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§ 24904. Northeast Corridor planning 

(a) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR SERVICE DEVELOP-
MENT PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 31, 
2022, the Northeast Corridor Commission es-
tablished under section 24905 (referred to in 
this section as the ‘‘Commission’’) shall sub-
mit a service development plan to Congress. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The plan required under 
paragraph (1) shall—

(A) identify key state-of-good-repair, ca-
pacity expansion, and capital improvement 
projects planned for the Northeast Corridor; 

(B) provide a coordinated and consensus-
based plan covering a 15-year period; 

(C) identify service objectives and the cap-
ital investments required to meet such ob-
jectives; 

(D) provide a delivery-constrained strategy 
that identifies—

(i) capital investment phasing; 
(ii) an evaluation of workforce needs; 

and 
(iii) strategies for managing resources 

and mitigating construction impacts on 
operations; and

(E) include a financial strategy that iden-
tifies funding needs and potential funding 
sources.

(3) UPDATES.—The Commission shall update 
the service development plan not less fre-
quently than once every 5 years.

(b) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR CAPITAL INVESTMENT 
PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than November 1 
of each year, the Commission shall—

(A) develop an annual capital investment 
plan for the Northeast Corridor; and 

(B) submit the capital investment plan 
to—

(i) the Secretary of Transportation; 
(ii) the Committee on Commerce, 

Science, and Transportation of the Senate; 
and 

(iii) the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(2) CONTENTS.—The plan required under 
paragraph (1) shall—

(A) reflect coordination across the entire 
Northeast Corridor; 

(B) integrate the individual capital plans 
developed by Amtrak, States, and commuter 
authorities in accordance with the cost allo-
cation policy developed and approved under 
section 24905(c); 

(C) cover a period of 5 fiscal years, begin-
ning with the fiscal year during which the 
plan is submitted; 

(D) notwithstanding section 24902(b), docu-
ment the projects and programs being under-
taken to advance the service objectives and 
capital investments identified in the North-
east Corridor service development plan de-
veloped under subsection (a), and the asset 
condition needs identified in the Northeast 
Corridor asset management plans, after con-
sidering—

(i) the benefits and costs of capital in-
vestments in the plan; 

(ii) project and program readiness; 
(iii) the operational impacts; and 
(iv) Federal and non-Federal funding 

availability;

(E) categorize capital projects and pro-
grams as primarily associated with 1 of the 
categories listed under section 24319(c)(2)(C); 

(F) identify capital projects and programs 
that are associated with more than 1 cat-
egory described in subparagraph (E); and 

(G) include a financial plan that identi-
fies—

(i) funding sources and financing meth-
ods; 

(ii) the status of cost sharing agreements 
pursuant to the cost allocation policy de-
veloped under section 24905(c); 

(iii) the projects and programs that the 
Commission expects will receive Federal 
financial assistance; and 

(iv) the eligible entity or entities that 
the Commission expects—

(I) to receive the Federal financial as-
sistance referred to in clause (iii); and 

(II) to implement each capital project.

(3) REVIEW AND COORDINATION.—The Commis-
sion shall require that the information de-
scribed in paragraph (2) be submitted in a 
timely manner to allow for a reasonable pe-
riod of review by, and coordination with, af-
fected agencies before the Commission sub-
mits the capital investment plan pursuant to 
paragraph (1).

(c) FAILURE TO DEVELOP A CAPITAL INVEST-
MENT PLAN.—If a capital investment plan has 
not been developed by the Commission for a 
given fiscal year, then the funds assigned to the 
Northeast Corridor account established under 
section 24317(b) for that fiscal year may be spent 
only on capital projects and programs contained 
in the Commission’s capital investment plan for 
the prior fiscal year. 

(d) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR CAPITAL ASSET MAN-
AGEMENT SYSTEM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Amtrak and other infra-
structure owners that provide or support 
intercity rail passenger transportation along 
the Northeast Corridor shall develop an asset 
management system and use and update such 
system, as necessary, to develop submissions 
to the Northeast Corridor capital investment 
plan described in subsection (b). 

(2) FEATURES.—The system required under 
paragraph (1) shall develop submissions that—

(A) are consistent with the transit asset 
management system (as defined in section 
5326(a)(3)); and 

(B) include—
(i) an inventory of all capital assets 

owned by the developer of the plan; 
(ii) an assessment of condition of such 

capital assets; 
(iii) a description of the resources and 

processes that will be necessary to bring or 
to maintain such capital assets in a state 
of good repair; and 

(iv) a description of changes in the con-
dition of such capital assets since the sub-
mission of the prior version of the plan.

(e) DEFINITION OF NORTHEAST CORRIDOR.—In 
this section, the term ‘‘Northeast Corridor’’ 
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means the main line between Boston, Massachu-
setts, and the District of Columbia, and the 
Northeast Corridor branch lines connecting to 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Springfield, Massa-
chusetts, and Spuyten Duyvil, New York, in-
cluding the facilities and services used to oper-
ate and maintain those lines. 

(Added Pub. L. 114–94, div. A, title XI, 
§ 11306(a)(2), Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1658; amended 
Pub. L. 117–58, div. B, title II, § 22301, Nov. 15, 
2021, 135 Stat. 714.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 24904 was renumbered section 24903 of 

this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 117–58, § 22301(1), (3), added 

subsec. (a) and struck out former subsec. (a), which re-

quired Northeast Corridor Commission to develop 

Northeast Corridor capital investment and financial 

plans. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 117–58, § 22301(3), added subsec. (b). 

Former subsec. (b) redesignated (c). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 117–58, § 22301(2), (4), redesignated 

subsec. (b) as (c) and substituted ‘‘spent only on capital 

projects and programs contained in the Commission’s 

capital investment plan for the prior fiscal year.’’ for 

‘‘spent only on—

‘‘(1) capital projects described in clause (i) or (iii) of 

subsection (a)(2)(E) of this section; or 

‘‘(2) capital projects described in subsection 

(a)(2)(E)(iv) or (v) of this section that are for the sole 

benefit of Amtrak.’’

Former subsec. (c) redesignated (d). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 117–58, § 22301(5), amended subsec. 

(d) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (d) related 

to development of Northeast Corridor asset manage-

ment system and Northeast Corridor asset manage-

ment plan for each service territory. 

Pub. L. 117–58, § 22301(1), (2), redesignated subsec. (c) 

as (d) and struck out former subsec. (d). Prior to 

amendment, text of subsec. (d) read as follows: ‘‘Not 

less frequently than once every 10 years, the Commis-

sion shall update the Northeast Corridor service devel-

opment plan.’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 2015, see section 1003 of Pub. 

L. 114–94, set out as an Effective Date of 2015 Amend-

ment note under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Or-

ganization and Employees. 

§ 24905. Northeast Corridor Commission; Safety 
Committee 

(a) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR COMMISSION.—
(1) Within 180 days after the date of enact-

ment of the Passenger Rail Investment and 
Improvement Act of 2008, the Secretary of 
Transportation shall establish a Northeast 
Corridor Commission (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘‘Commission’’) to promote mutual 
cooperation and planning pertaining to the 
rail operations, infrastructure investments, 
and related activities of the Northeast Cor-
ridor. The Commission shall be made up of—

(A) members representing Amtrak; 
(B) members representing the Department 

of Transportation, including the Office of 
the Secretary, the Federal Railroad Admin-

istration, and the Federal Transit Adminis-
tration; 

(C) 1 member from each of the States (in-
cluding the District of Columbia) that con-
stitute the Northeast Corridor as defined in 
section 24102, designated by, and serving at 
the pleasure of, the chief executive officer 
thereof; and 

(D) non-voting representatives of freight 
and commuter railroad carriers authorities 
using the Northeast Corridor selected by the 
Secretary.

(2) The Secretary shall ensure that the mem-
bership belonging to any of the groups enu-
merated under paragraph (1) shall not con-
stitute a majority of the Commission’s mem-
berships. 

(3) The Commission shall establish a sched-
ule and location for convening meetings, but 
shall meet no less than four times per fiscal 
year, and the Commission shall develop rules 
and procedures to govern the Commission’s 
proceedings. 

(4) A vacancy in the Commission shall be 
filled in the manner in which the original ap-
pointment was made. 

(5) Members shall serve without pay but 
shall receive travel expenses, including per 
diem in lieu of subsistence, in accordance with 
sections 5702 and 5703 of title 5. 

(6) The members of the Commission shall 
elect co-chairs consisting of 1 member de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(B) and 1 member de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(C). 

(7) The Commission may appoint and fix the 
pay of such personnel as it considers appro-
priate. 

(8) Upon request of the Commission, the 
head of any department or agency of the 
United States may detail, on a reimbursable 
basis, any of the personnel of that department 
or agency to the Commission to assist it in 
carrying out its duties under this section. 

(9) Upon the request of the Commission, the 
Administrator of General Services shall pro-
vide to the Commission, on a reimbursable 
basis, the administrative support services nec-
essary for the Commission to carry out its re-
sponsibilities under this section. 

(10) The Commission shall consult with 
other entities as appropriate.

(b) STATEMENT OF GOALS AND RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—

(1) STATEMENT OF GOALS.—The Commission 
shall develop and periodically update a state-
ment of goals concerning the future of North-
east Corridor rail infrastructure and oper-
ations based on achieving expanded and im-
proved intercity, commuter, and freight rail 
services operating with greater safety and re-
liability, reduced travel times, increased fre-
quencies and enhanced intermodal connections 
designed to address airport and highway con-
gestion, reduce transportation energy con-
sumption, improve air quality, and increase 
economic development of the Northeast Cor-
ridor region. 

(2) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The Commission 
shall develop recommendations based on the 
statement developed under this section ad-
dressing, as appropriate—
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