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Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 113–79, § 7107(1)(B), substituted 
‘‘2018’’ for ‘‘2012’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 113–79, § 7107(2)(A), struck out 
‘‘(or grants without regard to any requirement for com-
petition)’’ after ‘‘competitive grants’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 113–79, § 7107(2)(B), substituted 
‘‘2018’’ for ‘‘2012’’. 

2008—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7112(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘2012’’ for ‘‘2006’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7112(1)(B)(i), in-
serted ‘‘, including permitting consortia to designate 
fiscal agents for the members of the consortia and to 
allocate among the members funds made available 
under this section’’ before semicolon at end. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7112(1)(B)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘2012’’ for ‘‘2006’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as an Effective Date note under 
section 8701 of this title. 

§ 3157. Competitive, special, and facilities re-
search grants 

(a) Establishment of grant program 

(1) In order to promote research in food, agri-
culture, and related areas, a research grants pro-
gram is hereby established in the Department of 
Agriculture. 

(2) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited as 
the ‘‘Competitive, Special, and Facilities Re-
search Grant Act’’. 

(b) Agriculture and food research initiative 

(1) Establishment 

There is established in the Department of 
Agriculture an Agriculture and Food Research 
Initiative under which the Secretary of Agri-
culture (referred to in this subsection as ‘‘the 
Secretary’’) may make competitive grants for 
fundamental and applied research, extension, 
and education to address food and agricultural 
sciences (as defined under section 3103 of this 
title). 

(2) Priority areas 

The competitive grants program established 
under this subsection shall address the fol-
lowing areas: 

(A) Plant health and production and plant 
products 

Plant systems, including—
(i) plant genome structure and function; 
(ii) molecular and cellular genetics and 

plant biotechnology; 
(iii) conventional breeding, including 

cultivar and breed development, selection 
theory, applied quantitative genetics, 
breeding for improved food quality, breed-
ing for improved local adaptation to biotic 
stress and abiotic stress, and participatory 
breeding; 

(iv) plant-pest interactions and biocon-
trol systems; 

(v) crop plant response to environmental 
stresses; 

(vi) unproved nutrient qualities of plant 
products; and 

(vii) new food and industrial uses of 
plant products. 

(B) Animal health and production and ani-
mal products 

Animal systems, including—
(i) aquaculture; 
(ii) cellular and molecular basis of ani-

mal reproduction, growth, disease, and 
health; 

(iii) animal biotechnology; 
(iv) conventional breeding, including 

breed development, selection theory, ap-
plied quantitative genetics, breeding for 
improved food quality, breeding for im-
proved local adaptation to biotic stress 
and abiotic stress, and participatory 
breeding; 

(v) identification of genes responsible for 
improved production traits and resistance 
to disease; 

(vi) improved nutritional performance of 
animals; 

(vii) improved nutrient qualities of ani-
mal products and uses; 

(viii) the development of new and im-
proved animal husbandry and production 
systems that take into account production 
efficiency, animal well-being, and animal 
systems applicable to aquaculture; 

(ix) the research and development of sur-
veillance methods, vaccines, vaccination 
delivery systems, or diagnostic tests for 
pests and diseases, including—

(I) epizootic diseases in domestic live-
stock (including deer, elk, bison, and 
other animals of the family Cervidae); 
and 

(II) zoonotic diseases (including bovine 
brucellosis and bovine tuberculosis) in 
domestic livestock or wildlife reservoirs 
that present a potential concern to pub-
lic health; and

(x) the identification of animal drug 
needs and the generation and dissemina-
tion of data for safe and effective thera-
peutic applications of animal drugs for 
minor species and minor uses of such drugs 
in major species. 

(C) Food safety, nutrition, and health 

Nutrition, food safety and quality, and 
health, including—

(i) microbial contaminants and pes-
ticides residue relating to human health; 

(ii) links between diet and health; 
(iii) bioavailability of nutrients; 
(iv) postharvest physiology and prac-

tices; and 
(v) improved processing technologies. 

(D) Bioenergy, natural resources, and envi-
ronment 

Natural resources and the environment, 
including—

(i) fundamental structures and functions 
of ecosystems; 

(ii) biological and physical bases of sus-
tainable production systems; 

(iii) soil health; 
(iv) minimizing soil and water losses and 

sustaining surface water and ground water 
quality; 
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(v) the effectiveness of conservation 
practices and technologies designed to ad-
dress nutrient losses and improve water 
quality; 

(vi) global climate effects on agriculture; 
(vii) forestry; and 
(viii) biological diversity. 

(E) Agriculture systems and technology 

Engineering, products, and processes, in-
cluding—

(i) new uses and new products from tradi-
tional and nontraditional crops, animals, 
byproducts, and natural resources; 

(ii) robotics, energy efficiency, com-
puting, and expert systems; 

(iii) new hazard and risk assessment and 
mitigation measures; 

(iv) water quality and management; and 
(v) tools that accelerate the use of auto-

mation or mechanization for labor-inten-
sive tasks in the production and distribu-
tion of crops. 

(F) Agriculture economics and rural commu-
nities 

Markets, trade, economics, and policy, in-
cluding—

(i) strategies for entering into and being 
competitive in domestic and overseas mar-
kets; 

(ii) farm efficiency and profitability, in-
cluding the viability and competitiveness 
of small and medium-sized dairy, live-
stock, crop and other commodity oper-
ations; 

(iii) new decision tools for farm and mar-
ket systems; 

(iv) choices and applications of tech-
nology; 

(v) the economic costs, benefits, and via-
bility of producers adopting conservation 
practices and technologies designed to im-
prove water quality; 

(vi) technology assessment; 
(vii) new approaches to rural develop-

ment, including rural entrepreneurship; 
and 

(viii) barriers and bridges to entry and 
farm viability for young, beginning, so-
cially disadvantaged, veteran, and immi-
grant farmers and ranchers, including 
farm succession, transition, transfer, 
entry, and profitability issues. 

(3) Term 

The term of a competitive grant made under 
this subsection may not exceed 10 years. 

(4) General administration 

In making grants under this subsection, the 
Secretary shall—

(A) seek and accept proposals for grants; 
(B) determine the relevance and merit of 

proposals through a system of peer and 
merit review in accordance with section 7613 
of this title; 

(C) award grants on the basis of merit, 
quality, and relevance; 

(D) solicit and consider input from persons 
who conduct or use agricultural research, 
extension, or education in accordance with 
section 7612(b) of this title; 

(E) in seeking proposals for grants under 
this subsection and in performing peer re-
view evaluations of such proposals, seek the 
widest participation of qualified individuals 
in the Federal Government, colleges and 
universities, State agricultural experiment 
stations, and the private sector; and 

(F) establish procedures, including 
timelines, under which an entity established 
under a commodity promotion law (as such 
term is defined under section 7401(a) of this 
title) or a State commodity board (or other 
equivalent State entity) may directly sub-
mit to the Secretary for consideration pro-
posals for requests for applications that spe-
cifically address particular issues related to 
the priority areas specified in paragraph (2). 

(5) Allocation of funds 

In making grants under this subsection, the 
Secretary shall allocate funds to the Agri-
culture and Food Research Initiative to ensure 
that, of funds allocated for research activi-
ties—

(A) not less than 60 percent is made avail-
able to make grants for fundamental re-
search (as defined in subsection (f)(1) of sec-
tion 6971 of this title), of which—

(i) not less than 30 percent is made avail-
able to make grants for research to be con-
ducted by multidisciplinary teams; and 

(ii) not more than 2 percent is used for 
equipment grants under paragraph (6)(A); 
and

(B) not less than 40 percent is made avail-
able to make grants for applied research (as 
defined in subsection (f)(1) of section 6971 of 
this title). 

(6) Special considerations 

In making grants under this subsection, the 
Secretary may assist in the development of 
capabilities in the agricultural, food, and envi-
ronmental sciences by providing grants—

(A) to an institution to allow for the im-
provement of the research, development, 
technology transfer, and education capacity 
of the institution through the acquisition of 
special research equipment and the improve-
ment of agricultural education and teaching, 
except that the Secretary shall use not less 
than 25 percent of the funds made available 
for grants under this subparagraph to pro-
vide fellowships to outstanding pre- and 
post-doctoral students for research in the 
agricultural sciences; 

(B) to a single investigator or coinvestiga-
tors who are beginning research careers and 
do not have an extensive research publica-
tion record, except that, to be eligible for a 
grant under this subparagraph, an individual 
shall be within 5 years of the beginning of 
the initial career track position of the indi-
vidual; 

(C) to ensure that the faculty of small, 
mid-sized, and minority-serving institutions 
who have not previously been successful in 
obtaining competitive grants under this sub-
section receive a portion of the grants; 

(D) to improve research, extension, and 
education capabilities in States (as defined 
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in section 3103 of this title) in which institu-
tions have been less successful in receiving 
funding under this subsection, based on a 3-
year rolling average of funding levels; 

(E) to eligible entities to carry out the 
specific proposals submitted under proce-
dures established under paragraph (4)(F) 
only if such specific proposals are consistent 
with a priority area specified in paragraph 
(2); and 

(F) to an institution to carry out collabo-
ration in biomedical and agricultural re-
search using existing research models. 

(7) Eligible entities 

The Secretary may make grants to carry out 
research, extension, and education under this 
subsection to—

(A) State agricultural experiment sta-
tions; 

(B) colleges and universities; 
(C) university research foundations; 
(D) other research institutions and organi-

zations; 
(E) Federal agencies; 
(F) national laboratories; 
(G) private organizations, foundations, or 

corporations; 
(H) individuals; or 
(I) any group consisting of 2 or more of the 

entities described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (H). 

(8) Construction prohibited 

Funds made available for grants under this 
subsection shall not be used for the construc-
tion of a new building or facility or the acqui-
sition, expansion, remodeling, or alteration of 
an existing building or facility (including site 
grading and improvement, and architect fees). 

(9) Matching funds 

(A) Equipment grants 

(i) In general 

Except as provided in clause (ii), in the 
case of a grant made under paragraph 
(6)(A), the amount provided under this sub-
section may not exceed 50 percent of the 
cost of the special research equipment or 
other equipment acquired using funds from 
the grant. 

(ii) Waiver 

The Secretary may waive all or part of 
the matching requirement under clause (i) 
in the case of a college, university, or re-
search foundation maintained by a college 
or university that ranks in the lowest 1⁄3 of 
such colleges, universities, and research 
foundations on the basis of Federal re-
search funds received, if the equipment to 
be acquired using funds from the grant 
costs not more than $25,000 and has mul-
tiple uses within a single research project 
or is usable in more than 1 research 
project. 

(B) Contribution requirement for commodity 
promotion grants 

(i) In general 

Subject to clause (ii), as a condition of 
funding a grant under paragraph (6)(E), the 

Secretary shall require that the grant be 
matched with an equal contribution of 
funds from the entities described in para-
graph (4)(F) submitting proposals under 
procedures established under such para-
graph. 

(ii) Availability of funds 

(I) In general 

Contributions required by clause (i) 
shall be available to the Secretary for 
obligation and remain available until ex-
pended for the purpose of making grants 
under paragraph (6)(E). 

(II) Administration 

Of amounts contributed to the Sec-
retary under clause (i), not more than 4 
percent may be retained by the Sec-
retary to pay administrative costs in-
curred by the Secretary in carrying out 
this subsection. 

(III) Restriction 

Funds contributed to the Secretary by 
an entity under clause (i) in connection 
with a proposal submitted by that entity 
under procedures established under para-
graph (4)(F) may only be used to fund 
grants in connection with that proposal. 

(IV) Remaining funds 

Funds contributed to the Secretary by 
an entity under clause (i) that remain 
unobligated at the time of grant close-
out shall be returned to that entity. 

(V) Indirect costs 

The indirect cost rate applicable to ap-
propriated funds for a grant funded 
under paragraph (6)(E) shall apply to 
amounts contributed by an entity under 
clause (i). 

(C) Applied research 

An entity receiving a grant under para-
graph (5)(B) for applied research that is com-
modity-specific and not of national scope 
shall provide non-Federal matching funds 
equal to not less than the amount of the 
grant. 

(10) Program administration 

To the maximum extent practicable, the Di-
rector of the National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture, in coordination with the Under 
Secretary for Research, Education, and Eco-
nomics, shall allocate grants under this sub-
section to high-priority research, taking into 
consideration, when available, the determina-
tions made by the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, Education, and Economics 
Advisory Board (as established under section 
3123 of this title). 

(11) Authorization of appropriations 

(A) In general 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection $700,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2008 through 2023, of which—

(i) not less than 30 percent shall be made 
available for integrated research pursuant 
to section 7626 of this title; and 
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(ii) not more than 5 percent may be re-
tained by the Secretary to pay administra-
tive costs incurred by the Secretary in car-
rying out this subsection. 

(B) Availability 

Funds made available under this para-
graph shall—

(i) be available for obligation for a 2-year 
period beginning on October 1 of the fiscal 
year for which the funds are first made 
available; and 

(ii) remain available until expended to 
pay for obligations incurred during that 2-
year period. 

(c) Special grants 

(1) The Secretary of Agriculture may make 
grants, for periods not to exceed 3 years—

(A) to State agricultural experiment sta-
tions, all colleges and universities, other re-
search institutions and organizations, Federal 
agencies, private organizations or corpora-
tions, and individuals for the purpose of con-
ducting research, extension, or education ac-
tivities to facilitate or expand promising 
breakthroughs in areas of the food and agri-
cultural sciences of importance to the United 
States; and 

(B) to State agricultural experiment sta-
tions, land-grant colleges and universities, re-
search foundations established by land-grant 
colleges and universities, colleges and univer-
sities receiving funds under the Act of October 
10, 1962 (16 U.S.C. 582a et seq.), and accredited 
schools or colleges of veterinary medicine for 
the purpose of facilitating or expanding ongo-
ing State-Federal food and agricultural re-
search, extension, or education programs 
that—

(i) promote excellence in research, exten-
sion, or education on a regional and national 
level; 

(ii) promote the development of regional 
research centers; 

(iii) promote the research partnership be-
tween the Department of Agriculture, col-
leges and universities, research foundations, 
and State agricultural experiment stations 
for regional research efforts; and 

(iv) facilitate coordination and coopera-
tion of research, extension, or education 
among States through regional grants.

(2) LIMITATIONS.—The Secretary may not 
make a grant under this subsection for the plan-
ning, repair, rehabilitation, acquisition, or con-
struction of a building or facility. 

(3) MATCHING FUNDS.—Grants made under this 
subsection shall be made without regard to 
matching funds. 

(4) SET ASIDES.—Of amounts appropriated for a 
fiscal year to carry out this subsection—

(A) ninety percent of such amounts shall be 
used for grants for regional research projects; 
and 

(B) four percent of such amounts may be re-
tained by the Secretary to pay administrative 
costs incurred by the Secretary to carry out 
this subsection.

(5) REVIEW REQUIREMENTS.—
(A) RESEARCH ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary 

shall make a grant under this subsection for a 

research activity only if the activity has un-
dergone scientific peer review arranged by the 
grantee in accordance with regulations pro-
mulgated by the Secretary. 

(B) EXTENSION AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES.—
The Secretary shall make a grant under this 
subsection for an extension or education activ-
ity only if the activity has undergone merit 
review arranged by the grantee in accordance 
with regulations promulgated by the Sec-
retary.

(6) REPORTS.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—A recipient of a grant 

under this subsection shall submit to the Sec-
retary on an annual basis a report describing 
the results of the research, extension, or edu-
cation activity and the merit of the results. 

(B) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—
(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), on request, the Secretary shall 
make the report available to the public. 

(ii) EXCEPTIONS.—Clause (i) shall not apply 
to the extent that making the report, or a 
part of the report, available to the public is 
not authorized or permitted by section 552 of 
title 5 or section 1905 of title 18. 

(d) Extension design and demonstration initia-
tive 

(1) Purpose 

The purpose of this subsection is to encour-
age the design of adaptive prototype systems 
for improving extension and education that 
seek to advance the application, translation, 
and demonstration of scientific discoveries 
and other agricultural research for the adop-
tion and understanding of food, agricultural, 
and natural resources practices, techniques, 
methods, and technologies using digital or 
other novel platforms. 

(2) Grants 

The Secretary shall award grants each fiscal 
year on a competitive basis—

(A) for the design of 1 or more extension 
and education prototype systems—

(i) that leverage digital platforms or 
other novel means of translating, deliv-
ering, or demonstrating agricultural re-
search; and 

(ii) to adapt, apply, translate, or dem-
onstrate scientific findings, data, tech-
nology, and other research outcomes to 
producers, the agricultural industry, and 
other interested persons or organizations; 
and

(B) to demonstrate, by incorporating ana-
lytics and specific metrics, the value, im-
pact, and return on the Federal investment 
of a prototype system designed under sub-
paragraph (A) as a model for use by other el-
igible entities described in paragraph (3) for 
improving, modernizing, and adapting ap-
plied research, demonstration, and extension 
services. 

(3) Eligible entities 

An entity that is eligible to receive a grant 
under paragraph (2) is—

(A) a State agricultural experiment sta-
tion (as defined in section 3103 of this title); 
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(B) a cooperative extension service (as de-
fined in such section); and 

(C) a land-grant college or university (as 
defined in such section). 

(4) Requirement 

The Secretary shall award grants under 
paragraph (2) to not fewer than 2 and not more 
than 5 eligible entities described in paragraph 
(3) that represent a diversity of regions, com-
modities, and agricultural or food production 
issues. 

(5) Term 

The term of a grant awarded under para-
graph (2) shall be not longer than 5 years. 

(6) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection $5,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2019 through 2023, to remain avail-
able until expended. 

(e) Inter-Regional Research Project Number 4

(1) The Secretary of Agriculture shall estab-
lish an Inter-Regional Research Project Number 
4 (hereinafter referred to in this subsection as 
the ‘‘IR–4 Program’’) to assist in the collection 
of residue and efficacy data in support of—

(A) the registration or reregistration of pes-
ticides for minor agricultural use and for use 
on specialty crops (as defined in section 3 of 
the Specialty Crops Competitiveness Act of 
2004 (7 U.S.C. 1621 note)), under the Federal In-
secticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 
U.S.C. 136 et seq.); and 

(B) tolerances for residues of minor use 
chemicals in or on raw agricultural commod-
ities under sections 346a and 348 of title 21.

(2) The Secretary shall carry out the IR–4 Pro-
gram in cooperation with the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency, State ag-
ricultural experiment stations, colleges and uni-
versities, extension services, private industry, 
and other interested parties. 

(3) In carrying out the IR–4 Program, the Sec-
retary shall give priority to registrations, rereg-
istrations, and tolerances for pesticide uses re-
lated to the production of agricultural crops for 
food use. 

(4) As part of carrying out the IR–4 Program, 
the Secretary shall—

(A) participate in research activities aimed 
at reducing residues of pesticides registered 
for minor agricultural use and for use on spe-
cialty crops; 

(B) develop analytical techniques applicable 
to residues of pesticides registered for minor 
agricultural use, including automation tech-
niques and validation of analytical methods; 

(C) prioritize potential pest management 
technology for minor agricultural use and for 
use on specialty crops; 

(D) conduct research to develop the data 
necessary to facilitate pesticide registrations, 
reregistrations, and associated tolerances; 

(E) assist in removing trade barriers caused 
by residues of pesticides registered for minor 
agricultural use and for use on domestically 
grown specialty crops; 

(F) assist in the registration and reregistra-
tion of pest management technologies for 

minor agricultural use and for use on spe-
cialty crops; and 

(G) coordinate with other programs within 
the Department of Agriculture and the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency designed to de-
velop and promote biological and other alter-
native control measures.

(5) The Secretary shall prepare and submit, to 
appropriate Committees of Congress, a report on 
an annual basis that contains—

(A) a listing of all registrations, reregistra-
tions, and tolerances for which data has been 
collected in the preceding year; 

(B) a listing of all registrations, reregistra-
tions, and tolerances for which data collection 
is scheduled to occur in the following year, 
with an explanation of the priority system 
used to develop this list; and 

(C) a listing of all activities the IR–4 Pro-
gram has carried out pursuant to paragraph 
(4).

(6) The Secretary shall submit to Congress not 
later than November 28, 1991, a report detailing 
the feasibility of requiring recoupment of the 
costs of developing residue data for registra-
tions, reregistrations, or tolerances under this 
program. Such recoupment shall only apply to 
those registrants which make a profit on such 
registration, reregistration, or tolerance subse-
quent to residue data development under this 
program. Such report shall include: 

(A) an analysis of possible benefits to the 
IR–4 Program of such a recoupment; 

(B) an analysis of the impact of such a pay-
ment on the availability of registrants to pur-
sue registrations or reregistrations of minor 
use pesticides; and 

(C) recommendations for implementation of 
such a recoupment policy.

(7) There are authorized to be appropriated 
$25,000,000 for fiscal year 1991, and such sums as 
are necessary for subsequent fiscal years to 
carry out this subsection. 

(f) Record keeping 

Each recipient of assistance under this section 
shall keep such records as the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall, by regulation, prescribe, including 
records which fully disclose the amount and dis-
position by such recipient of the proceeds of 
such grants, the total cost of the project or un-
dertaking in connection with which such funds 
are given or used, and the amount of that por-
tion of the costs of the project or undertaking 
supplied by other sources, and such other 
records as will facilitate an effective audit. The 
Secretary of Agriculture and the Comptroller 
General of the United States or any of their duly 
authorized representatives shall have access for 
the purpose of audit and examination to any 
books, documents, papers, and records of the re-
cipients that are pertinent to the grants re-
ceived under this section. 

(g) Limits on overhead costs 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall limit al-
lowable overhead costs, with respect to grants 
awarded under this section, to those necessary 
to carry out the purposes of the grants. 

(h) Authorization of appropriations 

Except as otherwise provided in subsections 
(b), (d), and (e), there are hereby authorized to 
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be appropriated such sums as are necessary to 
carry out this section. 

(i) Rules 

The Secretary of Agriculture may issue such 
rules and regulations as the Secretary deems 
necessary to carry out this section. 

(j) Application of other laws 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act and title 
XVIII of the Food and Agriculture Act of 1977 (7 
U.S.C. 2281 et seq.) shall not apply to a panel or 
board created for the purpose of reviewing appli-
cations or proposals submitted under this sec-
tion. 

(k) Emphasis on sustainable agriculture 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall ensure that 
grants made under subsections (b) and (c) are, 
where appropriate, consistent with the develop-
ment of systems of sustainable agriculture. For 
purposes of this section, the term ‘‘sustainable 
agriculture’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 3103 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 89–106, § 2, Aug. 4, 1965, 79 Stat. 431; Pub. 
L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1414, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 Stat. 
991; Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1415, Dec. 22, 1981, 
95 Stat. 1303; Pub. L. 99–198, title XIV, § 1409, Dec. 
23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1546; Pub. L. 101–624, title XIV, 
§ 1497, title XVI, §§ 1615, 1616, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 3630, 3729, 3732; Pub. L. 102–237, title IV, 
§ 401, Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1862; Pub. L. 104–66, 
title I, § 1011(v), Dec. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 711; Pub. 
L. 104–127, title VIII, § 885, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1179; Pub. L. 105–185, title II, §§ 211, 212, title III, 
§ 301(f), title VI, § 606(h), June 23, 1998, 112 Stat. 
536, 563, 604; Pub. L. 107–76, title VII, § 775, Nov. 
28, 2001, 115 Stat. 746; Pub. L. 107–171, title VI, 
§ 6403(b), title VII, §§ 7136, 7211, May 13, 2002, 116 
Stat. 429, 436, 447; Pub. L. 110–234, title VII, 
§§ 7101(b)(2), 7406(a), (b)(2), May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 
1213, 1247, 1251; Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title VII, 
§§ 7101(b)(2), 7406(a), (b)(2), June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 
1664, 1974, 2009, 2013; Pub. L. 113–79, title VII, 
§§ 7128(b)(4), 7404, Feb. 7, 2014, 128 Stat. 879, 895; 
Pub. L. 115–334, title VII, §§ 7504, 7505, 
7614(b)(4)(B), Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 4821, 4822, 
4836.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of October 10, 1962, referred to in subsec. (c)(1)(B), 
is Pub. L. 87–788, Oct. 10, 1962, 76 Stat. 806, popularly 
known as the ‘‘McIntire-Stennis Act of 1962’’ and also 
as the ‘‘McIntire-Stennis Cooperative Forestry Act’’, 
which is classified generally to subchapter III (§ 582a et 
seq.) of chapter 3 of Title 16, Conservation. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 582a of Title 16 and Ta-
bles. 

Section 3 of the Specialty Crops Competitiveness Act 
of 2004, referred to in subsec. (e)(1)(A), is section 3 of 
Pub. L. 108–465, which is set out as a note under section 
1621 of this title. 

The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide 
Act, referred to in subsec. (e)(1)(A), is act June 25, 1947, 
ch. 125, as amended generally by Pub. L. 92–516, Oct. 21, 
1972, 86 Stat. 973, which is classified generally to sub-
chapter II (§ 136 et seq.) of chapter 6 of this title. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 136 of this title 
and Tables. 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 
subsec. (j), is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 

which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government 
Organization and Employees. 

The Food and Agriculture Act of 1977, referred to in 
subsec. (j), is Pub. L. 95–113, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 Stat. 913. 
Title XVIII of the Act is classified generally to chapter 
55A (§ 2281 et seq.) of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1977 
Amendment note set out under section 1281 of this title 
and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 450i of this 
title prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering 
as this section. 

Section was enacted as the Competitive, Special, and 
Facilities Research Grant Act, and not as part of the 
National Agricultural Research, Extension, and Teach-
ing Policy Act of 1977 which comprises this chapter. 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (b)(2)(D)(iii) to (viii). Pub. L. 115–334, 
§ 7504(1)(A), added cl. (iii) and redesignated former cls. 
(iii) to (vii) as (iv) to (viii), respectively. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(E)(v). Pub. L. 115–334, § 7504(1)(B), added 
cl. (v). 

Subsec. (b)(2)(F)(viii). Pub. L. 115–334, § 7504(1)(C), 
added cl. (viii). 

Subsec. (b)(6)(F). Pub. L. 115–334, § 7504(2), added sub-
par. (F). 

Subsec. (b)(9)(A)(iii). Pub. L. 115–334, § 7614(b)(4)(B)(i), 
struck out cl. (iii). Text read as follows: ‘‘The matching 
funds requirement under section 3371 of this title shall 
not apply in the case of a grant made under paragraph 
(6)(A).’’

Subsec. (b)(9)(B)(i). Pub. L. 115–334, 
§ 7614(b)(4)(B)(ii)(I), substituted ‘‘clause (ii),’’ for 
‘‘clauses (ii) and (iii),’’. 

Subsec. (b)(9)(B)(iii). Pub. L. 115–334, 
§ 7614(b)(4)(B)(ii)(II), struck out cl. (iii). Text read as 
follows: ‘‘The contribution requirement under clause (i) 
shall be in addition to any matching funds requirement 
for grant recipients required by section 3371 of this 
title.’’

Subsec. (b)(9)(C). Pub. L. 115–334, § 7614(b)(4)(B)(iii), 
added subpar. (C). 

Subsec. (b)(11)(A). Pub. L. 115–334, § 7504(3)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘2023’’ for ‘‘2018’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (b)(11)(A)(ii). Pub. L. 115–334, § 7504(3)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘5’’ for ‘‘4’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 115–334, § 7505(b)(1), substituted 
‘‘this subsection’’ for ‘‘this subsection—’’, struck out 
subpar. (B) designation before ‘‘for the planning’’, and 
struck out subpar. (A) which read as follows: ‘‘for any 
purpose for which a grant may be made under sub-
section (d); or’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 115–334, § 7505(a), added subsec. (d). 
Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 115–334, § 7505(b)(2), inserted 

‘‘, (d),’’ after ‘‘subsections (b)’’. 
2014—Subsec. (b)(2)(B)(ix), (x). Pub. L. 113–79, 

§ 7404(b)(1), added cls. (ix) and (x). 
Subsec. (b)(2)(D). Pub. L. 113–79, § 7404(b)(2)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘Bioenergy’’ for ‘‘Renewable energy’’ in head-
ing. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(D)(iv) to (vii). Pub. L. 113–79, 
§ 7404(b)(2)(B), (C), added cl. (iv) and redesignated 
former cls. (iv) to (vi) as (v) to (vii), respectively. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(F). Pub. L. 113–79, § 7404(b)(3)(A), in-
serted ‘‘economics,’’ after ‘‘trade,’’ in introductory pro-
visions. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(F)(v) to (vii). Pub. L. 113–79, 
§ 7404(b)(3)(B), (C), added cl. (v) and redesignated former 
cls. (v) and (vi) as (vi) and (vii), respectively. 

Subsec. (b)(4)(F). Pub. L. 113–79, § 7404(c), added sub-
par. (F). 

Subsec. (b)(6)(E). Pub. L. 113–79, § 7404(d), added sub-
par. (E). 
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Subsec. (b)(7)(G). Pub. L. 113–79, § 7404(e), substituted 
‘‘, foundations, or corporations’’ for ‘‘or corporations’’. 

Subsec. (b)(9)(A)(iii). Pub. L. 113–79, § 7128(b)(4)(A), 
added cl. (iii). 

Subsec. (b)(9)(B). Pub. L. 113–79, § 7404(f), added sub-
par. (B). 

Pub. L. 113–79, § 7128(b)(4)(B), struck out subpar. (B) 
which related to applied research. 

Subsec. (b)(11)(A). Pub. L. 113–79, § 7404(a), substituted 
‘‘2018’’ for ‘‘2012’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (e)(1)(A). Pub. L. 113–79, § 7404(g)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘pesticides for minor agricultural use and for 
use on specialty crops (as defined in section 3 of the 
Specialty Crops Competitiveness Act of 2004 (7 U.S.C. 
1621 note)),’’ for ‘‘minor use pesticides’’. 

Subsec. (e)(4)(A). Pub. L. 113–79, § 7404(g)(2)(A), in-
serted ‘‘and for use on specialty crops’’ after ‘‘minor 
agricultural use’’. 

Subsec. (e)(4)(C) to (G). Pub. L. 113–79, 
§ 7404(g)(2)(B)–(D), added subpars. (C) to (F) and redesig-
nated former subpar. (C) as (G). 

2008—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7406(a), amended 
subsec. (b) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) 
authorized the Secretary to make competitive grants 
for research to further Department of Agriculture pro-
grams and to conduct a program to improve research 
capabilities in the agricultural, food, and environ-
mental sciences and required an annual report to Con-
gress describing the operations of the program during 
the preceding fiscal year. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7406(b)(2), struck out 
subsec. (d) which related to annual grants to support 
the renovation and refurbishment of research spaces in 
buildings or spaces to be used for research and the pur-
chase and installation of fixed equipment in such 
spaces. 

Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 110–246, § 7101(b)(2), which directed 
amendment of ‘‘Section 2(k) of the Competitive, Spe-
cial, and Facilities Research Grant Act’’ by sub-
stituting ‘‘3103’’ for ‘‘3103(17)’’, was executed by making 
the substitution to subsec. (k) of this section, which is 
the Competitive, Special, and Facilities Research 
Grant Act, to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

2002—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 107–171, § 7211, substituted 
‘‘in the areas described in subparagraphs (A) through 
(F). Such needs shall be determined by the Secretary, 
in consultation with the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, Education, and Economics Advisory 
Board, not later than July 1 of each fiscal year for the 
purposes of the following fiscal year.’’ for ‘‘in—’’ in pro-
visions preceding subpar. (A). 

Subsec. (b)(8)(B). Pub. L. 107–171, § 6403(b), substituted 
‘‘college, university, or research foundation maintained 
by a college or university that ranks in the lowest 1⁄3 of 
such colleges, universities, and research foundations on 
the basis of Federal research funds received’’ for 
‘‘smaller college or university (as described in section 
2204f(c)(2)(C)(ii) of this title)’’ in second sentence. 

Subsec. (b)(10). Pub. L. 107–171, § 7136, substituted 
‘‘2007’’ for ‘‘2002’’ in introductory provisions. 

2001—Subsec. (b)(3)(G). Pub. L. 107–76, § 775(1), added 
subpar. (G). 

Subsec. (b)(10)(C). Pub. L. 107–76, § 775(2), substituted 
‘‘, (F), and (G) of paragraph (3) for’’ for ‘‘and (F) of 
paragraph (3) for awarding grants in’’. 

1998—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 105–185, §§ 211(1), 606(h)(1), 
in first sentence, inserted ‘‘national laboratories,’’ 
after ‘‘Federal agencies,’’ and in second sentence, sub-
stituted ‘‘National Agricultural Research, Extension, 
Education, and Economics Advisory Board (as estab-
lished under section 3123 of this title)’’ for ‘‘Joint Coun-
cil on Food and Agricultural Sciences and the National 
Agricultural Research and Extension Users Advisory 
Board’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 105–185, § 211(2), substituted 
‘‘multistate’’ for ‘‘regional’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (b)(3)(E). Pub. L. 105–185, § 211(3), substituted 
‘‘an individual shall be within 5 years of the individ-
ual’s initial career track position’’ for ‘‘an individual 
shall have less than 5 years of post-graduate research 
experience’’ in second sentence. 

Subsec. (b)(8)(B). Pub. L. 105–185, § 211(4), substituted 
‘‘the cost of’’ for ‘‘the cost’’ and inserted at end ‘‘The 
Secretary may waive all or part of the matching re-
quirement under this subparagraph in the case of a 
smaller college or university (as described in section 
2204f(c)(2)(C)(ii) of this title) if the equipment to be ac-
quired costs not more than $25,000 and has multiple 
uses within a single research project or is usable in 
more than 1 research project.’’

Subsec. (b)(10). Pub. L. 105–185, § 301(f), substituted 
‘‘2002’’ for ‘‘1997’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 105–185, § 212(1)(A), substituted 
‘‘3 years’’ for ‘‘5 years’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (c)(1)(A). Pub. L. 105–185, § 212(1)(B), inserted 
‘‘, extension, or education activities’’ after ‘‘con-
ducting research’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1)(B). Pub. L. 105–185, § 212(1)(C)(i), in-
serted ‘‘, extension, or education’’ after ‘‘agricultural 
research’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (c)(1)(B)(i). Pub. L. 105–185, § 212(1)(C)(ii), in-
serted ‘‘, extension, or education’’ after ‘‘research’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1)(B)(iv). Pub. L. 105–185, § 212(1)(C)(iii), 
substituted ‘‘, extension, or education among States 
through regional’’ for ‘‘among States through regional 
research’’. 

Subsec. (c)(5), (6). Pub. L. 105–185, § 212(2), added pars. 
(5) and (6). 

Subsec. (l). Pub. L. 105–185, § 606(h)(2), struck out 
heading and text of subsec. (l). Text read as follows: 
‘‘The Secretary of Agriculture may consult with the 
Agricultural Science and Technology Review Board re-
garding the policies, priorities, and operation of sub-
sections (b) and (c) of this section.’’

1996—Subsec. (b)(10). Pub. L. 104–127, § 885(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘each of fiscal years 1995 through 1997’’ for 
‘‘fiscal year 1995’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (b)(10)(B). Pub. L. 104–127, § 885(a)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘40 percent’’ for ‘‘20 percent’’. 

Subsec. (b)(11). Pub. L. 104–127, § 885(b), added par. (11). 
1995—Subsecs. (l), (m). Pub. L. 104–66 redesignated 

subsec. (m) as (l) and struck out former subsec. (l) 
which directed Secretary of Agriculture to submit an-
nual reports to Congress on competitive grant and spe-
cial grant awards. 

1991—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(a), designated 
existing provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

Subsec. (b)(10). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(1), struck out 
‘‘and’’ after ‘‘1993,’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(2)(A), substituted 
‘‘Inter-Regional Research Project Number 4’’ for 
‘‘Record keeping’’ as heading. 

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(2)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘this subsection’’ for ‘‘this section’’ in intro-
ductory provisions. 

Subsec. (e)(2) to (4). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(2)(C), sub-
stituted ‘‘IR–4 Program’’ for ‘‘IR–4 program’’. 

Subsec. (e)(5)(B). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(2)(D), sub-
stituted ‘‘registrations,’’ for ‘‘registration,’’ and in-
serted ‘‘and’’ at end. 

Subsec. (e)(5)(C). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(2)(C), sub-
stituted ‘‘IR–4 Program’’ for ‘‘IR–4 program’’. 

Subsec. (e)(6). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(2)(E), sub-
stituted ‘‘not later than November 28, 1991,’’ for ‘‘with-
in one year of November 28, 1990,’’ and inserted a 
comma after ‘‘reregistrations’’ in first sentence. 

Subsec. (e)(6)(A). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(2)(C), sub-
stituted ‘‘IR–4 Program’’ for ‘‘IR–4 program’’. 

Subsec. (e)(7). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(2)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘this subsection’’ for ‘‘this section’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(3), substituted 
‘‘Record keeping’’ for ‘‘Limits on overhead costs’’ as 
heading. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(4), substituted 
‘‘Limits on overhead costs’’ for ‘‘Authorization of ap-
propriations’’ as heading. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(5), substituted 
‘‘Authorization of appropriations’’ for ‘‘Rules’’ as head-
ing and ‘‘subsections (b) and (e)’’ for ‘‘subsection (b) of 
this section’’ and struck out ‘‘the provisions of’’ after 
‘‘to carry out’’. 
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Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(6), substituted 
‘‘Rules’’ for ‘‘Application of other laws’’ as heading, 
substituted ‘‘may’’ for ‘‘is authorized to’’, and struck 
out ‘‘the provisions of’’ after ‘‘to carry out’’. 

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(7), (8), inserted 
‘‘Application of other laws’’ as heading and redesig-
nated another subsec. (j), relating to emphasis on sus-
tainable agriculture, as (k). 

Subsecs. (k) to (m). Pub. L. 102–237, § 401(b)(8), redesig-
nated subsecs. (j) to (l), as added by Pub. L. 101–624, 
§ 1615(b), as (k) to (m), respectively. 

1990—Pub. L. 101–624, § 1615(c)(1), inserted ‘‘Competi-
tive, special, and facilities research grants’’ as section 
catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1615(c)(1), inserted head-
ing. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1615(a), inserted heading, 
designated first two sentences of existing text as par. 
(1), added pars. (2) to (10), and struck out former similar 
provisions which identified ‘‘high priority research’’ as 
well as provisions relating to the awarding, administra-
tion, and funding of such research. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1616, amended subsec. (c) 
generally, designating former introductory text as par. 
(1), redesignating former pars. (1) and (2) as subpars. (A) 
and (B), respectively, and in subpar. (A), expanding the 
entities which may receive grants under this sub-
section to include all colleges and universities, other 
research institutions and organizations, Federal agen-
cies, private organizations or corporations, and individ-
uals for the purpose of conducting research in areas of 
food and agriculture important to the U.S., and desig-
nating former closing provisions as pars. (2) through 
(4), and in par. (4), inserting provisions requiring that 
ninety percent of the amounts appropriated for a fiscal 
year under this subsection be used for regional research 
projects. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1615(c)(2), inserted head-
ing. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 101–624, §§ 1497(1), (2), 1615(c)(3), 
added subsec. (e), inserted heading, and redesignated 
former subsec. (e) as (f). 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 101–624, §§ 1497(1), 1615(c)(4), redes-
ignated subsec. (e) as (f) and inserted heading. Former 
subsec. (f) redesignated (g). 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 101–624, §§ 1497(1), 1615(c)(5), redes-
ignated subsec. (f) as (g) and inserted heading. Former 
subsec. (g) redesignated (h). 

Pub. L. 101–624, § 1497(3), which directed insertion of 
‘‘and subsection (e)’’ after ‘‘subsection (b)’’, could not 
be executed because ‘‘subsection (b)’’ did not appear in 
text. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 101–624, §§ 1497(1), 1615(c)(6), redes-
ignated subsec. (g) as (h) and inserted heading. Former 
subsec. (h) redesignated (i). 

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 101–624, §§ 1497(1), 1615(c)(7), redes-
ignated subsec. (h) as (i) and inserted heading. Former 
subsec. (i) redesignated (j). 

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1615(b), added subsec. (j) 
relating to emphasis on sustainable agriculture. 

Pub. L. 101–624, § 1497(1), redesignated subsec. (i), re-
lating to application of other laws, as (j). 

Subsecs. (k) and (l). Pub. L. 101–624, § 1615(b), added 
subsecs. (k) and (l). 

1985—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–198, § 1409(a)(1), (2), sub-
stituted in third sentence par. ‘‘(2) research, with em-
phasis on biotechnology,’’ for ‘‘(2) research’’ and added 
pars. (7) and (8), and prohibited any grant under subsec. 
(b) for any purpose for which a grant may be made 
under subsec. (d) or for the planning, repair, rehabilita-
tion, acquisition, or construction of a building or a fa-
cility. 

Pub. L. 99–198, § 1409(a)(3), in concluding provisions 
substituted appropriations authorization of $70,000,000 
annually for fiscal years ending Sept. 30, 1986, through 
Sept. 30, 1990 for prior authorization of 25, 30, 35, and 40 
million dollars for fiscal years ending Sept. 30, 1978, 
through Sept. 30, 1981, and 50 million dollars annually 
for fiscal years ending Sept. 30, 1982, through Sept. 30, 
1985, and for any subsequent fiscal year not in excess of 

such sums as may be authorized by law; and authorized 
retention of four percent of appropriated funds for pay-
ment of administrative costs. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99–198, § 1409(b)(1), prohibited any 
grant under subsec. (c) for any purpose for which a 
grant may be made under subsec. (d) or for the plan-
ning, repair, rehabilitation, acquisition, or construc-
tion of a building or a facility. 

Pub. L. 99–198, § 1409(b)(2), authorized retention of 
four percent of appropriated funds for payment of ad-
ministrative costs. 

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 99–198, § 1409(c), added subsec. (i). 
1981—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97–98, § 1415(a), inserted ‘‘and 

the National Agricultural Research and Extension 
Users Advisory Board’’ and provision specifying what is 
included in high priority research and substituted ‘‘for 
each of the fiscal years ending September 30, 1982, Sep-
tember 30, 1983, September 30, 1984, and September 30, 
1985’’ for ‘‘for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
1982’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 97–98, § 1415(b), in par. (1) inserted 
‘‘research foundations established by land-grant col-
leges and universities,’’, in par. (2) inserted reference to 
research foundations established by land-grant colleges 
and universities, colleges and universities receiving 
funds under the Act of October 10, 1962, and accredited 
schools or colleges of veterinary medicine, and added 
subpar. (D). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 97–98, § 1415(c), in provision pre-
ceding par. (1) substituted provision directing that an-
nual grants be made to support the renovation and re-
furbishment, including energy retrofitting, of research 
spaces in buildings or spaces to be used for research, 
and the purchase and installation of fixed equipment in 
such spaces and providing that grants may be used for 
new construction only for auxiliary facilities and fixed 
equipment used for research in such facilities, such as 
greenhouses, insectaries, and research farm structures 
and installations for provision that grants be made to 
support the purchase of equipment, supplies, and land, 
and the construction, alteration, or renovation of 
buildings, necessary for the conduct of food and agri-
cultural research and added pars. (3) and (4). 

1977—Pub. L. 95–113 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (e) and a part of subsec. (b) and added the re-
mainder of subsec. (b) and subsecs. (a), (c), (d), (f), (g), 
and (h).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 7614(b)(4)(B) of Pub. L. 115–334 
applicable to grants, cooperative agreements, or other 
awards made after Dec. 20, 2018, with matching funds 
requirement in effect on Dec. 20, 2018, to continue to 
apply to such grant, cooperative agreement, or other 
award, see section 7614(c) of Pub. L. 115–334, set out as 
a note under section 3151 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, except as other-
wise provided, see section 4 of Pub. L. 110–246, set out 
as an Effective Date note under section 8701 of this 
title. 

Pub. L. 110–234, title VII, § 7406(c), May 22, 2008, 122 
Stat. 1251, and Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title VII, § 7406(c), 
June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 2013, provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion and sections 3319, 5924, and 5925b of this title and 
repealing section 7621 of this title] shall not apply to 
any solicitation for grant applications issued by the 
Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension 
Service before the date of enactment of this Act [June 
18, 2008].’’

[Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 
provisions. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) 
of Pub. L. 110–246, set out as a note under section 8701 
of this title.] 
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 99–198, title XIV, § 1409(a)(3), Dec. 23, 1985, 99 
Stat. 1547, provided that the amendment made by sec-
tion 1409(a)(3) of Pub. L. 99–198 is effective Oct. 1, 1985. 

Pub. L. 99–198, title XIV, § 1409(b)(2), Dec. 23, 1985, 99 
Stat. 1547, provided that the amendment made by sec-
tion 1409(b)(2) of Pub. L. 99–198 is effective Oct. 1, 1985. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–98 effective Dec. 22, 1981, 
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97–98, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 4301 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–113 effective Oct. 1, 1977, 
see section 1901 of Pub. L. 95–113, set out as a note 
under section 1307 of this title. 

§ 3158. Next generation agriculture technology 
challenge 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall establish a next genera-
tion agriculture technology challenge competi-
tion to provide an incentive for the development 
of innovative mobile technology that removes 
barriers to entry in the marketplace for begin-
ning farmers and ranchers (as defined in sub-
section (a) of section 2279 of this title). 

(b) Amount 

The Secretary may award not more than 
$1,000,000 in the aggregate to 1 or more winners 
of the competition under subsection (a). 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1419C, as added Pub. 
L. 115–334, title VII, § 7110, Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4784.) 

§ 3159. Land-grant designation 

(a) Prohibition on designation 

(1) In general 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law 
and except as provided in paragraphs (2) and 
(3), beginning on December 20, 2018, no addi-
tional entity may be designated as eligible to 
receive funds under a covered program. 

(2) 1994 institutions 

The prohibition under paragraph (1) with re-
spect to the designation of an entity eligible 
to receive funds under a covered program shall 
not apply in the case of the certification of a 
1994 Institution under section 2 of Public Law 
87–788 (commonly known as the ‘‘McIntire-
Stennis Cooperative Forestry Act’’) (16 U.S.C. 
582a–1). 

(3) Extraordinary circumstances 

In the case of extraordinary circumstances 
or a situation that would lead to an inequi-
table result, as determined by the Secretary, 
the Secretary may determine that an entity 
designated after December 20, 2018, is eligible 
to receive funds under a covered program. 

(b) State funding 

No State shall receive an increase in funding 
under a covered program as a result of the 
State’s designation of additional entities as eli-
gible to receive such funding. 

(c) Covered program defined 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘cov-
ered program’’ means agricultural research, ex-

tension, education, and related programs or 
grants established or available under any of the 
following: 

(1) Subsections (b), (c), and (d) of section 343 
of this title. 

(2) The Hatch Act of 1887 (7 U.S.C. 361a et 
seq.). 

(3) Sections 3221, 3222, and 3222b of this title. 
(4) Public Law 87–788 (commonly known as 

the McIntire-Stennis Cooperative Forestry 
Act; 16 U.S.C. 582a et seq.). 

(d) Rule of construction 

Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
limiting eligibility for a capacity and infra-
structure program specified in section 
6971(f)(1)(C) of this title that is not a covered 
program. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1419D, as added Pub. 
L. 115–334, title VII, § 7111, Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4784.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Hatch Act of 1887, referred to in subsec. (c)(2), is 
act Mar. 2, 1887, ch. 314, 24 Stat. 440, which is classified 
generally to sections 361a to 361i of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 361a of this title and 
Tables. 

Public Law 87–788, referred to in subsec. (c)(4), is Pub. 
L. 87–788, Oct. 10, 1962, 76 Stat. 806, popularly known as 
the ‘‘McIntire-Stennis Act of 1962’’ and also as the 
‘‘McIntire-Stennis Cooperative Forestry Act’’, which is 
classified generally to subchapter III (§ 582a et seq.) of 
chapter 3 of Title 16, Conservation. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 582a of Title 16 and Tables.

SUBCHAPTER IV—NATIONAL FOOD AND 
HUMAN NUTRITION RESEARCH AND EX-
TENSION PROGRAM 

§ 3171. Congressional findings and declaration of 
policy 

(a) Findings 

Congress finds that there is increasing evi-
dence of a relationship between diet and many 
of the leading causes of death in the United 
States: that improved nutrition is an integral 
component of preventive health care; that there 
is a serious need for research on the chronic ef-
fects of diet on degenerative diseases and related 
disorders; that nutrition and health consider-
ations are important to United States agricul-
tural policy; that there is insufficient knowl-
edge concerning precise human nutritional re-
quirements, the interaction of the various nutri-
tional constituents of food, and differences in 
nutritional requirements among different popu-
lation groups such as infants, children, adoles-
cents, elderly men and women, and pregnant 
women; and that there is a critical need for ob-
jective data concerning food safety, the poten-
tial of food enrichment, and means to encourage 
better nutritional practices. 

(b) Declaration of policy 

It is declared to be the policy of the United 
States that the Department of Agriculture con-
duct research in the fields of human nutrition 
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