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text read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary shall consult with 

the Committee about safety and security improve-

ments on the Northeast Corridor main line. The Com-

mittee shall meet at least two times per year to con-

sider safety and security matters on the main line and 

meet annually with the Commission on the topic of 

Northeast Corridor safety and security.’’
Subsec. (e)(3). Pub. L. 115–420, § 4(a), struck out par. 

(3). Text read as follows: ‘‘At the beginning of the first 

session of each Congress, the Secretary shall submit a 

report to the Commission and to the Committee on 

Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-

resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 

and Transportation of the Senate on the status of ef-

forts to improve safety and security on the Northeast 

Corridor main line. The report shall include the safety 

and security recommendations of the Committee and 

the comments of the Secretary on those recommenda-

tions.’’
2015—Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(d)(1)(A), struck out ‘‘Infra-

structure and Operations Advisory’’ after ‘‘Corridor’’ in 

section catchline. 
Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(d)(1)(B)(i), struck 

out ‘‘Infrastructure and Operations Advisory’’ after 

‘‘Corridor’’ in heading. 
Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(a)(1)(A), 

(d)(1)(B)(ii), struck out ‘‘Infrastructure and Operations 

Advisory’’ after ‘‘Corridor’’ and inserted 

‘‘, infrastructure investments,’’ after ‘‘rail operations’’ 

in introductory provisions. 
Subsec. (a)(1)(B). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(a)(1)(B), added 

subpar. (B) and struck out former subpar. (B) which 

read as follows: ‘‘members representing the Depart-

ment of Transportation, including the Federal Railroad 

Administration;’’. 
Subsec. (a)(1)(D). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(a)(1)(C), in-

serted ‘‘and commuter’’ after ‘‘freight’’. 
Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(a)(2), amended 

par. (6) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (6) read as 

follows: ‘‘The Chairman of the Commission shall be 

elected by the members.’’
Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(b)(1), inserted 

‘‘and periodically update’’ after ‘‘develop’’. 
Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(b)(2), struck 

out ‘‘beyond those specified in the state-of-good-repair 

plan under section 211 of the Passenger Rail Investment 

and Improvement Act of 2008’’ after ‘‘needs’’. 
Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(b)(3), added par. 

(3). 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(c)(1), substituted 

‘‘Allocation of Costs’’ for ‘‘Access Costs’’ in heading. 
Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(c)(2)(A), (B), sub-

stituted ‘‘policy’’ for ‘‘formula’’ in heading and ‘‘The 

Commission’’ for ‘‘Within 2 years after the date of en-

actment of the Passenger Rail Investment and Im-

provement Act of 2008, the Commission’’ in introduc-

tory provisions. 
Subsec. (c)(1)(A). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(c)(2)(C), sub-

stituted ‘‘policy’’ for ‘‘formula’’ in introductory provi-

sions. 
Subsec. (c)(1)(B) to (E). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(c)(2)(D), 

added subpars. (B) to (E) and struck out former sub-

pars. (B) to (D) which read as follows: 
‘‘(B) develop a proposed timetable for implementing 

the formula before the end of the 6th year following the 

date of enactment of that Act; 
‘‘(C) transmit the proposed timetable to the Surface 

Transportation Board; and 
‘‘(D) at the request of a Commission member, petition 

the Surface Transportation Board to appoint a medi-

ator to assist the Commission members through non-

binding mediation to reach an agreement under this 

section.’’
Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(c)(3), substituted 

‘‘policy developed under’’ for ‘‘formula proposed in’’, 

‘‘paragraph (1)(D) or fail to comply with the policy 

thereafter, the Surface Transportation Board shall’’ for 

‘‘the timetable, the Commission shall petition the Sur-

face Transportation Board to’’, and ‘‘for such usage in 

accordance with the procedures and procedural sched-

ule applicable to a proceeding under section 24903(c), 

after taking into consideration the policy developed 

under paragraph (1)(A), as applicable’’ for ‘‘amounts for 

such services in accordance with section 24904(c) of this 

title’’. 
Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(c)(4), substituted 

‘‘policy’’ for ‘‘formula’’. 
Subsec. (c)(4). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(c)(5), added par. 

(4). 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(d)(1)(E), substituted 

‘‘to the Secretary for the use of the Commission and 

the Northeast Corridor Safety Committee’’ for ‘‘to the 

Commission’’ and ‘‘to carry out this section during fis-

cal years 2016 through 2020, in addition to any amounts 

withheld under section 11101(g) of the Passenger Rail 

Reform and Investment Act of 2015’’ for ‘‘for the period 

encompassing fiscal years 2009 through 2013 to carry 

out this section’’. 
Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(d)(1)(C), (D), redesignated sub-

sec. (e) as (d) and struck out former subsec. (d) which 

related to transmission of statement of goals and rec-

ommendations. 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(d)(1)(D), redesig-

nated subsec. (f) as (e). Former subsec. (e) redesignated 

(d). 
Subsec. (e)(2). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(d)(1)(F), sub-

stituted ‘‘on the main line and meet annually with the 

Commission on the topic of Northeast Corridor safety 

and security.’’ for ‘‘on the main line.’’
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 114–94, § 11305(d)(1)(D), redesig-

nated subsec. (f) as (e). 
2008—Pub. L. 110–432 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section related to Northeast Corridor 

Coordination Board and Northeast Corridor Safety 

Committee.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–94 effective Oct. 1, 2015, 

see section 1003 of Pub. L. 114–94, set out as a note 

under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees. 

§ 24906. Eliminating highway at-grade crossings 

(a) PLAN.—In consultation with the States on 
the main line of the Northeast Corridor, the 
Secretary of Transportation shall develop a plan 
not later than September 30, 1993, to eliminate 
all highway at-grade crossings of the main line 
by not later than December 31, 1997. The plan 
may provide that eliminating a crossing is not 
required if—

(1) impracticable or unnecessary; and 
(2) using the crossing is consistent with con-

ditions the Secretary considers appropriate to 
ensure safety.

(b) AMTRAK’S SHARE OF COSTS.—Amtrak shall 
pay 20 percent of the cost of eliminating each 
highway at-grade crossing under the plan. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 936.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

24906(a) ...... 45:650(a), (b). Oct. 30, 1970, Pub. L. 91–518, 
84 Stat. 1327, § 811; added 
Oct. 27, 1992, Pub. L. 
102–533, § 2, 106 Stat. 3515. 

24906(b) ...... 45:650(c). 

§ 24907. Note and mortgage 

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—To secure amounts 
expended by the United States Government to 
acquire and improve rail property designated 
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under section 206(c)(1)(C) and (D) of the Regional 
Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (45 U.S.C. 
716(c)(1)(C) and (D)), the Secretary of Transpor-
tation may obtain a note of indebtedness from, 
and make a mortgage agreement with, Amtrak 
to establish a mortgage lien on the property for 
the Government. The note and mortgage may 
not supersede section 24903. 

(b) EXEMPTIONS FROM LAWS AND REGULA-
TIONS.—The note and agreement under sub-
section (a) of this section, and a transaction re-
lated to the note or agreement, are exempt from 
any United States, State, or local law or regula-
tion that regulates securities or the issuance of 
securities. The note, agreement, or transaction 
under this section has the same immunities 
from other laws that section 601 of the Act (45 
U.S.C. 791) gives to transactions that comply 
with or carry out the final system plan. The 
transfer of rail property because of the note, 
agreement, or transaction has the same exemp-
tions, privileges, and immunities that the Act 
(45 U.S.C. 701 et seq.) gives to a transfer ordered 
or approved by the special court under section 
303(b) of the Act (45 U.S.C. 743(b)). 

(c) IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY AND INDEMNIFICA-
TION.—Amtrak, its board of directors, and its in-
dividual directors are not liable because Amtrak 
has given or issued the note or agreement to the 
Government under subsection (a) of this section. 
Immunity granted under this subsection also ap-
plies to a transaction related to the note or 
agreement. The Government shall indemnify 
Amtrak, its board, and individual directors 
against costs and expenses actually and reason-
ably incurred in defending a civil action testing 
the validity of the note, agreement, or trans-
action. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 936; 
Pub. L. 114–94, div. A, title XI, § 11306(b)(1), Dec. 
4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1660.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

24907(a) ...... 45:854(e). Feb. 5, 1976, Pub. L. 94–210, 
90 Stat. 31, § 704(e)–(g); 
added Oct. 19, 1976, Pub. L. 
94–555, § 217(c), 90 Stat. 
2627. 

24907(b) ...... 45:854(f). 
24907(c) ...... 45:854(g). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘In order . . . protect 

and’’, ‘‘securing such expenditure’’, ‘‘infringe upon or’’, 

and ‘‘the authority conferred upon the National Rail-

road Passenger Corporation by’’ are omitted as surplus. 
In subsections (b) and (c), the words ‘‘note’’ and 

‘‘agreement’’ are substituted for ‘‘agreement, security, 

or obligation’’ for consistency because the Secretary of 

Transportation gets only notes and mortgage agree-

ments under the source provisions restated in sub-

section (a) of this section. 
In subsection (b), the words ‘‘obtained by the Sec-

retary’’ and ‘‘the provisions of subtitle IV of title 49, 

the Securities Act of 1933 (15 U.S.C. 77a et seq.), and 

. . . other’’ are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘has the 

same’’ are substituted for ‘‘shall enjoy all of the’’ for 

clarity. The words ‘‘conveyance or’’ are omitted, and 

the word ‘‘transfer’’ is substituted for ‘‘conveyances’’, 

for consistency in this subtitle. The words ‘‘(including 

section 303(e) thereof [45 U.S.C. 743(e)])’’ are omitted as 

surplus. The words ‘‘section 303(b)’’ are substituted for 

‘‘section 306(b)’’ to correct a mistake in section 217(c) of 

the Rail Transportation Improvement Act (Public Law 

94–555, 90 Stat. 2628). 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘to any party for any 

damages, or in any other matter’’ are omitted as sur-

plus. The word ‘‘because’’ is substituted for ‘by reason 

of the fact that’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. The 

words ‘‘related to the note or agreement’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘in connection with’’ for clarity. The words 

‘‘all’’ and ‘‘(including fees of accountants, experts, and 

attorneys)’’ are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘a civil 

action’’ are substituted for ‘‘any litigation’’ for consist-

ency with rule 2 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 

(28 App. U.S.C.). The words ‘‘legal’’ and ‘‘given, issued, 

or entered into’’ are omitted as surplus.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973, re-

ferred to in subsecs. (a) and (b), is Pub. L. 93–236, Jan. 

2, 1974, 87 Stat. 985, as amended, which is classified 

principally to chapter 16 (§ 701 et seq.) of Title 45, Rail-

roads. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Short Title note set out under section 701 of 

Title 45 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 114–94 substituted ‘‘section 

24903’’ for ‘‘section 24904 of this title’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–94 effective Oct. 1, 2015, 

see section 1003 of Pub. L. 114–94, set out as a note 

under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees. 

ABOLITION OF SPECIAL COURT, REGIONAL RAIL REORGA-

NIZATION ACT OF 1973, AND TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Special court abolished and all jurisdiction and func-

tions transferred to United States District Court for 

District of Columbia, see section 719(b)(2) of Title 45, 

Railroads. 

§ 24908. Transfer taxes and levies and recording 
charges 

A transfer of an interest in rail property under 
this chapter is exempt from a tax or levy related 
to the transfer that is imposed by the United 
States Government, a State, or a political sub-
division of a State. On payment of the appro-
priate and generally applicable charge for the 
service performed, a transferee or transferor 
may record an instrument and, consistent with 
the final system plan, the release or removal of 
a pre-existing lien or encumbrance of record re-
lated to the interest transferred. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 937.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

24908 .......... 45:743(e) (words 
‘‘title VII of the 
Railroad Revital-
ization and Regu-
latory Reform 
Act of 1976 [45 
U.S.C. 851 et seq.] 
or of’’). 

Jan. 2, 1974, Pub. L. 93–236, 
87 Stat. 985, § 303(e) (words 
‘‘title VII of the Railroad 
Revitalization and Regu-
latory Reform Act of 1976 
or of’’); added Feb. 5, 1976, 
Pub. L. 94–210, § 601(d), 90 
Stat. 84; Sept. 30, 1976, 
Pub. L. 94–436, § 5 (related 
to title VII), 90 Stat. 1399. 

The words ‘‘or conveyances’’, ‘‘(whether real, per-

sonal, or mixed)’’, ‘‘which are made at any time’’, ‘‘the 

purposes of’’, ‘‘imposts’’, ‘‘or on the recording of deeds, 

bills of sale, liens, encumbrances, or other instruments 

evidencing, effectuating, or incident to any such trans-
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