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priate for carrying out programs and activities 
abroad. Such individuals shall not be regarded 
as officers or employees of the United States 
under any law administered by the Office of Per-
sonnel Management. 

(Pub. L. 102–142, title VII, § 737, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 
Stat. 915.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation act: 

Pub. L. 101–506, title VI, § 641, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
1350. 

§ 2278. Consistency with international obliga-
tions of United States 

(a) In general 

Prior to the promulgation of, or amendment 
to, any order or plan under a research and pro-
motion program relating to research and pro-
motion of any agricultural commodity or prod-
uct, after November 28, 1990, where such order or 
plan would provide for an assessment on im-
ports, the Secretary of Agriculture shall consult 
with the United States Trade Representative re-
garding the consistency of the provisions of the 
order or plan with the international obligations 
of the United States. 

(b) Compliance with U.S. international obliga-
tions 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall take all 
steps necessary and appropriate to ensure that 
any order or plan or amendment to such order or 
plan, and the implementation and enforcement 
of any order or plan or amendment to such order 
or plan, or program as it relates to imports is 
nondiscriminatory and in compliance with the 
international obligations of the United States, 
as interpreted by the United States Trade Rep-
resentative. 

(c) Construction 

Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
providing for a cause of action under this sec-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 101–624, title XIX, § 1999T, Nov. 28, 1990, 
104 Stat. 3928.) 

§ 2279. Farming opportunities training and out-
reach 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Agricultural programs 

The term ‘‘agricultural programs’’ are those 
established or authorized by—

(A) the Agricultural Act of 1949 [7 U.S.C. 
1421 et seq.]; 

(B) the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act [7 U.S.C. 1921 et seq.]; 

(C) the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 
1938 [7 U.S.C. 1281 et seq.]; 

(D) the Soil Conservation Act; 
(E) the Domestic Allotment Assistance 

Act; 
(F) the Food Security Act of 1985; and 
(G) other such Acts as the Secretary deems 

appropriate. 

(2) Beginning farmer or rancher 

The term ‘‘beginning farmer or rancher’’ 
means a person that—

(A)(i) has not operated a farm or ranch; or 
(ii) has operated a farm or ranch for not 

more than 10 years; and 
(B) meets such other criteria as the Sec-

retary may establish. 

(3) Department 

The term ‘‘Department’’ means the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

(4) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Agriculture. 

(5) Socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher 

The term ‘‘socially disadvantaged farmer or 
rancher’’ means a farmer or rancher who is a 
member of a socially disadvantaged group. 

(6) Socially disadvantaged group 

The term ‘‘socially disadvantaged group’’ 
means a group whose members have been sub-
jected to racial or ethnic prejudice because of 
their identity as members of a group without 
regard to their individual qualities. 

(7) Veteran farmer or rancher 

The term ‘‘veteran farmer or rancher’’ 
means a farmer or rancher who has served in 
the Armed Forces (as defined in section 101(10) 
of title 38) and who—

(A) has not operated a farm or ranch; 
(B) has operated a farm or ranch for not 

more than 10 years; or 
(C) is a veteran (as defined in section 101 of 

that title) who has first obtained status as a 
veteran (as so defined) during the most re-
cent 10-year period. 

(b) Farming opportunities training and outreach 

The Secretary shall carry out this section to 
encourage and assist socially disadvantaged 
farmers and ranchers, veteran farmers and 
ranchers, and beginning farmers and ranchers in 
the ownership and operation of farms and 
ranches through—

(1) education and training; and 
(2) equitable participation in all agricultural 

programs of the Department. 

(c) Outreach and assistance for socially dis-
advantaged and veteran farmers and ranch-
ers 

(1) Eligible entity 

In this subsection, the term ‘‘eligible enti-
ty’’ means any of the following: 

(A) Any community-based organization, 
network, or coalition of community-based 
organizations that—

(i) has demonstrated experience in pro-
viding agricultural education or other ag-
riculturally related services to socially 
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and 
veteran farmers or ranchers; 

(ii) has provided to the Secretary docu-
mentary evidence of work with, and on be-
half of, socially disadvantaged farmers or 
ranchers and veteran farmers or ranchers 
during the 3-year period preceding the sub-
mission of an application for assistance 
under this subsection; and 
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