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1 See References in Text note below. 

terprise exception in section 1926(a)(7) 1 of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 91–524, title IX, § 901, Nov. 30, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1383; Pub. L. 92–419, title VI, § 601, Aug. 30, 
1972, 86 Stat. 674; Pub. L. 94–273, § 7(3), Apr. 21, 
1976, 90 Stat. 378; Pub. L. 96–355, § 6, Sept. 24, 1980, 
94 Stat. 1174.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 1926(a)(7) of this title, referred to in subsec. 
(b), was repealed and a new section 1926(a)(7) was added 
by Pub. L. 104–127, title VII, § 741(a)(2), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1123. As added, section 1926(a)(7) of this title de-
fined ‘‘rural areas’’ but no longer contained provisions 
relating to a private business enterprise exception. 
Subsequently, section 1926(a)(7) was repealed by Pub. L. 
107–171, title VI, § 6020(b)(1), May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 363. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 3122 of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 96–355 struck out provisions 
respecting annual report to Congress by the President 
covering efforts, etc., made for locating all new facili-
ties. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 96–355 struck out subsec. (c) which 
related to planning assistance and annual report to 
Congress respecting such assistance. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 96–355 struck out subsec. (d) 
which related to information and technical assistance 
and annual report to Congress respecting such assist-
ance. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 96–355 struck out subsec. (e) which 
related to provision of government services and annual 
report to Congress respecting such services. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 96–355 struck out subsec. (f) which 
required report to Congress by July 1, 1971, relating to 
implementation of rural financial assistance require-
ments. 

1976—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–273 substituted ‘‘Decem-
ber’’ for ‘‘September’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 94–273 substituted ‘‘December 1 
of’’ for ‘‘September 1 of’’. 

1972—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92–419 struck out ‘‘insofar as 
practicable,’’ after ‘‘maintain’’ and substituted ‘‘poli-
cies and procedures giving first priority to the location 
of new offices and other facilities in rural areas as de-
fined in the private business enterprise exception in 
section 1926(a)(7) of this title’’, for ‘‘policies and proce-
dures with respect to the location of new offices and 
other facilities in areas or communities of lower popu-
lation density in preference to areas or communities of 
high population densities’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–355 effective Oct. 1, 1980, 
see section 10 of Pub. L. 96–355, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 2204b of this title.

Executive Documents 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 11797

Ex. Ord. No. 11797, July 31, 1974, 39 F.R. 27893, which 
delegated to the Secretary of Agriculture the Presi-
dent’s authority to prepare and submit to Congress an-
nual reports concerning the location of new Federal fa-
cilities in rural areas, was revoked by Ex. Ord. No. 
12553, Feb. 25, 1986, 51 F.R. 7237. 

§ 2204b–2. Temporary prioritization of rural 
health assistance 

(a) Authority to temporarily prioritize certain 
rural development applications 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Secretary, after consultation with such pub-
lic health officials as may be necessary, may an-
nounce through a Federal Register notice pursu-
ant to section 553(b)(3)(B) of title 5 a temporary 
reprioritization, on a national or multistate 
basis, for certain rural development loan and 
grant applications to assist rural communities 
in responding to a significant public health dis-
ruption. 

(b) Public health disruption 

For the purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘public health disruption’’ means an unantici-
pated increase in mortality or morbidity in 
rural communities, when compared to non-rural 
communities, caused by identifiable events, ac-
tions, or behavioral trends, which can be reme-
diated by the programs of the Rural Develop-
ment mission area. When measuring a public 
health disruption, the Secretary may analyze 
data on a national or multi-state basis. 

(c) Content of announcement 

In the announcement, the Secretary shall—
(1) describe the nature of the public health 

disruption, including the causes, effects, af-
fected populations, and affected States; 

(2) explain how the programs of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture will work in remedying 
the public health disruption; 

(3) identify the services, treatments, or in-
frastructure best suited to address the public 
health disruption; 

(4) establish—
(A) the start and end dates of the 

reprioritization; 
(B) the programs subject to 

reprioritization and the modifications to the 
application process; 

(C) the process for making 
reprioritizations for applicable programs; 

(D) the amount of funds set-aside for appli-
cable programs, except that a set-aside for 
such a program shall not be greater than 20 
percent of the amounts appropriated for the 
program for the fiscal year involved; and 

(E) the region in which the reprioritization 
is in effect; and

(5) instruct program administrators to im-
plement the reprioritization during the appli-
cation window or announcement after the an-
nouncement takes effect. 

(d) Limitations on reprioritizations 

When announcing the reprioritization, the 
Secretary shall—

(1) establish an initial total time period of 
less than 4 years, except as provided for in sub-
section (e); 

(2) implement only 1 nationally applicable 
reprioritization at a time; 

(3) implement only 1 regionally applicable 
reprioritization per State at a time; and 

(4) not use reprioritizations to allocate addi-
tional funds to an affected State. 

(e) Extension 

The Secretary may extend an announcement 
under subsection (a) for no more than 6 years in 
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total, except that nothing shall prevent the Sec-
retary from renewing reprioritizations by mak-
ing a new announcement under subsection (a). 

(f) Rescinding the announcement 

The Secretary may rescind a reprioritization 
announcement made under subsection (a) at any 
time the Secretary determines that the tem-
porary reprioritizations are no longer needed or 
effective. 

(g) Notice 

Not later than 48 hours after making, extend-
ing, or rescinding an announcement under this 
section, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate, and 
transmit to the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, a written notice of the declaration, ex-
tension, or rescission. 

(Pub. L. 92–419, title VI, § 608, as added Pub. L. 
115–334, title VI, § 6101(b), Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4727.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EMERGENCY RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS FOR RURAL 
HEALTH CARE 

Pub. L. 117–2, title I, § 1002, Mar. 11, 2021, 135 Stat. 11, 
provided that: 

‘‘(a) GRANTS.—The Secretary of Agriculture (in this 
section referred to as the ‘Secretary’) shall use the 
funds made available by this section to establish an 
emergency pilot program for rural development not 
later than 150 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act [Mar. 11, 2021] to provide grants to eligible appli-
cants (as defined in section 3570.61(a) of title 7, Code of 
Federal Regulations) to be awarded by the Secretary 
based on rural development needs related to the 
COVID–19 pandemic. 

‘‘(b) USES.—An eligible applicant to whom a grant is 
awarded under this section may use the grant funds for 
costs, including those incurred prior to the issuance of 
the grant, as determined by the Secretary, of facilities 
which primarily serve rural areas (as defined in section 
343(a)(13)(C) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Devel-
opment Act (7 U.S.C. 1991(a)(13)(C)), which are located 
in a rural area, the median household income of the 
population to be served by which is less than the great-
er of the poverty line or the applicable percentage (de-
termined under section 3570.63(b) of title 7, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations) of the State nonmetropolitan median 
household income, and for which the performance of 
any construction work completed with grant funds 
shall meet the condition set forth in section 9003(f) of 
the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8103(f)), to—

‘‘(1) increase capacity for vaccine distribution; 
‘‘(2) provide medical supplies to increase medical 

surge capacity; 
‘‘(3) reimburse for revenue lost during the COVID–19 

pandemic, including revenue losses incurred prior to 
the awarding of the grant; 

‘‘(4) increase telehealth capabilities, including un-
derlying health care information systems; 

‘‘(5) construct temporary or permanent structures 
to provide health care services, including vaccine ad-
ministration or testing; 

‘‘(6) support staffing needs for vaccine administra-
tion or testing; and 

‘‘(7) engage in any other efforts to support rural de-
velopment determined to be critical to address the 
COVID–19 pandemic, including nutritional assistance 
to vulnerable individuals, as approved by the Sec-
retary. 
‘‘(c) FUNDING.—In addition to amounts otherwise 

available, there is appropriated to the Secretary for fis-

cal year 2021, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, $500,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2023, to carry out this section, of 
which not more than 3 percent may be used by the Sec-
retary for administrative purposes and not more than 
2 percent may be used by the Secretary for technical 
assistance as defined in section 306(a)(26) of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 
1926(a)(26)).’’

§ 2204b–3. Council on Rural Community Innova-
tion and Economic Development 

(a) Purpose 

The purpose of this section is to enhance the 
efforts of the Federal Government to address the 
needs of rural areas in the United States by—

(1) establishing a council to better coordi-
nate Federal programs directed to rural com-
munities; 

(2) maximizing the impact of Federal invest-
ment to promote economic prosperity and 
quality of life in rural communities in the 
United States; and 

(3) using innovation to resolve local and re-
gional challenges faced by rural communities. 

(b) Establishment 

(1) There is established a Council on Rural 
Community Innovation and Economic Develop-
ment (referred to in this section as the ‘‘Coun-
cil’’). 

(2) The Council shall be the successor to the 
Interagency Task Force on Agriculture and 
Rural Prosperity established by Executive Order 
13790. 

(c) Membership 

(1) In general 

The membership of the Council shall be com-
posed of the heads of the following executive 
branch departments, agencies, and offices: 

(A) The Department of Agriculture. 
(B) The Department of the Treasury. 
(C) The Department of Defense. 
(D) The Department of Justice. 
(E) The Department of the Interior. 
(F) The Department of Commerce. 
(G) The Department of Labor. 
(H) The Department of Health and Human 

Services. 
(I) The Department of Housing and Urban 

Development. 
(J) The Department of Transportation. 
(K) The Department of Energy. 
(L) The Department of Education. 
(M) The Department of Veterans Affairs. 
(N) The Department of Homeland Secu-

rity. 
(O) The Environmental Protection Agency. 
(P) The Federal Communications Commis-

sion. 
(Q) The Office of Management and Budget. 
(R) The Office of Science and Technology 

Policy. 
(S) The Office of National Drug Control 

Policy. 
(T) The Council of Economic Advisers. 
(U) The Domestic Policy Council. 
(V) The National Economic Council. 
(W) The Small Business Administration. 
(X) The Council on Environmental Qual-

ity. 
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