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§330. Research activities

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation may make contracts with educational in-
stitutions, public and private agencies and orga-
nizations, and persons for scientific or techno-
logical research into a problem related to pro-
grams carried out by the Secretary. Before mak-
ing a contract, the Secretary must require the
institution, agency, organization, or person to
show that it is able to carry out the contract.

(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—In carrying out this
section, the Secretary shall—

(1) give advice and assistance the Secretary
believes will best carry out the duties and
powers of the Secretary;

(2) participate in coordinating all research
started under this section;

(3) indicate the lines of inquiry most impor-
tant to the Secretary; and

(4) encourage and assist in establishing and
maintaining cooperation by and between con-
tractors and between them and other research
organizations, the Department of Transpor-
tation, and other departments, agencies, and
instrumentalities of the United States Gov-
ernment.

(c) PUBLICATIONS.—The Secretary may dis-
tribute publications containing information the
Secretary considers relevant to research carried
out under this section.

(d) DUTIES.—The Secretary shall provide for
the following:

(1) Coordination, facilitation, and review of
Department of Transportation research and
development programs and activities.

(2) Advancement, and research and develop-
ment, of innovative technologies, including in-
telligent transportation systems.

(3) Comprehensive transportation statistics
research, analysis, and reporting.

(4) Education and training in transportation
and transportation-related fields.

(5) Activities of the Volpe National Trans-
portation Systems Center.

(6) Coordination in support of multimodal
and multidisciplinary research activities.

(e) ADDITIONAL AUTHORITIES.—The Secretary
may—

(1) enter into grants and cooperative agree-
ments with Federal agencies, State and local
government agencies, other public entities,
private organizations, and other persons to
conduct research into transportation service
and infrastructure assurance and to carry out
other research activities of the Department of
Transportation;

(2) carry out, on a cost-shared basis, collabo-
rative research and development to encourage
innovative solutions to multimodal transpor-
tation problems and stimulate the deployment
of new technology with—

(A) non-Federal entities, including State
and local governments, foreign governments,
institutions of higher education, corpora-
tions, institutions, partnerships, sole propri-
etorships, and trade associations that are in-
corporated or established under the laws of
any State;

(B) Federal laboratories; and

(C) other Federal agencies; and
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(3) directly initiate contracts, grants, coop-
erative research and development agreements
(as defined in section 12(d) of the Stevenson-
Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15
U.S.C. 3710a(d))), and other agreements to
fund, and accept funds from, the Transpor-
tation Research Board of the National Acad-
emies, State departments of transportation,
cities, counties, institutions of higher edu-
cation, associations, and the agents of those
entities to carry out joint transportation re-
search and technology efforts.

(f) FEDERAL SHARE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Federal share of the cost of an activity
carried out under subsection (e)(3) shall not
exceed 50 percent.

(2) EXCEPTION.—If the Secretary determines
that the activity is of substantial public inter-
est or benefit, the Secretary may approve a
greater Federal share.

(3) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—AIll costs directly
incurred by the non-Federal partners, includ-
ing personnel, travel, facility, and hardware
development costs, shall be credited toward
the non-Federal share of the cost of an activ-
ity described in subsection (e)(3).

(g) PROGRAM EVALUATION AND OVERSIGHT.—For
each of fiscal years 2016 through 2020, the Sec-
retary is authorized to expend not more than 1
1 percent of the amounts authorized to be ap-
propriated for the coordination, evaluation, and
oversight of the programs administered by the
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Research
and Technology.

(h) USE OoF TECHNOLOGY.—The research, devel-
opment, or use of a technology under a contract,
grant, cooperative research and development
agreement, or other agreement entered into
under this section, including the terms under
which the technology may be licensed and the
resulting royalties may be distributed, shall be
subject to the Stevenson-Wydler Technology In-
novation Act of 1980 (156 U.S.C. 3701 et seq.).

(i) WAIVER OF ADVERTISING REQUIREMENTS.—
Section 6101 of title 41 shall not apply to a con-
tract, grant, or other agreement entered into
under this section.

(Pub. L. 97-449, §1(b), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2427;
Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, title VI, §6011(b), Dec. 4,
2015, 129 Stat. 1568.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

I;gggfgz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
330(a) ...ooeeen 49:1657(q)(1). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89-670,
§9(a)(1)-(3), 80 Stat. 947.
49:1657(q)(2) (1st sen-
tence).
330(b) . 49:1657(q)(2) (less 1st
sentence).
330(C) .vennnn 49:1657(q)(3).

In subsection (a), the words ‘“‘may make contracts”
are substituted for ‘‘is authorized to enter into con-
tracts” to eliminate unnecessary words. The words
‘“the conduct of”” before ‘‘scientific’’ are omitted as sur-
plus. The words ‘‘a problem’ are substituted for ‘‘any
aspect of the problems’ because of the style of the re-
vised title. The words ‘‘carried out by the Secretary’’
are substituted for ‘‘of the Department which are au-
thorized by statute’ because the Secretary of Trans-
portation is vested with all duties and powers. The
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words ‘‘Before making a contract’ are substituted for
“with which he expects to enter into contracts pursu-
ant to this subsection’ for clarity and to eliminate un-
necessary words. The words ‘‘is able to carry out the
contract’ are substituted for ‘‘have the capability of
doing effective work” for clarity.

In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘‘In car-
rying out this section’ are added for clarity. In clause
(1), the word ‘‘give” is substituted for ‘‘furnish’ before
“‘such advice” for consistency. The words ‘‘duties and
powers of the Secretary’ are substituted for ‘‘mission
of the Department’” for clarity and consistency. In
clause (4), the word ‘‘contractors’ is substituted for
‘“‘the institutions, agencies, organizations, or persons’
to eliminate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘depart-
ments, agencies, and instrumentalities of the United
States Government’’ are substituted for ‘‘Federal agen-
cies” for clarity and consistency.

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘considers relevant’’ are
substituted for ‘‘as he deems pertinent’ as more pre-
cise. The words ‘‘from time to time’’ before ‘‘dissemi-
nate’” and ‘‘in the form of reports or . . . to public or
private agencies or organizations, or individuals’ be-
fore ‘‘such information’ are omitted as unnecessary.

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of
1980, referred to in subsec. (h), is Pub. L. 96480, Oct. 21,
1980, 94 Stat. 2311, which is classified generally to chap-
ter 63 (§3701 et seq.) of Title 15, Commerce and Trade.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 3701 of Title 15
and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2015—Pub. L. 114-94, §6011(b)(1), substituted ‘‘activi-
ties” for ‘“‘contracts’ in section catchline.

Subsecs. (a) to (¢). Pub. L. 114-94, §6011(b)(2)—(4), in-
serted headings.

Subsecs. (d) to (i). Pub. L. 114-94, §6011(b)(5), added
subsecs. (d) to (1).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 114-94 effective Oct. 1, 2015,
see section 1003 of Pub. L. 114-94, set out as a note
under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Organization
and Employees.

VOLPE OVERSIGHT

Pub. L. 117-58, div. B, title V, §25023, Nov. 15, 2021, 135
Stat. 879, provided that:

‘‘(a) FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021],
the Secretary [of Transportation] shall implement the
recommendations of the Inspector General of the De-
partment [of Transportation] included in the report en-
titled ‘DOT Needs to Strengthen Its Oversight of TAAs
With Volpe’ and dated September 30, 2019, to improve
planning, financial management, and the sharing of
performance information with respect to intraagency
agreements with the John A. Volpe National Transpor-
tation Systems Center (referred to in this section as
the ‘Volpe Center’).

“(b) GAO REVIEW.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after the
date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021], the
Comptroller General of the United States shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a report that examines the surface
transportation activities at the Volpe Center.

‘“(2) CONTENTS.—The report under paragraph (1)
shall include an evaluation of—
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““(A) the amount of Department funding provided
to the Volpe Center, as compared to other Federal
and non-Federal research partners;

“(B) the process used by the Department to deter-
mine whether to work with the Volpe Center, as
compared to any other Federal or non-Federal re-
search partner;

“(C) the extent to which the Department is col-
laborating with the Volpe Center to address re-
search needs relating to emerging issues; and

‘(D) whether the operation of the Volpe Center is
duplicative of other public or private sector ef-
forts.”

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

Pub. L. 106-159, title I, §101(g), Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat.
1752, provided that:

‘(1) COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATION.—In awarding any
contract for research, the Secretary shall comply with
section 1252.209-70 of title 48, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, as in effect on the date of the enactment of this
section [Dec. 9, 1999]. The Secretary shall require that
the text of such section be included in any request for
proposal and contract for research made by the Sec-
retary.

“(2) STUDY.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall conduct a
study to determine whether or not compliance with
the section referred to in paragraph (1) is sufficient to
avoid conflicts of interest in contracts for research
awarded by the Secretary and to evaluate whether or
not compliance with such section unreasonably
delays or burdens the awarding of such contracts.

‘“(B) CONSULTATION.—In conducting the study under
this paragraph, the Secretary shall consult, as appro-
priate, with the Inspector General of the Department
of Transportation, the Comptroller General, the
heads of other Federal agencies, research organiza-
tions, industry representatives, employee organiza-
tions, safety organizations, and other entities.

‘“(C) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after the
date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 9, 1999], the
Secretary shall transmit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and
the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives a report on the re-
sults of the study conducted under this paragraph.’”’

§331. Service, supplies, and facilities at remote
places

(a) When necessary and not otherwise avail-
able, the Secretary of Transportation may pro-
vide for, construct, or maintain the following
for officers and employees of the Department of
Transportation and their dependents stationed
in remote places:

(1) emergency medical services and supplies.

(2) food and other subsistence supplies.

(3) messing facilities.

(4) motion picture equipment and film for
recreation and training.

(b) living and working quarters and facili-
ties.

(6) reimbursement for food, clothing, medi-
cine, and other supplies provided by an officer
or employee in an emergency for the tem-
porary relief of individuals in distress.

(b) The Secretary shall prescribe reasonable
charges for medical treatment provided under
subsection (a)(1) of this section and for supplies
and services provided under subsection (a)(2) and
(3) of this section. Amounts received under this
subsection shall be credited to the appropriation
from which the expenditure was made.

(c) When appropriations for a fiscal year for
aviation duties and powers have not been made
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