
Page 650TITLE 49—TRANSPORTATION§ 22910

take initial responsibility for compliance 
with the conditions of such arrangement.

(k) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the term 
‘‘rural area’’ means any area that is not within 
an area designated as an urbanized area by the 
Bureau of the Census. 

(Added Pub. L. 117–58, div. B, title II, § 22305(a), 
Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 720.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 11401(b) of the Passenger Rail Reform and In-

vestment Act of 2015, referred to in subsec. (f)(2)(D)(iii), 

is section 11401(b) of title XI of div. A of Pub. L. 114–94, 

which is set out as a note under section 22907 of this 

title. 

Section 22104(b) of the Passenger Rail Expansion and 

Rail Safety Act of 2021, referred to in subsec. (f)(3)(B), 

is section 22104(b) of title II of div. B of Pub. L. 117–58, 

Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 696, which is not classified to the 

Code. 

The Railway Labor Act, referred to in subsec. 

(j)(3)(A), is act May 20, 1926, ch. 347, 44 Stat. 577, which 

is classified principally to chapter 8 (§ 151 et seq.) of 

Title 45, Railroads. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see section 151 of Title 45 and Tables. 

The Railroad Retirement Act of 1974, referred to in 

subsec. (j)(3)(A), is act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, as amended 

generally by Pub. L. 93–445, title I, § 101, Oct. 16, 1974, 88 

Stat. 1305, which is classified generally to subchapter 

IV (§ 231 et seq.) of chapter 9 of Title 45, Railroads. For 

further details and complete classification of this Act 

to the Code, see Codification note set out preceding 

section 231 of Title 45, section 231t of Title 45, and Ta-

bles. 

§ 22910. Interstate Rail Compacts Grant Program 

(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of 
Transportation shall establish a competitive 
grant program to provide financial assistance to 
entities implementing interstate rail compacts 
pursuant to section 410 of the Amtrak Reform 
and Accountability Act of 1997 (49 U.S.C. 24101 
note) for—

(1) costs of administration; 
(2) systems planning, including studying the 

impacts on freight rail operations and rider-
ship; 

(3) promotion of intercity passenger rail op-
eration; 

(4) preparation of applications for competi-
tive Federal grant programs; and 

(5) operations coordination.

(b) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The Secretary may not 
award a grant under this section in an amount 
exceeding $1,000,000 per year. 

(c) SELECTION CRITERIA.—In selecting a recipi-
ent of a grant for an eligible project under this 
section, the Secretary shall consider—

(1) the amount of funding received (including 
funding from a rail carrier (as defined in sec-
tion 24102)) or other participation by State, 
local, and regional governments and the pri-
vate sector; 

(2) the applicant’s work to foster economic 
development through rail service, particularly 
in rural communities; 

(3) whether the applicant seeks to restore 
service over routes formerly operated by Am-
trak, including routes described in section 
11304(a) of the Passenger Rail Reform and In-

vestment Act of 2015 (title XI of division A of 
Public Law 114–94); 

(4) the applicant’s dedication to providing 
intercity passenger rail service to regions and 
communities that are underserved or not 
served by other intercity public transpor-
tation; 

(5) whether the applicant is enhancing 
connectivity and geographic coverage of the 
existing national network of intercity pas-
senger rail service; 

(6) whether the applicant has prepared re-
gional rail or corridor service development 
plans and corresponding environmental anal-
ysis; and 

(7) whether the applicant has engaged with 
appropriate government entities and transpor-
tation providers to identify projects necessary 
to enhance multimodal connections or facili-
tate service integration between rail service 
and other modes, including between intercity 
passenger rail service and intercity bus service 
or commercial air service.

(d) NUMERICAL LIMITATION.—The Secretary 
may not award grants under this section for 
more than 10 interstate rail compacts in any fis-
cal year. 

(e) OPERATOR LIMITATION.—The Secretary may 
only award grants under this section to appli-
cants with eligible expenses related to intercity 
passenger rail service to be operated by Amtrak. 

(f) NON-FEDERAL MATCH.—The Secretary shall 
require each recipient of a grant under this sec-
tion to provide a non-Federal match of not less 
than 50 percent of the eligible expenses of car-
rying out the interstate rail compact under this 
section. 

(g) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after the 
date of enactment of the Passenger Rail Expan-
sion and Rail Safety Act of 2021, the Secretary, 
after consultation with grant recipients under 
this section, shall submit a report to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House 
of Representatives that describes—

(1) the implementation of this section; 
(2) the status of the planning efforts and co-

ordination funded by grants awarded under 
this section; 

(3) the plans of grant recipients for contin-
ued implementation of the interstate rail com-
pacts; 

(4) the status of, and data regarding, any 
new, restored, or enhanced rail services initi-
ated under the interstate rail compacts; and 

(5) any legislative recommendations. 

(Added Pub. L. 117–58, div. B, title II, § 22306(a), 
Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 723.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 410 of the Amtrak Reform and Accountability 

Act of 1997, referred to in subsec. (a), is section 410 of 

title IV of Pub. L. 105–134, which is set out as a note 

under section 24101 of this title. 
Section 11304(a) of the Passenger Rail Reform and In-

vestment Act of 2015, referred to in subsec. (c)(3), is sec-

tion 11304(a) of title IX of div. A of Pub. L. 114–94, Dec. 

4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1655, which is not classified to the 

Code. 
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The date of enactment of the Passenger Rail Expan-

sion and Rail Safety Act of 2021, referred to in subsec. 

(g), is the date of enactment of title II of div. B of Pub. 

L. 117–58, which was approved Nov. 15, 2021.

PART C—PASSENGER TRANSPORTATION

CHAPTER 241—GENERAL 

Sec. 

24101. Findings, mission, and goals. 
24102. Definitions. 

24103. Enforcement. 

[24104, 20105. Repealed.]

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Pub. L. 114–94, div. A, title XI, §§ 11202(c)(2), 

11301(c)(2), Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1630, 1648, struck out 

items 24104 ‘‘Authorization of appropriations’’ and 24105 

‘‘Congestion grants’’. 

2008—Pub. L. 110–432, div. B, title II, § 201(e)(2), title 

III, § 302(b), Oct. 16, 2008, 122 Stat. 4911, 4947, substituted 

‘‘Findings, mission, and goals’’ for ‘‘Findings, purpose, 

and goals’’ in item 24101 and added item 24105. 

§ 24101. Findings, mission, and goals 

(a) FINDINGS.—(1) Public convenience and ne-
cessity require that Amtrak, to the extent its 
budget allows, provide modern, cost-efficient, 
and energy-efficient intercity rail passenger 
transportation throughout the United States. 

(2) Rail passenger transportation can help al-
leviate overcrowding of airways and airports 
and on highways. 

(3) A traveler in the United States should have 
the greatest possible choice of transportation 
most convenient to the needs of the traveler. 

(4) A greater degree of cooperation is nec-
essary among Amtrak, other rail carriers, State, 
regional, and local governments, the private sec-
tor, labor organizations, and suppliers of serv-
ices and equipment in order to meet the inter-
city passenger rail needs of the United States. 

(5) Modern and efficient intercity passenger 
and commuter rail passenger transportation is 
important to the viability and well-being of 
major urban and rural areas and to the energy 
conservation and self-sufficiency goals of the 
United States. 

(6) As a rail passenger transportation entity, 
Amtrak should be available to operate com-
muter rail passenger transportation through its 
subsidiary, Amtrak Commuter, under contract 
with commuter authorities that do not provide 
the transportation themselves as part of the 
governmental function of the State. 

(7) The Northeast Corridor is a valuable re-
source of the United States used by intercity 
and commuter rail passenger transportation and 
freight transportation. 

(8) Greater coordination between intercity and 
commuter rail passenger transportation is re-
quired. 

(9) Long-distance routes are valuable re-
sources of the United States that are used by 
rural and urban communities. 

(b) MISSION.—The mission of Amtrak is to pro-
vide efficient and effective intercity passenger 
rail mobility consisting of high quality service 
that is trip-time competitive with other inter-
city travel options and that is consistent with 
the goals set forth in subsection (c). 

(c) GOALS.—Amtrak shall—
(1) use its best business judgment in acting 

to maximize the benefits of Federal invest-
ments, including—

(A) offering competitive fares; 
(B) increasing revenue from the transpor-

tation of mail and express; 
(C) offering food service that meets the 

needs of its customers; 
(D) improving its contracts with rail car-

riers over whose tracks Amtrak operates; 
(E) controlling or reducing management 

and operating costs; and 
(F) providing economic benefits to the 

communities it serves;

(2) minimize Government subsidies by en-
couraging State, regional, and local govern-
ments and the private sector, separately or in 
combination, to share the cost of providing 
rail passenger transportation, including the 
cost of operating facilities; 

(3) carry out strategies to achieve imme-
diately maximum productivity and efficiency 
consistent with safe and efficient transpor-
tation; 

(4) operate Amtrak trains, to the maximum 
extent feasible, to all station stops within 15 
minutes of the time established in public 
timetables; 

(5) develop transportation on rail corridors 
subsidized by States and private parties; 

(6) implement schedules based on a system-
wide average speed of at least 60 miles an hour 
that can be achieved with a degree of reli-
ability and passenger comfort; 

(7) encourage rail carriers to assist in im-
proving intercity rail passenger transpor-
tation; 

(8) improve generally the performance of 
Amtrak through comprehensive and system-
atic operational programs and employee in-
centives; 

(9) provide additional or complementary 
intercity transportation service to ensure mo-
bility in times of national disaster or other in-
stances where other travel options are not 
adequately available; 

(10) carry out policies that ensure equitable 
access to the Northeast Corridor by intercity 
and commuter rail passenger transportation; 

(11) coordinate the uses of the Northeast 
Corridor, particularly intercity and commuter 
rail passenger transportation; 

(12) maximize the use of its resources, in-
cluding the most cost-effective use of employ-
ees, facilities, and real property; and 

(13) support and maintain established long-
distance routes to provide value to the Nation 
by serving customers throughout the United 
States and connecting urban and rural com-
munities.

(d) INCREASING REVENUES.—Amtrak is encour-
aged to make agreements with private sector 
entities and to undertake initiatives that are 
consistent with good business judgment and de-
signed to generate additional revenues to ad-
vance the goals described in subsection (c). 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 899; 
Pub. L. 105–134, title I, § 105(b), title II, § 201, Dec. 
2, 1997, 111 Stat. 2573, 2578; Pub. L. 110–432, div. B, 
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