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(b) Rulemaking
(1) In general

Not later than 1 year after March 23, 2018,
the Commission shall initiate a rulemaking
proceeding to assess whether to establish a
program, or modify existing programs, under
which a licensee that receives a license for the
exclusive use of spectrum in a specific geo-
graphic area under section 301 of this title
may partition or disaggregate the license by
sale or long-term lease—

(A) in order to—
(i) provide services consistent with the
license; and
(ii) make unused spectrum available to—
(I) an unaffiliated covered small car-
rier; or
(IT) an unaffiliated carrier to serve a
rural area; and

(B) if the Commission finds that such a
program would promote—
(i) the availability of advanced tele-
communications services in rural areas; or
(ii) spectrum availability for covered
small carriers.

(2) Considerations

In conducting the rulemaking proceeding
under paragraph (1), the Commission shall
consider, with respect to the program pro-
posed to be established under that paragraph—

(A) whether reduced performance require-
ments with respect to spectrum obtained
through the program would facilitate de-
ployment of advanced telecommunications
services in the areas covered by the pro-
gram;

(B) what conditions may be needed on
transfers of spectrum under the program to
allow covered small carriers that obtain
spectrum under the program to build out the
spectrum in a reasonable period of time;

(C) what incentives may be appropriate to
encourage licensees to lease or sell spec-
trum, including—

(i) extending the term of a license grant-
ed under section 301 of this title; or

(ii) modifying performance requirements
of the license relating to the leased or sold
spectrum; and

(D) the administrative feasibility of—

(i) the incentives described in subpara-
graph (C); and

(ii) other incentives considered by the
Commission that further the goals of this
section.

(3) Forfeiture of spectrum

If a party fails to meet any build out re-
quirements set by the Commission for any
spectrum sold or leased under this section, the
right to the spectrum shall be forfeited to the
Commission unless the Commission finds that
there is good cause for the failure of the party.

(4) Requirement

The Commission may offer a licensee incen-
tives or reduced performance requirements
under this section only if the Commission
finds that doing so would likely result in in-
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creased availability of advanced telecommuni-
cations services in a rural area.

(Pub. L. 115-141, div. P, title VI, §616, Mar. 23,
2018, 132 Stat. 1110.)

§ 1507. Unlicensed spectrum policy
(a) Statement of policy

It is the policy of the United States—

(1) to maximize the benefit to the people of
the United States of the spectrum resources of
the United States;

(2) to advance innovation and investment in
wireless broadband services; and

(3) to promote spectrum policy that makes
available on an unlicensed basis radio fre-
quency bands to address consumer demand for
unlicensed wireless broadband operations.

(b) Commission responsibilities

The Commission shall ensure that the efforts
of the Commission related to spectrum alloca-
tion and assignment made available on an unli-
censed basis radio frequency bands to address
demand for unlicensed wireless broadband oper-
ations if doing so is, after taking into account
the future needs of homeland security, national
security, and other spectrum users—

(1) reasonable; and
(2) in the public interest.

(¢) Rule of construction

Nothing in this section confers any additional
rights on unlicensed users or users licensed by
rule under part 96 of title 47, Code of Federal
Regulations, to protection from harmful inter-
ference.

(Pub. L. 115-141, div. P, title VI, §617, Mar. 23,
2018, 132 Stat. 1112.)

§ 1508. National plan for unlicensed spectrum

(a) Definitions
In this section:
(1) Spectrum Relocation Fund

The term ‘‘Spectrum Relocation Fund”
means the Fund established under section 928
of this title.

(2) Unlicensed or licensed by rule operations

The term ‘‘unlicensed or licensed by rule op-
erations’ means the use of spectrum on a non-
exclusive basis under—

(A) part 15 of title 47, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations; or

(B) licensing by rule under part 96 of title
47, Code of Federal Regulations.

(b) National plan

Not later than 18 months after March 23, 2018,
the Commission, in consultation with the NTIA,
shall develop a national plan for making addi-
tional radio frequency bands available for unli-
censed or licensed by rule operations.

(c) Requirements

The plan developed under this section shall—

(1) identify an approach that ensures that
consumers have access to additional spectrum
to conduct unlicensed or licensed by rule oper-
ations in a range of radio frequencies to meet
consumer demand;
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