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certain sums for deposit into War Claims Fund, prior to 

repeal by Pub. L. 100–418, title II, § 2501(a)(1), Aug. 23, 

1988, 102 Stat. 1371. See section 4336(b) of this title. 
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CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 100–383, Aug. 10, 1988, 102 Stat. 903, comprising 
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§ 4201. Purposes 

The purposes of this chapter are to—
(1) acknowledge the fundamental injustice of 

the evacuation, relocation, and internment of 
United States citizens and permanent resident 
aliens of Japanese ancestry during World War 
II; 

(2) apologize on behalf of the people of the 
United States for the evacuation, relocation, 
and internment of such citizens and perma-
nent resident aliens; 

(3) provide for a public education fund to fi-
nance efforts to inform the public about the 
internment of such individuals so as to pre-
vent the recurrence of any similar event; 

(4) make restitution to those individuals of 
Japanese ancestry who were interned; 

(5) make restitution to Aleut residents of 
the Pribilof Islands and the Aleutian Islands 
west of Unimak Island, in settlement of 
United States obligations in equity and at law, 
for—

(A) injustices suffered and unreasonable 
hardships endured while those Aleut resi-
dents were under United States control dur-
ing World War II; 

(B) personal property taken or destroyed 
by United States forces during World War II; 

(C) community property, including com-
munity church property, taken or destroyed 
by United States forces during World War II; 
and 

(D) traditional village lands on Attu Island 
not rehabilitated after World War II for 
Aleut occupation or other productive use;

(6) discourage the occurrence of similar in-
justices and violations of civil liberties in the 
future; and 

(7) make more credible and sincere any dec-
laration of concern by the United States over 
violations of human rights committed by 
other nations. 

(Pub. L. 100–383, § 1, Aug. 10, 1988, 102 Stat. 903.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 1989 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

§ 4202. Statement of the Congress 

(a) With regard to individuals of Japanese ances-
try 

The Congress recognizes that, as described by 
the Commission on Wartime Relocation and In-
ternment of Civilians, a grave injustice was 
done to both citizens and permanent resident 
aliens of Japanese ancestry by the evacuation, 
relocation, and internment of civilians during 
World War II. As the Commission documents, 
these actions were carried out without adequate 
security reasons and without any acts of espio-
nage or sabotage documented by the Commis-
sion, and were motivated largely by racial preju-
dice, wartime hysteria, and a failure of political 
leadership. The excluded individuals of Japanese 
ancestry suffered enormous damages, both ma-
terial and intangible, and there were incalcu-
lable losses in education and job training, all of 
which resulted in significant human suffering 
for which appropriate compensation has not 
been made. For these fundamental violations of 
the basic civil liberties and constitutional rights 
of these individuals of Japanese ancestry, the 
Congress apologizes on behalf of the Nation. 

(b) With respect to the Aleuts 

The Congress recognizes that, as described by 
the Commission on Wartime Relocation and In-
ternment of Civilians, the Aleut civilian resi-
dents of the Pribilof Islands and the Aleutian Is-
lands west of Unimak Island were relocated dur-
ing World War II to temporary camps in isolated 
regions of southeast Alaska where they re-
mained, under United States control and in the 
care of the United States, until long after any 
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