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are substituted for “Funds . . . in excess of limitations
imposed under the preceding sentence with respect to a
fiscal year, or for fiscal years after the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1983 to eliminate unnecessary and
obsolete words. The words ‘‘under this section’ are
omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘amount authorized”
are substituted for ‘“‘limitation under such sentence’
for consistency.

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 24902 of this title, referred to in subsecs.
(a)1), (2)(A), (E), was amended by Pub. L. 105-134, title
IV, §405(b)(1), Dec. 2, 1997, 111 Stat. 2586, and, as so
amended, subsec. (a) of that section was repealed and
subsecs. (b), (j), and (m) were redesignated (a), (g), and
(j), respectively.

Act of February 28, 1975 (Public Law 94-6, 89 Stat. 11),
referred to in subsec. (b), provided appropriations for
interim operating assistance for Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration of Department of Transportation in chap-
ter IT which is not classified to the Code.

Section 602 of the Rail Passenger Service Act, re-
ferred to in subsec. (¢), was classified to section 602 of
Title 45, Railroads, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 102-533,
§7(c), Oct. 27, 1992, 106 Stat. 3519.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

“William H. Gray III 30th Street Station’ substituted
for ““30th Street Station” in subsec. (a)(1)(C)(xviii) pur-
suant to section 2 of Pub. L. 113-158, set out below.

Pub. L. 113-158, Aug. 8, 2014, 128 Stat. 1838, provided
that:

“SECTION 1. REDESIGNATION.

“The railroad station located at 29556 Market Street
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, commonly known as
‘30th Street Station’, shall be known and designated as
the ‘William H. Gray III 30th Street Station’.

“SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

“Any reference in a law, map, regulation, document,
paper, or other record of the United States to the rail-
road station referred to in section 1 shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘William H. Gray III 30th Street
Station’.”

§24910. Rail cooperative research program

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall establish
and carry out a rail cooperative research pro-
gram. The program shall—

(1) address, among other matters, intercity
rail passenger and freight rail services, includ-
ing existing rail passenger and freight tech-
nologies and speeds, incrementally enhanced
rail systems and infrastructure, and new high-
speed wheel-on-rail systems;

(2) address ways to expand the transpor-
tation of international trade traffic by rail,
enhance the efficiency of intermodal inter-
change at ports and other intermodal termi-
nals, and increase capacity and availability of
rail service for seasonal freight needs;

(3) consider research on the interconnected-
ness of commuter rail, passenger rail, freight
rail, and other rail networks; and

(4) give consideration to regional concerns
regarding rail passenger and freight transpor-
tation, including meeting research needs com-
mon to designated high-speed corridors, long-
distance rail services, and regional intercity
rail corridors, projects, and entities.

(b) CONTENT.—The program to be carried out
under this section shall include research de-
signed—
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(1) to identify the unique aspects and at-
tributes of rail passenger and freight service;

(2) to develop more accurate models for eval-
uating the impact of rail passenger and freight
service, including the effects on highway and
airport and airway congestion, environmental
quality, and energy consumption;

(3) to develop a better understanding of
modal choice as it affects rail passenger and
freight transportation, including development
of better models to predict utilization;

(4) to recommend priorities for technology
demonstration and development;

(5) to meet additional priorities as deter-
mined by the advisory board established under
subsection (c), including any recommenda-
tions made by the National Research Council;

(6) to explore improvements in management,
financing, and institutional structures;

(7) to address rail capacity constraints that
affect passenger and freight rail service
through a wide variety of options, ranging
from operating improvements to dedicated
new infrastructure, taking into account the
impact of such options on operations;

(8) to improve maintenance, operations, cus-
tomer service, or other aspects of intercity
rail passenger and freight service;

(9) to recommend objective methodologies
for determining intercity passenger rail routes
and services, including the establishment of
new routes, the elimination of existing routes,
and the contraction or expansion of services or
frequencies over such routes;

(10) to review the impact of equipment and
operational safety standards on the further de-
velopment of high-speed passenger rail oper-
ations connected to or integrated with non-
high-speed freight or passenger rail oper-
ations;

(11) to recommend any legislative or regu-
latory changes necessary to foster further de-
velopment and implementation of high-speed
passenger rail operations while ensuring the
safety of such operations that are connected
to or integrated with non-high-speed freight or
passenger rail operations;

(12) to review rail crossing safety improve-
ments, including improvements using new
safety technology;

(13) to review and develop technology de-
signed to reduce train horn noise and its effect
on communities, including broadband horn
technology; and

(14) to improve overall safety of intercity
passenger and freight rail operations.

(c) ADVISORY BOARD.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—In consultation with
the heads of appropriate Federal departments
and agencies, the Secretary shall establish an
advisory board to recommend research, tech-
nology, and technology transfer activities re-
lated to rail passenger and freight transpor-
tation.

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—The advisory board shall
include—

(A) representatives of State transportation
agencies;

(B) transportation and environmental
economists, scientists, and engineers; and

(C) representatives of Amtrak, the Alaska
Railroad, freight railroads, transit operating
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agencies, intercity rail passenger agencies,
railway labor organizations, and environ-
mental organizations.

(3) SUNSET.—The advisory board established
under this subsection ceases to exist effective
January 1, 2019.

(d) NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.—The Sec-
retary may make grants to, and enter into coop-
erative agreements with, the National Academy
of Sciences to carry out such activities relating
to the research, technology, and technology
transfer activities described in subsection (b) as
the Secretary deems appropriate.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There
are authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-
retary of Transportation $5,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2010 through 2013 for carrying out
this section.

(Added Pub. L. 110-432, div. B, title III, §306(a),
Oct. 16, 2008, 122 Stat. 4952; amended Pub. L.
114-94, div. A, title XI, §11316(0), Dec. 4, 2015, 129
Stat. 1679; Pub. L. 115-420, §6(b), Jan. 3, 2019, 132
Stat. 5445.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS
2019—Subsec. (¢)(3). Pub. L. 1156-420 added par. (3).
2015—Subsec. (b)(14). Pub. L. 114-94 added par. (14).
Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 114-94 effective Oct. 1, 2015,
see section 1003 of Pub. L. 114-94, set out as a note
under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Organization
and Employees.

§24911. Federal-State partnership for intercity
passenger rail

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPLICANT.—The term  ‘‘applicant”
means—
(A) a State (including the District of Co-
lumbia);

(B) a group of States;

(C) an Interstate Compact;

(D) a public agency or publicly chartered
authority established by 1 or more States;

(E) a political subdivision of a State;

(F) Amtrak, acting on its own behalf or
under a cooperative agreement with 1 or
more States;

(G) a federally recognized Indian Tribe; or

(H) any combination of the entities de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A) through (G).

(2) INTERCITY RAIL PASSENGER TRANSPOR-
TATION.—The term ‘‘intercity rail passenger
transportation” has the meaning given the
term in section 24102.

(3) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR.—The term ‘‘North-
east Corridor” means—

(A) the main rail line between Boston,

Massachusetts and the District of Columbia;

(B) the branch rail lines connecting to

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Springfield, Mas-

sachusetts, and Spuyten Duyvil, New York;

and
(C) facilities and services used to operate
and maintain lines described in subpara-

graphs (A) and (B).
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(b) GRANT PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation shall develop and im-
plement a program for issuing grants to appli-
cants, on a competitive basis, to fund capital
projects that reduce the state of good repair
backlog, improve performance, or expand or es-
tablish new intercity passenger rail service, in-
cluding privately operated intercity passenger
rail service if an eligible applicant is involved;.!

(¢) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—The following capital
projects, including acquisition of real property
interests, are eligible to receive grants under
this section:

(1) A project to replace, rehabilitate, or re-
pair infrastructure, equipment, or a facility
used for providing intercity passenger rail
service to bring such assets into a state of
good repair.

(2) A project to improve intercity passenger
rail service performance, including reduced
trip times, increased train frequencies, higher
operating speeds, improved reliability, ex-
panded capacity, reduced congestion, elec-
trification, and other improvements, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(3) A project to expand or establish new
intercity passenger rail service.

(4) A group of related projects described in
paragraphs (1) through (3).

(5) The planning, environmental studies, and
final design for a project or group of projects
described in paragraphs (1) through (4).

(d) PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA.—In selecting
a project for funding under this section—
(1) for projects located on the Northeast Cor-
ridor, the Secretary shall—

(A) make selections consistent with the
Northeast Corridor Project Inventory pub-
lished pursuant to subsection (e)(1), unless
when necessary to address materially
changed infrastructure or service conditions,
changes in project sponsor capabilities or
commitments, or other significant changes
since the completion of the most recently
issued Northeast Corridor Project Inventory;
and

(B) for projects that benefit intercity and
commuter rail services, only make such se-
lections when Amtrak and the public au-
thorities providing commuter rail passenger
transportation at the eligible project loca-
tion—

(i) are in compliance with

24905(c)(2); and

(ii) identify funding for the intercity
passenger rail share, the commuter rail
share, and the local share of the eligible
project before the commencement of the
project;

(2) for projects not located on the Northeast
Corridor, the Secretary shall—
(A) give preference to eligible projects—

(i) for which Amtrak is not the sole ap-
plicant;

(ii) that improve the financial perform-
ance, reliability, service frequency, or ad-
dress the state of good repair of an Amtrak
route; and

section

180 in original. The semicolon preceding the period probably

should be a period.
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