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total, except that nothing shall prevent the Sec-
retary from renewing reprioritizations by mak-
ing a new announcement under subsection (a).

(f) Rescinding the announcement

The Secretary may rescind a reprioritization
announcement made under subsection (a) at any
time the Secretary determines that the tem-
porary reprioritizations are no longer needed or
effective.

(g) Notice

Not later than 48 hours after making, extend-
ing, or rescinding an announcement under this
section, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate, and
transmit to the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, a written notice of the declaration, ex-
tension, or rescission.

(Pub. L. 92-419, title VI, §608, as added Pub. L.
115-334, title VI, §6101(b), Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat.
4727.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EMERGENCY RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS FOR RURAL
HEALTH CARE

Pub. L. 117-2, title I, §1002, Mar. 11, 2021, 135 Stat. 11,
provided that:

‘‘(a) GRANTS.—The Secretary of Agriculture (in this
section referred to as the ‘Secretary’) shall use the
funds made available by this section to establish an
emergency pilot program for rural development not
later than 150 days after the date of enactment of this
Act [Mar. 11, 2021] to provide grants to eligible appli-
cants (as defined in section 3570.61(a) of title 7, Code of
Federal Regulations) to be awarded by the Secretary
based on rural development needs related to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

‘“(b) USES.—An eligible applicant to whom a grant is
awarded under this section may use the grant funds for
costs, including those incurred prior to the issuance of
the grant, as determined by the Secretary, of facilities
which primarily serve rural areas (as defined in section
343(a)(13)(C) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Devel-
opment Act (7 U.S.C. 1991(a)(13)(C)), which are located
in a rural area, the median household income of the
population to be served by which is less than the great-
er of the poverty line or the applicable percentage (de-
termined under section 3570.63(b) of title 7, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations) of the State nonmetropolitan median
household income, and for which the performance of
any construction work completed with grant funds
shall meet the condition set forth in section 9003(f) of
the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7
U.S.C. 8103(f)), to—

‘(1) increase capacity for vaccine distribution;

““(2) provide medical supplies to increase medical
surge capacity;

““(3) reimburse for revenue lost during the COVID-19
pandemic, including revenue losses incurred prior to
the awarding of the grant;

‘“(4) increase telehealth capabilities, including un-
derlying health care information systems;

““(5) construct temporary or permanent structures
to provide health care services, including vaccine ad-
ministration or testing;

‘(6) support staffing needs for vaccine administra-
tion or testing; and

‘(7)) engage in any other efforts to support rural de-
velopment determined to be critical to address the
COVID-19 pandemic, including nutritional assistance
to vulnerable individuals, as approved by the Sec-
retary.

‘“(c) FUNDING.—In addition to amounts otherwise
available, there is appropriated to the Secretary for fis-
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cal year 2021, out of any money in the Treasury not
otherwise appropriated, $500,000,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2023, to carry out this section, of
which not more than 3 percent may be used by the Sec-
retary for administrative purposes and not more than
2 percent may be used by the Secretary for technical
assistance as defined in section 306(a)(26) of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C.
1926(a)(26)).”

§2204b-3. Council on Rural Community Innova-
tion and Economic Development

(a) Purpose

The purpose of this section is to enhance the
efforts of the Federal Government to address the
needs of rural areas in the United States by—

(1) establishing a council to better coordi-
nate Federal programs directed to rural com-
munities;

(2) maximizing the impact of Federal invest-
ment to promote economic prosperity and
quality of life in rural communities in the
United States; and

(3) using innovation to resolve local and re-
gional challenges faced by rural communities.

(b) Establishment

(1) There is established a Council on Rural
Community Innovation and Economic Develop-
ment (referred to in this section as the ‘‘Coun-
cil”).

(2) The Council shall be the successor to the
Interagency Task Force on Agriculture and
Rural Prosperity established by Executive Order
13790.

(c) Membership
(1) In general

The membership of the Council shall be com-
posed of the heads of the following executive
branch departments, agencies, and offices:

(A) The Department of Agriculture.

(B) The Department of the Treasury.

(C) The Department of Defense.

(D) The Department of Justice.

(E) The Department of the Interior.

(F) The Department of Commerce.

(G) The Department of Labor.

(H) The Department of Health and Human

Services.

(I) The Department of Housing and Urban

Development.

(J) The Department of Transportation.

(K) The Department of Energy.

(L) The Department of Education.

(M) The Department of Veterans Affairs.

(N) The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity.

(O) The Environmental Protection Agency.

(P) The Federal Communications Commis-
sion.

(Q) The Office of Management and Budget.

(R) The Office of Science and Technology

Policy.

(S) The Office of National Drug Control

Policy.

(T) The Council of Economic Advisers.

(U) The Domestic Policy Council.

(V) The National Economic Council.

(W) The Small Business Administration.

(X) The Council on Environmental Qual-
ity.
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(Y) The White House Office of Public En-
gagement.

(Z) The White House Office of Cabinet Af-
fairs.

(AA) Such other executive branch depart-
ments, agencies, and offices as the President
or the Secretary may, from time to time,
designate.

(2) Chair

The Secretary shall serve as the Chair of the
Council.

(3) Designees

A member of the Council may designate, to
perform the Council functions of the member,
a senior-level official who is—

(A) part of the department, agency, or of-
fice of the member; and
(B) a full-time officer or employee of the
Federal Government.
(4) Administration

The Council shall coordinate policy develop-
ment through the rural development mission
area.

(d) Funding

The Secretary shall provide funding and ad-
ministrative support for the Council to the ex-
tent permitted by law and within existing ap-
propriations.

(e) Mission and function of the Council

The Council shall work across executive de-
partments, agencies, and offices to coordinate
development of policy recommendations—

(1) to maximize the impact of Federal in-
vestment on rural communities;

(2) to promote economic prosperity and qual-
ity of life in rural communities; and

(3) to use innovation to resolve local and re-
gional challenges faced by rural communities.

(f) Duties

The Council shall—

(1) make recommendations to the President,
acting through the Director of the Domestic
Policy Council and the Director of the Na-
tional Economic Council, on streamlining and
leveraging Federal investments in rural areas,
where appropriate, to increase the impact of
Federal dollars and create economic opportu-
nities to improve the quality of life in rural
areas in the United States;

(2) coordinate and increase the effectiveness
of Federal engagement with rural stake-
holders, including agricultural organizations,
small businesses, education and training insti-
tutions, health-care providers, telecommuni-
cations services providers, electric service pro-
viders, transportation providers, research and
land grant institutions, law enforcement,
State, local, and tribal governments, and non-
governmental organizations regarding the
needs of rural areas in the United States;

(3) coordinate Federal efforts directed to-
ward the growth and development of rural geo-
graphic regions that encompass both metro-
politan and nonmetropolitan areas;

(4) identify and facilitate rural economic op-
portunities associated with energy develop-
ment, outdoor recreation, and other conserva-
tion related activities; and
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(5) identify common economic and social
challenges faced by rural communities that
could be served through—

(A) better coordination of existing Federal
and non-Federal resources; and
(B) innovative solutions utilizing govern-
mental and nongovernmental resources.
(g) Executive departments and agencies
(1) In general

The heads of executive departments and
agencies shall assist and provide information
to the Council, consistent with applicable law,
as may be necessary to carry out the functions
of the Council.

(2) Expenses

Each executive department or agency shall
be responsible for paying any expenses of the
executive department or agency for partici-
pating in the Council.

(h) Council working groups
(1) In general

The Council may establish, in addition to
the working groups established under para-
graph (3), such other working groups as nec-
essary.

(2) Membership

The Secretary shall include as members of
each working group such Council members,
other heads of Federal agencies (or their des-
ignees as defined in (d)(3)!), and non-Federal
partners as determined appropriate to the sub-
ject matter.

(3) Required working groups

The working groups specified in this para-
graph are each of the following:

(A) The rural smart communities working
group
(i) Establishment

The Council shall establish a Rural
Smart Communities Working Group.
(ii) Duties

The Rural Smart Communities Working
Group shall—

(I) not later than 1 year after the es-
tablishment of such Working Group, sub-
mit to Congress a report describing ef-
forts of rural areas to integrate smart
technology into their communities to
solve challenges relating to governance,
economic development, quality of life, or
other relevant rural issues, as deter-
mined by the Secretary; and

(IT) create, publish, and maintain a re-
source guide designed to assist States
and other rural communities in devel-
oping and implementing rural smart
community programs.

(iii) Smart community defined

For the purposes of this subparagraph,
the term ‘‘smart community’” means a
community that has the ability to inte-
grate multiple technological solutions, in
a secure fashion, to manage a commu-

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘subsection (¢)(3)”.
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nity’s assets, including local government
information systems, schools, libraries,
transportation systems, hospitals, power
plants, law enforcement, and other com-
munity services with the goal of pro-
moting quality of life through the use of
technology in ways that improve the effi-
ciency of services and meet residents’
needs.

(B) Jobs accelerator working group
(i) Establishment

The Council shall establish a Jobs Accel-
erator Working Group.

(ii) Goals

The Jobs Accelerator Working Group
shall support rural jobs accelerators (as
defined in section 2008w(a)(4) of this
title)—

(I) to improve the ability of rural com-
munities to create high-wage jobs, accel-
erate the formation of new businesses
with high-growth potential, and
strengthen regional economies, includ-
ing by helping to build capacity in the
applicable region to achieve those goals;
and

(IT) to help rural communities identify
and maximize local assets and connect
to regional opportunities, networks, and
industry clusters that demonstrate high
growth potential.

(iii) Duties

The Jobs Accelerator Working Group
shall—

(I) provide the public with available in-
formation and technical assistance on
Federal resources relevant to a project
and region;

(IT) establish a Federal support team
comprised of staff from participating
agencies in the working group that shall
provide coordinated and dedicated sup-
port services to rural jobs accelerators;
and

(IITI) provide opportunities for rural
jobs accelerators to share best practices
and further collaborate with one an-
other.

(Pub. L. 115-334, title VI, §6306, Dec. 20, 2018, 132
Stat. 4752.)
Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Executive Order 13790, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), is
Ex. Ord. No. 13790, §6, Apr. 25, 2017, 82 F.R. 20239, which
is not classified to the Code.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
DEFINITION OF ‘‘SECRETARY”’

‘““‘Secretary’” means the Secretary of Agriculture, see
section 2 of Pub. L. 115-334, set out as a note under sec-
tion 9001 of this title.

§ 2204c. Water management for rural areas
(a) In general

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized, di-
rectly or in coordination with any other Federal
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agency, entity, corporation, department, unit of
State or local government, cooperative, confed-
eration, individual, public or private organiza-
tion, Indian tribe, or university, to—
(1) conduct research and demonstration
projects;
(2) provide technical assistance and exten-
sion services;
(3) make grants, loans, and loan guarantees;
and
(4) provide other forms of assistance, for the
purpose of helping rural areas make better and
more efficient use of water resources and to
alleviate problems arising in such areas from
droughts or lack of water.

(b) Activities

The Secretary is authorized to provide assist-
ance under this section for the promotion or es-
tablishment of irrigation, watersheds, and other
water management and drought management
activities, including water transmission, appli-
cation, and activation.

(c) Cooperation

In implementing this section, the Secretary—

(1) should address the general, special, and
unique problems of water management exist-
ing in rural areas;

(2) may take action independently or in co-
operation with Federal, State, public, or pri-
vate entities and agencies; and

(3) shall cooperate with—

(A) cooperatives, public or private organi-
zations, confederations, authorities, or other
entities (including such entities that may be
organized under multiple State agreements
or compacts and entities created under
State law) to carry out projects authorized
under this section; and

(B) water, watershed, and sewer authori-
ties, rural electric cooperatives, Federal
agencies, and other State or local govern-
ments or agencies.

(d) Regulations

(1) The Secretary shall issue regulations to
carry out this section.
(2) Such regulations shall—

(A) specify the terms and conditions that the
entities described in subsections (a) and (c)
must meet in order to participate in programs
carried out under this section;

(B) establish a procedure under which enti-
ties described in subsections (a) and (¢c) may
apply for assistance under this section; and

(C) foster cooperation between such entities
and other Federal, State, or local agencies for
the purposes of carrying out the provisions of
this section.

(e) “University” defined

As used in this section, the term ‘“‘university”’
means—

(1) a land grant university established under
the Act of July 2, 1862 (known as the ‘“First
Morrill Act’’; 12 Stat. 503, chapter 130; 7 U.S.C.
301 et seq.);

(2) a land grant university established under
the Act of August 30, 1890 (known as the ‘“‘Sec-
ond Morrill Act’’; 26 Stat. 419, chapter 841; 7
U.S.C. 321 et seq.);
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