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Destruction Office, shall carry out a program to 

coordinate the Department’s efforts related to 

defending the food, agriculture, and veterinary 

systems of the United States against terrorism 

and other high-consequence events that pose a 

high risk to homeland security. 

(b) Program elements 

The coordination program required by sub-

section (a) shall include, at a minimum, the fol-

lowing: 

(1) Providing oversight and management of 

the Department’s responsibilities pursuant to 

Homeland Security Presidential Directive 

9–Defense of United States Agriculture and 

Food. 

(2) Providing oversight and integration of 

the Department’s activities related to veteri-

nary public health, food defense, and agricul-

tural security. 

(3) Leading the Department’s policy initia-

tives relating to food, animal, and agricultural 

incidents, and the impact of such incidents on 

animal and public health. 

(4) Leading the Department’s policy initia-

tives relating to overall domestic preparedness 

for and collective response to agricultural ter-

rorism. 

(5) Coordinating with other Department 

components, including U.S. Customs and Bor-

der Protection, as appropriate, on activities 

related to food and agriculture security and 

screening procedures for domestic and im-

ported products. 

(6) Coordinating with appropriate Federal 

departments and agencies. 

(7) Other activities as determined necessary 

by the Secretary. 

(c) Rule of construction 

Nothing in this section may be construed as 

altering or superseding the authority of the Sec-

retary of Agriculture or the Secretary of Health 

and Human Services. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title V, § 528, as added Pub. L. 

115–43, § 2(a), June 30, 2017, 131 Stat. 884; amended 

Pub. L. 115–387, § 2(f)(5), Dec. 21, 2018, 132 Stat. 

5168.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 115–387 substituted ‘‘the 

Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office,’’ for 

‘‘Health Affairs,’’. 

§ 321r. Transfer of equipment during a public 
health emergency 

(a) Authorization of transfer of equipment 

During a public health emergency declared by 

the Secretary of Health and Human Services 

under section 247d(a) of title 42, the Secretary, 

at the request of the Secretary of Health and 

Human Services, may transfer to the Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services, on a reim-

bursable basis, excess personal protective equip-

ment or medically necessary equipment in the 

possession of the Department. 

(b) Determination by Secretaries 

(1) In general 

In carrying out this section—

(A) before requesting a transfer under sub-

section (a), the Secretary of Health and 

Human Services shall determine whether the 

personal protective equipment or medically 

necessary equipment is otherwise available; 

and 

(B) before initiating a transfer under sub-

section (a), the Secretary, in consultation 

with the heads of each component within the 

Department, shall—

(i) determine whether the personal pro-

tective equipment or medically necessary 

equipment requested to be transferred 

under subsection (a) is excess equipment; 

and 

(ii) certify that the transfer of the per-

sonal protective equipment or medically 

necessary equipment will not adversely 

impact the health or safety of officers, em-

ployees, or contractors of the Department. 

(2) Notification 

The Secretary of Health and Human Serv-

ices and the Secretary shall each submit to 

Congress a notification explaining the deter-

mination made under subparagraphs (A) and 

(B), respectively, of paragraph (1). 

(3) Required inventory 

(A) In general 

The Secretary shall—

(i) acting through the Chief Medical Offi-

cer of the Department, maintain an inven-

tory of all personal protective equipment 

and medically necessary equipment in the 

possession of the Department; and 

(ii) make the inventory required under 

clause (i) available, on a continual basis, 

to—

(I) the Secretary of Health and Human 

Services; and 

(II) the Committee on Appropriations 

and the Committee on Homeland Secu-

rity and Governmental Affairs of the 

Senate and the Committee on Appropria-

tions and the Committee on Homeland 

Security of the House of Representa-

tives. 

(B) Form 

Each inventory required to be made avail-

able under subparagraph (A) shall be sub-

mitted in unclassified form, but may include 

a classified annex. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title V, § 529, as added Pub. L. 

117–58, div. G, title IX, § 70953(f)(2)(A), Nov. 15, 

2021, 135 Stat. 1315.) 

§ 322. Continuity of the economy plan 

(a) Requirement 

(1) In general 

The President shall develop and maintain a 

plan to maintain and restore the economy of 

the United States in response to a significant 

event. 

(2) Principles 

The plan required under paragraph (1) 

shall—

(A) be consistent with—

(i) a free market economy; and 
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