
Page 1065 TITLE 7—AGRICULTURE § 1926c 

‘‘(A) interim final regulations to carry out section 
306A of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act [7 U.S.C. 1926a] (as added by subsection (a) 
of this section) not later than 45 days after the date 
of enactment of this Act [Aug. 14, 1989]; and 

‘‘(B) final regulations to carry out section 306A of 
such Act not later than 90 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act. 
‘‘(2) FUNDS.—

‘‘(A) OBLIGATION.—The Secretary shall designate 70 
percent of the funds made available for the first fiscal 
year for which appropriations are made under section 
306A(i) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act not later than 5 months after the date such 
funds are appropriated. 

‘‘(B) RELEASE.—The Secretary may release funds 
prior to the issuance of final regulations under para-
graph (1)(B) for grants under section 306A(a)(1) of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act.’’

§ 1926b. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–127, title VII, § 743, 
Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1125

Section, Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 306B, as added Pub. 
L. 101–624, title XXIII, § 2326(a), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 
4014, related to emergency community water assistance 
grant program, including general provisions and provi-
sions relating to priority, eligibility, uses, restrictions, 
maximum grants, full funding, application, and limita-
tions on authorization of appropriations. 

§ 1926c. Water and waste facility loans and 
grants to alleviate health risks 

(a) Loans and grants to persons other than indi-
viduals 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall make or insure loans 
and make grants to rural water supply cor-
porations, cooperatives, or similar entities, In-
dian tribes on Federal and State reservations 
and other federally recognized Indian tribes, 
and public agencies, to provide for the con-
servation, development, use, and control of 
water (including the extension or improve-
ment of existing water supply systems), and 
the installation or improvement of drainage or 
waste disposal facilities and essential commu-
nity facilities including necessary related 
equipment. Such loans and grants shall be 
available only to provide such water and waste 
facilities and services to communities whose 
residents face significant health risks, as de-
termined by the Secretary, due to the fact 
that a significant proportion of the commu-
nity’s residents do not have access to, or are 
not served by, adequate affordable—

(A) water supply systems; or 
(B) waste disposal facilities. 

(2) Certain areas targeted 

(A) In general 

Loans and grants under paragraph (1) shall 
be made only if the loan or grant funds will 
be used primarily to provide water or waste 
services, or both, to residents of a county—

(i) the per capita income of the residents 
of which is not more than 70 percent of the 
national average per capita income, as de-
termined by the Department of Commerce; 
and 

(ii) the unemployment rate of the resi-
dents of which is not less than 125 percent 
of the national average unemployment 

rate, as determined by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 

(B) Exception 

Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), loans 
and grants under paragraph (1) may also be 
made if the loan or grant funds will be used 
primarily to provide water or waste services, 
or both, to residents of a rural area that was 
recognized as a colonia as of October 1, 1989. 

(b) Loans and grants to individuals 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall make or insure loans 
and make grants to individuals who reside in 
a community described in subsection (a)(1) for 
the purpose of extending water supply and 
waste disposal systems, connecting the sys-
tems to the residences of the individuals, or 
installing plumbing and fixtures within the 
residences of the individuals to facilitate the 
use of the water supply and waste disposal sys-
tems. Such loans shall be at a rate of interest 
no greater than the Federal Financing Bank 
rate on loans of a similar term at the time 
such loans are made. The repayment of such 
loans shall be amortized over the expected life 
of the water supply or waste disposal system 
to which the residence of the borrower will be 
connected. 

(2) Manner in which loans and grants are to be 
made 

Loans and grants to individuals under para-
graph (1) shall be made—

(A) directly to such individuals by the Sec-
retary; or 

(B) to such individuals through the rural 
water supply corporation, cooperative, or 
similar entity, or public agency, providing 
such water supply or waste disposal services, 
pursuant to regulations issued by the Sec-
retary. 

(c) Preference 

The Secretary shall give preference in the 
awarding of loans and grants—

(1) under subsection (a) to rural water supply 
corporations, cooperatives, or similar entities, 
or public agencies, that propose to provide 
water supply or waste disposal services to the 
residents of those rural subdivisions com-
monly referred to as colonias, that are charac-
terized by substandard housing, inadequate 
roads and drainage, and a lack of adequate 
water or waste facilities; and 

(2) under subsection (b) to individuals who 
reside in a rural subdivision commonly re-
ferred to as a colonia, that is characterized by 
substandard housing, inadequate roads and 
drainage, and a lack of adequate water or 
waste facilities. 

(d) ‘‘Cooperative’’ defined 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘cooper-
ative’’ means a cooperative formed specifically 
for the purpose of the installation, expansion, 
improvement, or operation of water supply or 
waste disposal facilities or systems. 

(e) Authorization of appropriations 

(1) In general 

Subject to paragraph (2), there are author-
ized to be appropriated—
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