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(C) equipment and software that enhance 
airspace control procedures or assist in en 
route surveillance, including oceanic and 
offshore flight tracking.

(2) PROJECT SPONSOR.—The term ‘‘project 
sponsor’’ means any major user of the national 
airspace system, as determined by the Sec-
retary, including a public-use airport or a 
joint venture between a public-use airport and 
one or more air carriers.

(f) TRANSFERS OF EQUIPMENT.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, and upon 
agreement by the Administrator, a project spon-
sor may transfer, without consideration, to the 
Federal Aviation Administration, facilities, 
equipment, or automation tools, the purchase of 
which was assisted by a grant made under this 
section, if such facilities, equipment or tools 
meet Federal Aviation Administration oper-
ation and maintenance criteria. 

(g) GUIDELINES.—The Administrator shall 
issue advisory guidelines on the implementation 
of the program. The guidelines shall not be sub-
ject to administrative rulemaking requirements 
under subchapter II of chapter 5 of title 5. 

(Added Pub. L. 108–176, title I, § 183(a), Dec. 12, 
2003, 117 Stat. 2516.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning 

after Sept. 30, 2003, except as otherwise specifically pro-

vided, see section 3 of Pub. L. 108–176, set out as an Ef-

fective Date of 2003 Amendment note under section 106 

of this title. 

§ 44518. Advanced Materials Center of Excellence 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration shall continue 
operation of the Advanced Materials Center of 
Excellence (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘Center’’) under its structure as in effect on 
March 1, 2016, which shall focus on applied re-
search and training on the durability and main-
tainability of advanced materials in transport 
airframe structures. 

(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Center shall—
(1) promote and facilitate collaboration 

among academia, the Transportation Division 
of the Federal Aviation Administration, and 
the commercial aircraft industry, including 
manufacturers, commercial air carriers, and 
suppliers; and 

(2) establish goals set to advance tech-
nology, improve engineering practices, and fa-
cilitate continuing education in relevant areas 
of study.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Out of 
amounts appropriated under section 48102(a), the 
Administrator may expend not more than 
$10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 through 
2023 to carry out this section. Amounts appro-
priated under the preceding sentence for each 
fiscal year shall remain available until ex-
pended. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title VII, § 762(a), 
Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3428; amended Pub. L. 
116–260, div. V, title I, § 134, Dec. 27, 2020, 134 
Stat. 2356.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 116–260 added subsec. (c). 

§ 44519. Certification personnel continuing edu-
cation and training 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration shall—

(1) develop a program for regular recurrent 
training of engineers, inspectors, and other 
subject-matter experts employed in the Air-
craft Certification Service of the Administra-
tion in accordance with the training strategy 
developed pursuant to section 231 of the FAA 
Reauthorization Act of 2018 (Public Law 
115–254; 132 Stat. 3256); 

(2) to the maximum extent practicable, im-
plement measures, including assignments in 
multiple divisions of the Aircraft Certification 
Service, to ensure that such engineers and 
other subject-matter experts in the Aircraft 
Certification Service have access to diverse 
professional opportunities that expand their 
knowledge and skills; 

(3) develop a program to provide continuing 
education and training to Administration per-
sonnel who hold positions involving aircraft 
certification and flight standards, including 
human factors specialists, engineers, flight 
test pilots, inspectors, and, as determined ap-
propriate by the Administrator, industry per-
sonnel who may be responsible for compliance 
activities including designees; and 

(4) in consultation with outside experts, de-
velop—

(A) an education and training curriculum 
on current and new aircraft technologies, 
human factors, project management, and the 
roles and responsibilities associated with 
oversight of designees; and 

(B) recommended practices for compliance 
with Administration regulations.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Administrator 
shall, to the maximum extent practicable, en-
sure that actions taken pursuant to subsection 
(a)—

(1) permit engineers, inspectors, and other 
subject matter experts to continue developing 
knowledge of, and expertise in, new and 
emerging technologies in systems design, 
flight controls, principles of aviation safety, 
system oversight, and certification project 
management; 

(2) minimize the likelihood of an individual 
developing an inappropriate bias toward a de-
signer or manufacturer of aircraft, aircraft en-
gines, propellers, or appliances; 

(3) are consistent with any applicable collec-
tive bargaining agreements; and 

(4) account for gaps in knowledge and skills 
(as identified by the Administrator in con-
sultation with the exclusive bargaining rep-
resentatives certified under section 7111 of 
title 5, United States Code) between Adminis-
tration employees and private-sector employ-
ees for each group of Administration employ-
ees covered under this section.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There 
is authorized to be appropriated to the Adminis-
trator, $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 
through 2023 to carry out this section. Amounts 
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