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Code, the Commission may accept and use voluntary
and uncompensated services as the Commission deter-
mines necessary.

“SEC. 6. POWERS OF COMMISSION.

‘‘(a) HEARINGS.—The Commission may, for the pur-
pose of carrying out this Act, hold hearings, sit and act
at times and places, take testimony, and receive evi-
dence as the Commission considers appropriate.

““(b) MAILS.—The Commission may use the United
States mails in the same manner and under the same
conditions as other Federal agencies.

‘‘(¢c) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—The Commission may
secure directly from any Federal agency information
necessary to enable the Commission to perform the du-
ties of the Commission. Upon request of the chair-
person of the Commission, the head of that Federal
agency shall furnish that information to the Commis-
sion.

“(d) GIFTS, BEQUESTS, DEVISES.—The Commission
may solicit, accept, use, and dispose of gifts, bequests,
or devises of money, services, or property, both real
and personal, for the purpose of aiding or facilitating
the work of the Commission.

‘‘(e) AVAILABLE SPACE.—Upon the request of the Com-
mission, the Administrator of General Services shall
make available to the Commission, at a normal rental
rate for Federal agencies, such assistance and facilities
as may be necessary for the Commission to perform the
duties of the Commission.

‘“(f) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Commission may
enter into contracts with and compensate the Federal
Government, State and local governments, private en-
tities, or individuals to enable the Commission to per-
form the duties of the Commission.

“SEC. 7. REPORTS.

‘‘(a) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than January 31 of
each year, and annually thereafter until the final re-
port is submitted pursuant to subsection (b), the Com-
mission shall submit to the President and the Congress
a report on—

‘(1) the activities of the Commission; and

‘(2) the revenue and expenditures of the Commis-
sion, including a list of each gift, bequest, or devise
to the Commission with a value of more than $250, in-
cluding the identity of the donor of each gift, be-
quest, or devise.

‘“(b) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than January 31, 2018,
the Commission shall submit a final report to the
President and the Congress containing—

‘(1) a summary of the activities of the Commission;
and

‘(2) a final accounting of funds received and ex-
pended by the Commission.

“SEC. 8. ANNUAL AUDIT.
““The Inspector General of the Department of the In-
terior—
‘(1) may perform an audit of the Commission;
‘(2) shall make the results of any such audit avail-
able to the public; and
‘(3) shall transmit such results to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs of the Senate.

“SEC. 9. DEFINITIONS.

“In this Act:

‘(1) FEDERAL AGENCY.—The term ‘Federal agency’
has the meaning given the term ‘agency’ in section
551 of title 5, United States Code.

‘(2) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means each of the
several States, the District of Columbia, each terri-
tory or possession of the United States, and each fed-
erally recognized Indian tribe.

“SEC. 10. TERMINATION.

“The Commission shall terminate on September 30,
2018, or may terminate at an earlier date determined by
the Commission after the final report is submitted pur-
suant to section 7(b).

TITLE 48—TERRITORIES AND INSULAR POSSESSIONS

§1544

“SEC. 11. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED.
‘““No Federal funds are authorized or may be obligated
to carry out this Act.”

CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL OF PROPOSED CONSTITUTION
FOR UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS

Pub. L. 97-21, July 9, 1981, 95 Stat. 105, set out the
text of the Constitution for the United States Virgin
Islands and provided that the Constitution is approved
for submission to the people of the Virgin Islands in ac-
cordance with the provisions of Public Law 94-584, set
out as a note preceding this section.

SUBMERGED LANDS, CONVEYANCE TO TERRITORY

Conveyance of submerged lands to the government of
the Virgin Islands, see section 1701 et seq. of this title.

§1542. Voting franchise; discrimination prohib-
ited

(a) The franchise shall be vested in residents
of the Virgin Islands who are citizens of the
United States, twenty-one years of age or over.
Additional qualifications may be prescribed by
the legislature: Provided, however, That no prop-
erty, language, or income qualification shall
ever be imposed upon or required of any voter,
nor shall any discrimination in qualification be
made or based upon difference in race, color,
sex, or religious belief.

(b) The legislature shall have authority to
enact legislation establishing the voting age for
residents of the Virgin Islands at an age not
lower than eighteen years of age, if a majority
of the qualified voters in the Virgin Islands ap-
prove in a referendum election held for that pur-
pose.

(July 22, 1954, ch. 558, §4, 68 Stat. 498; Pub. L.
91-460, Oct. 16, 1970, 84 Stat. 978.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1970—Pub. L. 91460 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b).

§1543. United States citizenship requirement for
government officials

All members of the Legislature of the Virgin
Islands, the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor,
all judges and all officials of the government of
the Virgin Islands who report directly to the
Governor shall be citizens of the United States.

(July 22, 1954, ch. 558, §29, 68 Stat. 509; Pub. L.
98-213, §5(a), Dec. 8, 1983, 97 Stat. 1460.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1983—Pub. L. 98-213 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions requiring United States citizenship
for all members of the Legislature of the Virgin Is-
lands, the Governor, Lieutenant Governor and all offi-
cials who report directly to the Governor for provisions
requiring such citizenship for all officers of the Virgin
Islands, and struck out provisions requiring written
oaths and prescribing the oath.

§ 1544. Reports by Governor; jurisdiction of Sec-
retary of the Interior; exceptions

All reports required by law to be made by the
Governor to any official of the United States
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