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Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 2008q(a) of this title, referred to in subsec. 
(a), was repealed by Pub. L. 115–334, title VI, 
§ 6601(a)(1)(E), Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 4775. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 
sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 
Pub. L. 110–246. 

Section was enacted as part of the Food, Conserva-
tion, and Energy Act of 2008, and not as part of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act which com-
prises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 113–79 amended subsec. (d) 
generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 
‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated such sums as 
are necessary to carry out this section for each of fiscal 
years 2008 through 2012.’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Enactment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as a note under section 8701 of 
this title. 

DEFINITION OF ‘‘SECRETARY’’

‘‘Secretary’’ as meaning the Secretary of Agri-
culture, see section 8701 of this title. 

§ 2008r. Repealed. Pub. L. 115–334, title VI, 
§ 6601(a)(1)(F), Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 4776

Section, Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 379D, as added Pub. 
L. 107–171, title VI, § 6027(i), May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 374, 
related to Delta region agricultural economic develop-
ment. 

§ 2008s. Rural microentrepreneur assistance pro-
gram 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Indian tribe 

The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 5304 of title 25. 

(2) Microentrepreneur 

The term ‘‘microentrepreneur’’ means an 
owner and operator, or prospective owner and 
operator, of a rural microenterprise who is un-
able to obtain sufficient training, technical as-
sistance, or credit other than under this sec-
tion, as determined by the Secretary. 

(3) Microenterprise development organization 

The term ‘‘microenterprise development or-
ganization’’ means an organization that—

(A) is—
(i) a nonprofit entity; 
(ii) an Indian tribe, the tribal govern-

ment of which certifies to the Secretary 
that—

(I) no microenterprise development or-
ganization serves the Indian tribe; and 

(II) no rural microentrepreneur assist-
ance program exists under the jurisdic-
tion of the Indian tribe; or

(iii) a public institution of higher edu-
cation;

(B) provides training and technical assist-
ance to rural microentrepreneurs; 

(C) facilitates access to capital or another 
service described in subsection (b) for rural 
microenterprises; and 

(D) has a demonstrated record of deliv-
ering services to rural microentrepreneurs, 
or an effective plan to develop a program to 
deliver services to rural microentrepreneurs, 
as determined by the Secretary. 

(4) Microloan 

The term ‘‘microloan’’ means a business 
loan of not more than $50,000 that is provided 
to a rural microenterprise. 

(5) Program 

The term ‘‘program’’ means the rural micro-
entrepreneur assistance program established 
under subsection (b). 

(6) Rural microenterprise 

The term ‘‘rural microenterprise’’ means—
(A) a sole proprietorship located in a rural 

area; or 
(B) a business entity with not more than 10 

full-time-equivalent employees located in a 
rural area. 

(b) Rural microentrepreneur assistance program 

(1) Establishment 

The Secretary shall establish a rural micro-
entrepreneur assistance program to provide 
loans and grants to support microentre-
preneurs in the development and ongoing suc-
cess of rural microenterprises. 

(2) Purpose 

The purpose of the program is to provide 
microentrepreneurs with—

(A) the skills necessary to establish new 
rural microenterprises; and 

(B) continuing technical and financial as-
sistance related to the successful operation 
of rural microenterprises. 

(3) Loans 

(A) In general 

The Secretary shall make loans to micro-
enterprise development organizations for the 
purpose of providing fixed interest rate 
microloans to microentrepreneurs for start-
up and growing rural microenterprises. 

(B) Loan terms 

A loan made by the Secretary to a micro-
enterprise development organization under 
this paragraph shall—

(i) be for a term not to exceed 20 years; 
and 

(ii) bear an annual interest rate of at 
least 1 percent. 

(C) Loan loss reserve fund 

The Secretary shall require each micro-
enterprise development organization that re-
ceives a loan under this paragraph to—

(i) establish a loan loss reserve fund; and 
(ii) maintain the reserve fund in an 

amount equal to at least 5 percent of the 
outstanding balance of such loans owed by 
the microenterprise development organiza-
tion, until all obligations owed to the Sec-
retary under this paragraph are repaid. 



Page 1174TITLE 7—AGRICULTURE§ 2008s 

(D) Deferral of interest and principal 

The Secretary may permit the deferral of 
payments on principal and interest due on a 
loan to a microenterprise development orga-
nization made under this paragraph for a 2-
year period beginning on the date the loan is 
made. 

(4) Grants 

(A) Grants to support rural microenterprise 
development 

(i) In general 

The Secretary shall make grants to 
microenterprise development organiza-
tions to—

(I) provide training, operational sup-
port, business planning, and market de-
velopment assistance, and other related 
services to rural microentrepreneurs; 
and 

(II) carry out such other projects and 
activities as the Secretary determines 
appropriate to further the purposes of 
the program. 

(ii) Selection 

In making grants under clause (i), the 
Secretary shall—

(I) place an emphasis on microenter-
prise development organizations that 
serve microentrepreneurs that are lo-
cated in rural areas that have suffered 
significant outward migration, as deter-
mined by the Secretary; and 

(II) ensure, to the maximum extent 
practicable, that grant recipients in-
clude microenterprise development orga-
nizations—

(aa) of varying sizes; and 
(bb) that serve racially and eth-

nically diverse populations.

(B) Grants to assist microentrepreneurs 

(i) In general 

The Secretary shall make grants to 
microenterprise development organiza-
tions to provide marketing, management, 
and other technical assistance to micro-
entrepreneurs that—

(I) received a loan from the micro-
enterprise development organization 
under paragraph (3); or 

(II) are seeking a loan from the micro-
enterprise development organization 
under paragraph (3). 

(ii) Amount of grant 

A microenterprise development organi-
zation shall be eligible to receive an an-
nual grant under this subparagraph in an 
amount equal to not less than 20 percent 
and not more than 25 percent of the total 
outstanding balance of microloans made 
by the microenterprise development orga-
nization under paragraph (3), as of the date 
the grant is awarded, subject to—

(I) satisfactory performance by the 
microenterprise development organiza-
tion under this section, and 

(II) the availability of funding. 

(C) Administrative expenses 

Not more than 10 percent of a grant re-
ceived by a microenterprise development or-

ganization for a fiscal year under this para-
graph may be used to pay administrative ex-
penses. 

(c) Administration 

(1) Cost share 

(A) Federal share 

Subject to subparagraph (B), the Federal 
share of the cost of a project funded under 
this section shall not exceed 75 percent. 

(B) Matching requirement 

As a condition of any grant made under 
this subparagraph, the Secretary shall re-
quire the microenterprise development orga-
nization to match not less than 15 percent of 
the total amount of the grant in the form of 
matching funds, indirect costs, or in-kind 
goods or services. 

(C) Form of non-Federal share 

The non-Federal share of the cost of a 
project funded under this section may be 
provided—

(i) in cash (including through fees, 
grants (including community development 
block grants), and gifts); or 

(ii) in the form of in-kind contributions. 

(2) Oversight 

At a minimum, not later than December 1 of 
each fiscal year, a microenterprise develop-
ment organization that receives a loan or 
grant under this section shall provide to the 
Secretary such information as the Secretary 
may require to ensure that assistance pro-
vided under this section is used for the pur-
poses for which the loan or grant was made. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $20,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2019 through 2023. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 379E, as added Pub. L. 
110–234, title VI, § 6022, May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 
1173, and Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title VI, § 6022, 
June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1934; amended Pub. 
L. 113–79, title VI, § 6023, Feb. 7, 2014, 128 Stat. 
848; Pub. L. 115–334, title VI, § 6422, Dec. 20, 2018, 
132 Stat. 4765.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 
sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 
Pub. L. 110–246. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (b)(4)(B)(ii). Pub. L. 115–334, § 6422(1), 
substituted ‘‘Amount’’ for ‘‘Maximum amount’’ in 
heading and, in text, inserted ‘‘not less than 20 percent 
and’’ before ‘‘not more than 25 percent’’, substituted 
‘‘, subject to—’’ for period at end, and added subcls. (I) 
and (II). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 115–334, § 6422(2), added subsec. (d) 
and struck out former subsec. (d) which related to fund-
ing for fiscal years 2009 through 2018. 

2014—Subsec. (d)(1)(C). Pub. L. 113–79, § 6023(1), added 
subpar. (C). 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 113–79, § 6023(2), substituted 
‘‘2018’’ for ‘‘2012’’.
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1 See References in Text note below. 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Enactment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as a note under section 8701 of 
this title. 

§ 2008t. Repealed. Pub. L. 115–334, title VI, 
§ 6601(a)(1)(G), Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 4776

Section, Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 379F, as added Pub. 
L. 110–234, title VI, § 6023, May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1176, 
and Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title VI, § 6023, June 18, 2008, 
122 Stat. 1664, 1937, related to grants for expansion of 
employment opportunities for individuals with disabil-
ities in rural areas. 

§ 2008u. Health care services 

(a) Purpose 

The purpose of this section is to address the 
continued unmet health needs in the Delta re-
gion through cooperation among health care 
professionals, institutions of higher education, 
research institutions, and other individuals and 
entities in the region. 

(b) Definition of eligible entity 

In this section, the term ‘‘eligible entity’’ 
means a consortium of regional institutions of 
higher education, academic health and research 
institutes, and economic development entities 
located in the Delta region that have experience 
in addressing the health care issues in the re-
gion. 

(c) Grants 

To carry out the purpose described in sub-
section (a), the Secretary may award a grant to 
an eligible entity for—

(1) the development of—
(A) health care services; 
(B) health education programs; and 
(C) health care job training programs; and

(2) the development and expansion of public 
health-related facilities in the Delta region to 
address longstanding and unmet health needs 
of the region. 

(d) Use 

As a condition of the receipt of the grant, the 
eligible entity shall use the grant to fund 
projects and activities described in subsection 
(c), based on input solicited from local govern-
ments, public health care providers, and other 
entities in the Delta region. 

(e) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary to carry out this section, $3,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2008 through 2023. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 379G, as added Pub. L. 
110–234, title VI, § 6024, May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 
1176, and Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title VI, § 6024, 
June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1938; amended Pub. 
L. 113–79, title VI, § 6024, Feb. 7, 2014, 128 Stat. 
848; Pub. L. 115–334, title VI, § 6423, Dec. 20, 2018, 
132 Stat. 4765.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 
sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 
Pub. L. 110–246. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 115–334 substituted ‘‘2023’’ 
for ‘‘2018’’. 

2014—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 113–79 substituted ‘‘2018’’ for 
‘‘2012’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Enactment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as a note under section 8701 of 
this title. 

§ 2008v. Strategic economic and community de-
velopment 

(a) In general 

In the case of any program under this chapter 
or administered by the Secretary, acting 
through the rural development mission area, as 
determined by the Secretary (referred to in this 
section as a ‘‘covered program’’), the Secretary 
shall give priority to an application for a project 
that, as determined and approved by the Sec-
retary—

(1) meets the applicable eligibility require-
ments of this chapter or the other applicable 
authorizing law; 

(2) will be carried out in a rural area; and 
(3) supports the implementation of a stra-

tegic community investment plan described in 
subsection (d) on a multisectoral and multi-
jurisdictional basis, to include considerations 
for improving and expanding broadband serv-
ices as needed. 

(b) Reserve 

(1) In general 

Subject to paragraph (2), the Secretary shall 
reserve not more than 15 percent of the funds 
made available for a fiscal year for covered 
programs for projects that support the imple-
mentation of a strategic community invest-
ment plan described in subsection (d) on a 
multisectoral and multijurisdictional basis. 

(2) Period 

Any funds reserved under paragraph (1) shall 
only be reserved for the 1-year period begin-
ning on the date on which the funds were first 
made available, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

(c) Approved applications 

(1) In general 

Subject to paragraph (2), any applicant who 
submitted an application under a covered pro-
gram that was approved before the date of en-
actment of this section 1 may amend the appli-
cation to qualify for the funds reserved under 
subsection (b). 

(2) Rural utilities 

Any applicant who submitted an application 
under paragraph (2), (14), or (24) of section 
1926(a) of this title, or section 1926a or 1932(b) 
of this title, that was approved by the Sec-
retary before the date of enactment of this 
section 1 shall be eligible for the funds reserved 
under subsection (b)—
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