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(A) comply with the requirements applica-
ble to the category of the rotorcraft under 
paragraphs (1), (2), (3), (5), and (6) of section 
27.952(a), section 27.952(c), section 27.952(f), 
section 27.952(g), section 27.963(g) (but allow-
ing for a minimum puncture force of 250 
pounds if successfully drop tested in-struc-
ture), and section 27.975(b) or paragraphs (1), 
(2), (3), (5), and (6) of section 29.952(a), sec-
tion 29.952(c), section 29.952(f), section 
29.952(g), section 29.963(b) (but allowing for a 
minimum puncture force of 250 pounds if 
successfully drop tested in-structure), and 
29.975(a)(7) of title 14, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, as in effect on the date of enactment 
of this section; or 

(B) employ other means acceptable to the 
Administrator to provide an equivalent level 
of fuel system crash resistance.

(2) COVERED ROTORCRAFT DEFINED.—In this 
subsection, the term ‘‘covered rotorcraft’’ 
means a rotorcraft not otherwise required to 
comply with section 27.952, section 27.963, and 
section 27.975, or section 29.952, section 29.963, 
and section 29.975 of title 14, Code of Federal 
Regulations as in effect on the date of enact-
ment of this section for which manufacture 
was completed, as determined by the Adminis-
trator, on or after the date that is 18 months 
after the date of enactment of this section.

(b) ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.—The Admin-
istrator shall—

(1) expedite the certification and validation 
of United States and foreign type designs and 
retrofit kits that improve fuel system crash-
worthiness; and 

(2) not later than 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this section, and periodically 
thereafter, issue a bulletin to—

(A) inform rotorcraft owners and operators 
of available modifications to improve fuel 
system crashworthiness; and 

(B) urge that such modifications be in-
stalled as soon as practicable.

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
section may be construed to affect the operation 
of a rotorcraft by the Department of Defense. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title III, § 317(a), 
Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3268.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

text, is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 115–254, which 

was approved Oct. 5, 2018. 

CODIFICATION 

Another section 44737 was renumbered section 44740 of 

this title. 

§ 44738. Training on human trafficking for cer-
tain staff 

In addition to other training requirements, 
each air carrier shall provide training to ticket 
counter agents, gate agents, and other air car-
rier workers whose jobs require regular inter-
action with passengers on recognizing and re-
sponding to potential human trafficking vic-
tims. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title IV, § 408(a), 
Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3330.) 

§ 44739. Pets on airplanes 

(a) PROHIBITION.—It shall be unlawful for any 
person to place a live animal in an overhead 
storage compartment of an aircraft operated 
under part 121 of title 14, Code of Federal Regu-
lations. 

(b) CIVIL PENALTY.—The Administrator may 
impose a civil penalty under section 46301 for 
each violation of this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title IV, § 417(a), 
Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3334.) 

§ 44740. Special rule for certain aircraft oper-
ations 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The operator of an aircraft 
with a special airworthiness certification in the 
experimental category may—

(1) operate the aircraft for the purpose of 
conducting a space support vehicle flight (as 
that term is defined in section 50902 of title 
51); and 

(2) conduct such flight under such certificate 
carrying persons or property for compensation 
or hire—

(A) notwithstanding any rule or term of a 
certificate issued by the Administrator of 
the Federal Aviation Administration that 
would prohibit flight for compensation or 
hire; or 

(B) without obtaining a certificate issued 
by the Administrator to conduct air carrier 
or commercial operations.

(b) LIMITED APPLICABILITY.—Subsection (a) 
shall apply only to a space support vehicle flight 
that satisfies each of the following: 

(1) The aircraft conducting the space support 
vehicle flight—

(A) takes flight and lands at a single site 
that is operated by an entity licensed for op-
eration under chapter 509 of title 51; 

(B) is owned or operated by a launch or re-
entry vehicle operator licensed under chap-
ter 509 of title 51, or on behalf of a launch or 
reentry vehicle operator licensed under 
chapter 509 of title 51; 

(C) is a launch vehicle, a reentry vehicle, 
or a component of a launch or reentry vehi-
cle licensed for operations pursuant to chap-
ter 509 of title 51; and 

(D) is used only to simulate space flight 
conditions in support of—

(i) training for potential space flight par-
ticipants, government astronauts, or crew 
(as those terms are defined in chapter 509 
of title 51); 

(ii) the testing of hardware to be used in 
space flight; or 

(iii) research and development tasks, 
which require the unique capabilities of 
the aircraft conducting the flight.

(c) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—
(1) SPACE SUPPORT VEHICLES.—Section 

44711(a)(1) shall not apply to a person con-
ducting a space support vehicle flight under 
this section only to the extent that a term of 
the experimental certificate under which the 
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person is operating the space support vehicle 
prohibits the carriage of persons or property 
for compensation or hire. 

(2) AUTHORITY OF ADMINISTRATOR.—Nothing 
in this section shall be construed to limit the 
authority of the Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration to exempt a person 
from a regulatory prohibition on the carriage 
of persons or property for compensation or 
hire subject to terms and conditions other 
than those described in this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title V, § 581(b)(1), 
Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3398, § 44737; renumbered 
§ 44740 and amended Pub. L. 116–260, div. V, title 
I, § 107(d)(1), (3), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2326.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Pub. L. 116–260, § 107(d)(3)(A), struck out period 

after ‘‘operations’’ in section catchline. 

Pub. L. 116–260, § 107(d)(1), renumbered section 44737 of 

this title as this section. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 116–260, § 107(d)(3)(B), sub-

stituted ‘‘section’’ for ‘‘chapter’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 116–260, § 107(d)(3)(C), struck out 

‘‘(1)’’ the second time appearing before ‘‘The’’ in intro-

ductory provisions. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 116–260, § 107(d)(3)(D), inserted 

period at end.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

RULE OF CONSTRUCTION RELATING TO ROLE OF NASA 

Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title V, § 581(b)(3), Oct. 5, 2018, 

132 Stat. 3399, provided that: ‘‘Nothing in this sub-

section [enacting this section] shall be construed as 

limiting the ability of [the] National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration (NASA) to place conditions on or 

otherwise qualify the operations of NASA contractors 

providing NASA services.’’

§ 44741. Approval of organization designation au-
thorization unit members 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning January 1, 2022, 
each individual who is selected on or after such 
date to become an ODA unit member by an ODA 
holder engaged in the design of an aircraft, air-
craft engine, propeller, or appliance and per-
forms an authorized function pursuant to a dele-
gation by the Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration under section 
44702(d)—

(1) shall be—
(A) an employee, a contractor, or a con-

sultant of the ODA holder; or 
(B) the employee of a supplier of the ODA 

holder; and

(2) may not become a member of such unit 
unless approved by the Administrator pursu-
ant to this section.

(b) PROCESS AND TIMELINE.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

maintain an efficient process for the review 
and approval of an individual to become an 
ODA unit member under this section. 

(2) PROCESS.—An ODA holder described in 
subsection (a) may submit to the Adminis-
trator an application for an individual to be 
approved to become an ODA unit member 
under this section. The application shall be 

submitted in such form and manner as the Ad-
ministrator determines appropriate. The Ad-
ministrator shall require an ODA holder to 
submit with such an application information 
sufficient to demonstrate an individual’s 
qualifications under subsection (c). 

(3) TIMELINE.—The Administrator shall ap-
prove or reject an individual that is selected 
by an ODA holder to become an ODA unit 
member under this section not later than 30 
days after the receipt of an application by an 
ODA holder. 

(4) DOCUMENTATION OF APPROVAL.—Upon ap-
proval of an individual to become an ODA unit 
member under this section, the Administrator 
shall provide such individual a letter con-
firming that such individual has been ap-
proved by the Administrator under this sec-
tion to be an ODA unit member. 

(5) REAPPLICATION.—An ODA holder may 
submit an application under this subsection 
for an individual to become an ODA unit mem-
ber under this section regardless of whether an 
application for such individual was previously 
rejected by the Administrator.

(c) QUALIFICATIONS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

issue minimum qualifications for an indi-
vidual to become an ODA unit member under 
this section. In issuing such qualifications, the 
Administrator shall consider existing quali-
fications for Administration employees with 
similar duties and whether such individual—

(A) is technically proficient and qualified 
to perform the authorized functions sought; 

(B) has no recent record of serious enforce-
ment action, as determined by the Adminis-
trator, taken by the Administrator with re-
spect to any certificate, approval, or author-
ization held by such individual; 

(C) is of good moral character (as such 
qualification is applied to an applicant for 
an airline transport pilot certificate issued 
under section 44703); 

(D) possesses the knowledge of applicable 
design or production requirements in this 
chapter and in title 14, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, necessary for performance of the 
authorized functions sought; 

(E) possesses a high degree of knowledge of 
applicable design or production principles, 
system safety principles, or safety risk man-
agement processes appropriate for the au-
thorized functions sought; and 

(F) meets such testing, examination, 
training, or other qualification standards as 
the Administrator determines are necessary 
to ensure the individual is competent and 
capable of performing the authorized func-
tions sought.

(2) PREVIOUSLY REJECTED APPLICATION.—In 
reviewing an application for an individual to 
become an ODA unit member under this sec-
tion, if an application for such individual was 
previously rejected, the Administrator shall 
ensure that the reasons for the prior rejection 
have been resolved or mitigated to the Admin-
istrator’s satisfaction before making a deter-
mination on the individual’s reapplication.

(d) RESCISSION OF APPROVAL.—The Adminis-
trator may rescind an approval of an individual 
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