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1 See References in Text note below.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–181 applicable only to fis-

cal years beginning after Sept. 30, 1999, see section 3 of 

Pub. L. 106–181, set out as a note under section 106 of 

this title. 

§ 49105. Capital improvements, construction, and 
rehabilitation 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Con-
gress that the Metropolitan Washington Air-
ports Authority—

(1) should pursue the improvement, con-
struction, and rehabilitation of the facilities 
at Washington Dulles International Airport 
and Ronald Reagan Washington National Air-
port simultaneously; and 

(2) to the extent practicable, should cause 
the improvement, construction, and rehabili-
tation proposed by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation to be completed at Washington Dulles 
International Airport and Ronald Reagan 
Washington National Airport within 5 years 
after March 30, 1988.

(b) SECRETARY’S ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary 
shall assist the 3 airports serving the District of 
Columbia metropolitan area in planning for 
operational and capital improvements at those 
airports and shall accelerate consideration of 
applications for United States Government fi-
nancial assistance by whichever of the 3 airports 
is most in need of increasing airside capacity. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–102, § 2(26), Nov. 20, 1997, 111 
Stat. 2210; amended Pub. L. 105–154, § 2(a)(1)(D), 
Feb. 6, 1998, 112 Stat. 3.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

49105(a) ...... (uncodified). Oct. 18, 1986, Pub. L. 99–500, 
title VI, § 6006(a), 100 Stat. 
1783–378. 

Oct. 30, 1986, Pub. L. 99–591, 
title VI, § 6006(a), 100 Stat. 
3341–381. 

49105(b) ...... (uncodified). Oct. 18, 1986, Pub. L. 99–500, 
title VI, § 6006(b), 100 Stat. 
1783–379. 

Oct. 30, 1986, Pub. L. 99–591, 
title VI, § 6006(b), 100 Stat. 
3341–382. 

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 49105 was renumbered section 50105 of 

this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (a)(1), (2). Pub. L. 105–154 substituted 

‘‘Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport’’ for 

‘‘Washington National Airport’’. 

§ 49106. Metropolitan Washington Airports Au-
thority 

(a) STATUS.—The Metropolitan Washington 
Airports Authority shall be—

(1) a public body corporate and politic with 
the powers and jurisdiction—

(A) conferred upon it jointly by the legis-
lative authority of Virginia and the District 
of Columbia or by either of them and con-
curred in by the legislative authority of the 
other jurisdiction; and 

(B) that at least meet the specifications of 
this section and section 49108 1 of this title; 

(2) independent of Virginia and its local gov-
ernments, the District of Columbia, and the 
United States Government; and 

(3) a political subdivision constituted only 
to operate and improve the Metropolitan 
Washington Airports as primary airports serv-
ing the Metropolitan Washington area.

(b) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—(1) The Airports Au-
thority shall be authorized—

(A) to acquire, maintain, improve, operate, 
protect, and promote the Metropolitan Wash-
ington Airports for public purposes; 

(B) to issue bonds from time to time in its 
discretion for public purposes, including pay-
ing any part of the cost of airport improve-
ments, construction, and rehabilitation and 
the acquisition of real and personal property, 
including operating equipment for the air-
ports; 

(C) to acquire real and personal property by 
purchase, lease, transfer, or exchange; 

(D) to exercise the powers of eminent do-
main in Virginia that are conferred on it by 
Virginia; 

(E) to levy fees or other charges; and 
(F) to make and maintain agreements with 

employee organizations to the extent that the 
Federal Aviation Administration was author-
ized to do so on October 18, 1986.

(2) Bonds issued under paragraph (1)(B) of this 
subsection—

(A) are not a debt of Virginia, the District of 
Columbia, or a political subdivision of Vir-
ginia or the District of Columbia; and 

(B) may be secured by the Airports 
Authority’s revenues generally, or exclusively 
from the income and revenues of certain des-
ignated projects whether or not any part of 
the projects are financed from the proceeds of 
the bonds.

(c) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.—(1) The Airports Au-
thority shall be governed by a board of directors 
composed of the following 17 members: 

(A) 7 members appointed by the Governor of 
Virginia; 

(B) 4 members appointed by the Mayor of the 
District of Columbia; 

(C) 3 members appointed by the Governor of 
Maryland; and 

(D) 3 members appointed by the President 
with the advice and consent of the Senate.

(2) The chairman of the board shall be ap-
pointed from among the members by majority 
vote of the members and shall serve until re-
placed by majority vote of the members. 

(3) Members of the board shall be appointed to 
the board for 6 years, except that of the mem-
bers first appointed by the President after Octo-
ber 9, 1996, one shall be appointed for 4 years. 
Any member of the board shall be eligible for re-
appointment for 1 additional term. A member 
shall not serve after the expiration of the mem-
ber’s term(s). 

(4) A member of the board—
(A) may not hold elective or appointive po-

litical office; 
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