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§ 32511. Relationship to other motor vehicle 
standards 

(a) PREEMPTION.—Except as provided in this 
section, a State or a political subdivision of a 
State may prescribe or enforce a bumper stand-
ard for a passenger motor vehicle or passenger 
motor vehicle equipment only if the standard is 
identical to a standard prescribed under section 
32502 of this title. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT.—This chapter and chapter 
301 of this title do not affect the authority of a 
State to enforce a bumper standard about an as-
pect of performance of a passenger motor vehi-
cle or passenger motor vehicle equipment not 
covered by a standard prescribed under section 
32502 of this title if the State bumper standard—

(1) does not conflict with a standard pre-
scribed under chapter 301 of this title; and 

(2) was in effect or prescribed by the State 
on October 20, 1972.

(c) ADDITIONAL AND HIGHER STANDARDS OF 
PERFORMANCE.—The United States Government, 
a State, or a political subdivision of a State may 
prescribe a bumper standard for a passenger 
motor vehicle or passenger motor vehicle equip-
ment obtained for its own use that imposes addi-
tional or higher standards of performance than a 
standard prescribed under section 32502 of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1047.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

32511(a) ...... 15:1920(a). Oct. 20, 1972, Pub. L. 92–513, 
§ 110, 86 Stat. 955. 

32511(b) ...... 15:1920(b)(1). 
32511(c) ...... 15:1920(b)(2). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘may prescribe or en-

force . . . only if the standard is identical’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘no . . . shall have any authority to estab-

lish or enforce with respect to . . . which is not iden-

tical’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘a 

standard prescribed under section 32502 of this title’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘Federal bumper standard’’ for clar-

ity. 
In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘‘to con-

tinue’’ are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘a bumper 

standard about an aspect of performance . . . not cov-

ered by a standard prescribed under section 32502 of this 

title’’ are substituted for ‘‘Until a Federal bumper 

standard takes effect with respect to an aspect of per-

formance’’ and ‘‘any bumper standard which is applica-

ble to the same aspect of performance of such vehicle 

or item of equipment’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. 

The words ‘‘if the State bumper standard’’ are added 

for clarity. 
In subsection (c), the words ‘‘that imposes additional 

or higher standards of performance than’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘which is not identical to . . . if such re-

quirement imposes an additional or higher standard of 

performance’’ for clarity and to eliminate unnecessary 

words.
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§ 32701. Findings and purposes 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—
(1) buyers of motor vehicles rely heavily on 

the odometer reading as an index of the condi-
tion and value of a vehicle; 

(2) buyers are entitled to rely on the odom-
eter reading as an accurate indication of the 
mileage of the vehicle; 

(3) an accurate indication of the mileage as-
sists a buyer in deciding on the safety and re-
liability of the vehicle; and 

(4) motor vehicles move in, or affect, inter-
state and foreign commerce.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this chapter 
are—

(1) to prohibit tampering with motor vehicle 
odometers; and 

(2) to provide safeguards to protect pur-
chasers in the sale of motor vehicles with al-
tered or reset odometers. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1048.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

32701(a) ...... 15:1981 (1st sen-
tence). 

Oct. 20, 1972, Pub. L. 92–513, 
§ 401, 86 Stat. 961. 

32701(b) ...... 15:1981 (last sen-
tence). 

§ 32702. Definitions 

In this chapter—
(1) ‘‘auction company’’ means a person tak-

ing possession of a motor vehicle owned by an-
other to sell at an auction. 

(2) ‘‘dealer’’ means a person that sold at 
least 5 motor vehicles during the prior 12 
months to buyers that in good faith bought 
the vehicles other than for resale. 

(3) ‘‘distributor’’ means a person that sold at 
least 5 motor vehicles during the prior 12 
months for resale. 

(4) ‘‘leased motor vehicle’’ means a motor 
vehicle leased to a person for at least 4 months 
by a lessor that leased at least 5 vehicles dur-
ing the prior 12 months. 

(5) ‘‘odometer’’ means an instrument or sys-
tem of components for measuring and record-
ing the distance a motor vehicle is driven, but 
does not include an auxiliary instrument or 
system of components designed to be reset by 
the operator of the vehicle to record mileage 
of a trip. 

(6) ‘‘repair’’ and ‘‘replace’’ mean to restore 
to a sound working condition by replacing any 
part of an odometer or by correcting any inop-
erative part of an odometer. 

(7) ‘‘title’’ means the certificate of title or 
other document issued by the State indicating 
ownership. 

(8) ‘‘transfer’’ means to change ownership by 
sale, gift, or any other means. 
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