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1 So in original. Does not conform to section catchline. 
1 See References in Text note below. 

Sec. 

24316. Plans to address the needs of families of pas-

sengers involved in rail passenger acci-

dents.1 
24317. Accounts. 
24318. Costs and revenues. 
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24320. Amtrak 5-year service line and asset line 

plans. 
24321. Food and beverage service. 
24322. Rolling stock purchases. 
24323. Prohibition on smoking on Amtrak trains.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 117–58, div. B, title II, §§ 22206(c)(2), 

22207(b), 22208(b)(2), 22209(b), Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 703, 

706–708, substituted ‘‘Grant process and reporting’’ for 

‘‘Grant process’’ in item 24319, ‘‘Amtrak 5-year service 

line and asset line plans’’ for ‘‘Amtrak 5-year business 

line and asset plans’’ in item 24320, and ‘‘Food and bev-

erage service’’ for ‘‘Food and beverage reform’’ in item 

24321 and added item 24323. 
2015—Pub. L. 114–94, div. A, title XI, §§ 11201(b), 

11202(b), 11203(c), 11207(b), 11208(b), 11316(m), Dec. 4, 2015, 

129 Stat. 1627, 1630, 1634, 1639, 1640, 1678, substituted 

‘‘Plans to address the needs of families of passengers 

involved in rail passenger accidents’’ for ‘‘Plan to as-

sist families of passengers involved in rail passenger 

accidents’’ in item 24316 and added items 24317 to 24322. 
2008—Pub. L. 110–432, div. A, title V, § 502(b), div. B, 

title II, § 221(b), Oct. 16, 2008, 122 Stat. 4899, 4932, added 

items 24310 and 24316. 
1997—Pub. L. 105–134, title IV, §§ 403, 404, 415(a)(2), Dec. 

2, 1997, 111 Stat. 2585, 2586, 2590, substituted ‘‘Employee 

stock ownership plans’’ for ‘‘Capitalization’’ in item 

24304 and struck out item 24310 ‘‘Assistance for upgrad-

ing facilities’’ and item 24314 ‘‘Demonstration of new 

technology’’. 

§ 24301. Status and applicable laws 

(a) STATUS.—Amtrak—
(1) is a railroad carrier under section 

20102(2) 1 and chapters 261 and 281 of this title; 
(2) shall be operated and managed as a for-

profit corporation; and 
(3) is not a department, agency, or instru-

mentality of the United States Government, 
and shall not be subject to title 31.

(b) PRINCIPAL OFFICE AND PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS.—The principal office and place of business 
of Amtrak are in the District of Columbia. Am-
trak is qualified to do business in each State in 
which Amtrak carries out an activity authorized 
under this part. Amtrak shall accept service of 
process by certified mail addressed to the sec-
retary of Amtrak at its principal office and 
place of business. Amtrak is a citizen only of the 
District of Columbia when deciding original ju-
risdiction of the district courts of the United 
States in a civil action. 

(c) APPLICATION OF SUBTITLE IV.—Subtitle IV 
of this title shall not apply to Amtrak, except 
for sections 11123, 11301, 11322(a), 11502, and 11706. 
Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, Am-
trak shall continue to be considered an em-
ployer under the Railroad Retirement Act of 
1974, the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act, 
and the Railroad Retirement Tax Act. 

(d) APPLICATION OF SAFETY AND EMPLOYEE RE-
LATIONS LAWS AND REGULATIONS.—Laws and reg-

ulations governing safety, employee representa-
tion for collective bargaining purposes, the han-
dling of disputes between carriers and employ-
ees, employee retirement, annuity, and unem-
ployment systems, and other dealings with em-
ployees that apply to a rail carrier subject to 
part A of subtitle IV of this title apply to Am-
trak. 

(e) APPLICATION OF CERTAIN ADDITIONAL 
LAWS.—Section 552 of title 5, this part, and, to 
the extent consistent with this part, the District 
of Columbia Business Corporation Act (D.C. 
Code § 29–301 et seq.) apply to Amtrak. Section 
552 of title 5, United States Code, applies to Am-
trak for any fiscal year in which Amtrak re-
ceives a Federal subsidy. 

(f) TAX EXEMPTION FOR CERTAIN COMMUTER AU-
THORITIES.—A commuter authority that was eli-
gible to make a contract with Amtrak Com-
muter to provide commuter rail passenger 
transportation but which decided to provide its 
own rail passenger transportation beginning 
January 1, 1983, is exempt, effective October 1, 
1981, from paying a tax or fee to the same extent 
Amtrak is exempt. 

(g) NONAPPLICATION OF RATE, ROUTE, AND 
SERVICE LAWS.—A State or other law related to 
rates, routes, or service does not apply to Am-
trak in connection with rail passenger transpor-
tation. 

(h) NONAPPLICATION OF PAY PERIOD LAWS.—A 
State or local law related to pay periods or days 
for payment of employees does not apply to Am-
trak. Except when otherwise provided under a 
collective bargaining agreement, an employee of 
Amtrak shall be paid at least as frequently as 
the employee was paid on October 1, 1979. 

(i) PREEMPTION RELATED TO EMPLOYEE WORK 
REQUIREMENTS.—A State may not adopt or con-
tinue in force a law, rule, regulation, order, or 
standard requiring Amtrak to employ a speci-
fied number of individuals to perform a par-
ticular task, function, or operation. 

(j) NONAPPLICATION OF LAWS ON JOINT USE OR 
OPERATION OF FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT.—Pro-
hibitions of law applicable to an agreement for 
the joint use or operation of facilities and equip-
ment necessary to provide quick and efficient 
rail passenger transportation do not apply to a 
person making an agreement with Amtrak to 
the extent necessary to allow the person to 
make and carry out obligations under the agree-
ment. 

(k) EXEMPTION FROM ADDITIONAL TAXES.—(1) 
In this subsection—

(A) ‘‘additional tax’’ means a tax or fee—
(i) on the acquisition, improvement, own-

ership, or operation of personal property by 
Amtrak; and 

(ii) on real property, except a tax or fee on 
the acquisition of real property or on the 
value of real property not attributable to 
improvements made, or the operation of 
those improvements, by Amtrak.

(B) ‘‘Amtrak’’ includes a rail carrier sub-
sidiary of Amtrak and a lessor or lessee of 
Amtrak or one of its rail carrier subsidiaries.

(2) Amtrak is not required to pay an addi-
tional tax because of an expenditure to acquire 
or improve real property, equipment, a facility, 
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