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to the defense of the food and agriculture 
critical infrastructure sector; and 

(B) carry out any other activity under any 
other authority of the Secretary that is ap-
propriate to engage the authorities de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) for the defense 
of the food and agriculture critical infra-
structure sector, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

(Pub. L. 103–354, title II, § 221, as added Pub. L. 
115–334, title XII, § 12202, Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4944.) 

§ 6923. Office of Urban Agriculture and Innova-
tive Production 

(a) Office 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall establish in the Depart-
ment an Office of Urban Agriculture and Inno-
vative Production. 

(2) Director 

The Secretary shall appoint a senior official 
to serve as the Director of the Office of Urban 
Agriculture and Innovative Production (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Director’’). 

(3) Mission 

The mission of the Office of Urban Agri-
culture and Innovative Production shall be to 
encourage and promote urban, indoor, and 
other emerging agricultural practices, includ-
ing—

(A) community gardens and farms located 
in urban areas, suburbs, and urban clusters; 

(B) rooftop farms, outdoor vertical produc-
tion, and green walls; 

(C) indoor farms, greenhouses, and high-
tech vertical technology farms; 

(D) hydroponic, aeroponic, and aquaponic 
farm facilities; and 

(E) other innovations in agricultural pro-
duction, as determined by the Secretary. 

(4) Responsibilities 

The Director shall be responsible for engag-
ing in activities to carry out the mission de-
scribed in paragraph (3), including by—

(A) managing programs, including for com-
munity gardens, urban farms, rooftop agri-
culture, and indoor vertical production; 

(B) advising the Secretary; 
(C) coordinating with the agencies and of-

ficials of the Department to update relevant 
programs; 

(D) engaging in stakeholder relations and 
developing external partnerships; 

(E) identifying common State and munic-
ipal best practices for navigating local poli-
cies; 

(F) coordinating networks of community 
gardens and facilitating connections to local 
food banks, in partnership with the Food and 
Nutrition Service; and 

(G) collaborating with other Federal agen-
cies. 

(b) Urban Agriculture and Innovative Produc-
tion Advisory Committee 

(1) In general 

Not later than 180 days after December 20, 
2018, the Secretary shall establish an Urban 

Agriculture and Innovative Production Advi-
sory Committee (referred to in this subsection 
as the ‘‘Committee’’) to advise the Secretary 
on—

(A) the development of policies and out-
reach relating to urban, indoor, and other 
emerging agricultural production practices; 
and 

(B) any other aspects of the implementa-
tion of this section. 

(2) Membership 

(A) In general 

The Committee shall be composed of 12 
members, of whom—

(i) 4 shall be individuals who are agricul-
tural producers, of whom—

(I) 2 individuals shall be agricultural 
producers located in an urban area or 
urban cluster; and 

(II) 2 individuals shall be farmers that 
use innovative technology;

(ii) 2 shall be representatives from an in-
stitution of higher education or extension 
program; 

(iii) 1 shall be an individual who rep-
resents a nonprofit organization, which 
may include a public health, environ-
mental, or community organization; 

(iv) 1 shall be an individual who rep-
resents business and economic develop-
ment, which may include a business devel-
opment entity, a chamber of commerce, a 
city government, or a planning organiza-
tion; 

(v) 1 shall be an individual with supply 
chain experience, which may include a 
food aggregator, wholesale food dis-
tributor, food hub, or an individual who 
has direct-to-consumer market experience; 

(vi) 1 shall be an individual from a fi-
nancing entity; and 

(vii) 2 shall be individuals with related 
experience or expertise in urban, indoor, 
and other emerging agriculture production 
practices, as determined by the Secretary. 

(B) Initial appointments 

The Secretary shall appoint the members 
of the Committee not later than 180 days 
after December 20, 2018. 

(3) Period of appointment; vacancies 

(A) In general 

Except as provided in subparagraph (B), a 
member of the Committee shall be appointed 
for a term of 3 years. 

(B) Initial appointments 

Of the members first appointed to the 
Committee—

(i) 4 of the members, as determined by 
the Secretary, shall be appointed for a 
term of 3 years; 

(ii) 4 of the members, as determined by 
the Secretary, shall be appointed for a 
term of 2 years; and 

(iii) 4 of the members, as determined by 
the Secretary, shall be appointed for a 
term of 1 year. 

(C) Vacancies 

Any vacancy in the Committee—
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(i) shall not affect the powers of the 
Committee; and 

(ii) shall be filled as soon as practicable 
in the same manner as the original ap-
pointment. 

(D) Consecutive terms 

An initial appointee of the committee may 
serve an additional consecutive term if the 
member is reappointed by the Secretary. 

(4) Meetings 

(A) Frequency 

The Committee shall meet not fewer than 
3 times per year. 

(B) Initial meeting 

Not later than 180 days after the date on 
which the members are appointed under 
paragraph (2)(B), the Committee shall hold 
the first meeting of the Committee. 

(5) Duties 

(A) In general 

The Committee shall—
(i) develop recommendations and advise 

the Director on policies, initiatives, and 
outreach administered by the Office of 
Urban Agriculture and Innovative Produc-
tion; 

(ii) evaluate and review ongoing research 
and extension activities relating to urban, 
indoor, and other innovative agricultural 
practices; 

(iii) identify new and existing barriers to 
successful urban, indoor, and other emerg-
ing agricultural production practices; and 

(iv) provide additional assistance and ad-
vice to the Director as appropriate. 

(B) Reports 

Not later than 1 year after the date on 
which the Committee is established, and 
every 2 years through 2023, the Committee 
shall submit to the Secretary, the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate a report describing the recommendations 
developed under subparagraph (A). 

(6) Personnel matters 

(A) Compensation 

A member of the Committee shall serve 
without compensation. 

(B) Travel expenses 

A member of the Committee shall be al-
lowed travel expenses, including per diem in 
lieu of subsistence, in accordance with sec-
tion 5703 of title 5. 

(7) Termination 

(A) In general 

Subject to subparagraph (B), the Com-
mittee shall terminate on the date that is 5 
years after the date on which the members 
are appointed under paragraph (2)(B). 

(B) Extensions 

Before the date on which the Committee 
terminates, the Secretary may renew the 
Committee for 1 or more 2-year periods. 

(c) Grants 

The Director shall award competitive grants 
to support the development of urban agriculture 
and innovative production to any of the fol-
lowing eligible entities: 

(1) A nonprofit organization. 
(2) A unit of local government. 
(3) A Tribal government. 
(4) Any school that serves any of grades kin-

dergarten through grade 12. 

(d) Pilot projects 

(1) Urban and suburban county committees 

(A) In general 

Not later than 1 year after December 20, 
2018, the Secretary shall establish a pilot 
program for not fewer than 5 years that es-
tablishes 10 county committees in accord-
ance with section 590h(b)(5)(B)(ii)(II) of title 
16 to operate in counties located in urban or 
suburban areas with a high concentration of 
urban or suburban farms. 

(B) Effect 

Nothing in this paragraph requires or pre-
cludes the establishment of a Farm Service 
Agency office in a county in which a county 
committee is established under subpara-
graph (A). 

(C) Report 

For fiscal year 2019 and each fiscal year 
thereafter through fiscal year 2023, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on Ag-
riculture of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate a report de-
scribing a summary of—

(i) the status of the pilot program under 
subparagraph (A); 

(ii) meetings and other activities of the 
committees established under that sub-
paragraph; and 

(iii) the types and volume of assistance 
and services provided to farmers in coun-
ties in which county committees are es-
tablished under that subparagraph. 

(2) Increasing community compost and reduc-
ing food waste 

(A) In general 

The Secretary, acting through the Direc-
tor, shall carry out pilot projects under 
which the Secretary shall offer to enter into 
cooperative agreements with local or munic-
ipal governments in not fewer than 10 States 
to develop and test strategies for planning 
and implementing municipal compost plans 
and food waste reduction plans. 

(B) Eligible entities and purposes of pilot 
projects 

Under a cooperative agreement entered 
into under this paragraph, the Secretary 
shall provide assistance to municipalities, 
counties, local governments, or city plan-
ners, as appropriate, to carry out planning 
and implementing activities that will—

(i) generate compost; 
(ii) increase access to compost for agri-

cultural producers; 
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(iii) reduce reliance on, and limit the use 
of, fertilizer; 

(iv) improve soil quality; 
(v) encourage waste management and 

permaculture business development; 
(vi) increase rainwater absorption; 
(vii) reduce municipal food waste; and 
(viii) divert food waste from landfills. 

(C) Evaluation and ranking of applications 

(i) Criteria 

Not later than 180 days after December 
20, 2018, the Secretary shall establish cri-
teria for the selection of pilot projects 
under this paragraph. 

(ii) Consideration 

In selecting, undertaking, or funding 
pilot projects under this paragraph, the 
Secretary shall consider any commonly 
known significant impact on existing food 
waste recovery and disposal by commer-
cial, marketing, or business relationships. 

(iii) Priority 

In selecting a pilot project under this 
paragraph, the Secretary shall give pri-
ority to an application for a pilot project 
that—

(I) anticipates or demonstrates eco-
nomic benefits; 

(II) incorporates plans to make com-
post easily accessible to agricultural 
producers, including community gar-
deners; 

(III) integrates other food waste strate-
gies, including food recovery efforts; and 

(IV) provides for collaboration with 
multiple partners. 

(D) Matching requirement 

The recipient of assistance for a pilot 
project under this paragraph shall provide 
funds, in-kind contributions, or a combina-
tion of both from sources other than funds 
provided through the grant in an amount 
equal to not less than 25 percent of the 
amount of the grant. 

(E) Evaluation 

The Secretary shall conduct an evaluation 
of the pilot projects funded under this para-
graph to assess different solutions for in-
creasing access to compost and reducing mu-
nicipal food waste, including an evaluation 
of—

(i) the amount of Federal funds used for 
each project; and 

(ii) a measurement of the outcomes of 
each project. 

(e) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section and the amendments 
made by this section $25,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2019 through 2023. 

(Pub. L. 103–354, title II, § 222, as added Pub. L. 
115–334, title XII, § 12302, Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4958.) 

§ 6924. Food Loss and Waste Reduction Liaison 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary shall establish a Food Loss and 
Waste Reduction Liaison to coordinate Federal, 

State, local, and nongovernmental programs, 
and other efforts, to measure and reduce the in-
cidence of food loss and waste in accordance 
with this section. 

(b) In general 

The Food Loss and Waste Reduction Liaison 
shall—

(1) coordinate food loss and waste reduction 
efforts within the Department of Agriculture 
and with other Federal agencies, including the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Food and Drug Administration; 

(2) support and promote Federal programs to 
measure and reduce the incidence of food loss 
and waste and increase food recovery; 

(3) provide information to, and serve as a re-
source for, entities engaged in food loss and 
waste reduction and food recovery, including 
information about the availability of, and eli-
gibility requirements for, participation in 
Federal, State, local, and nongovernmental 
programs; 

(4) raise awareness of the liability protec-
tions afforded under the Bill Emerson Good 
Samaritan Food Donation Act (42 U.S.C. 1791) 
to persons engaged in food loss and waste re-
duction and food recovery; and 

(5) make recommendations with respect to 
expanding innovative food recovery models 
and reducing the incidence of food loss and 
waste. 

(c) Cooperative agreements 

For purposes of carrying out the duties under 
subsection (b), the Food Loss and Waste Reduc-
tion Liaison may enter into contracts or cooper-
ative agreements with the research centers of 
the Research, Education, and Economics mis-
sion area, institutions of higher education (as 
defined in section 1001 of title 20), or nonprofit 
organizations for—

(1) the development of educational mate-
rials; 

(2) the conduct of workshops and courses; or 
(3) the conduct of research on best practices 

with respect to food loss and waste reduction 
and food recovery. 

(d) Study on food waste 

The Secretary shall conduct a study, in con-
sultation with the Food Loss and Waste Reduc-
tion Liaison, to evaluate and determine—

(1) methods of measuring food waste; 
(2) standards for the volume of food waste; 
(3) factors that contribute to food waste; 
(4) the cost and volume of food loss; 
(5) the effectiveness of existing liability pro-

tections afforded under the Bill Emerson Good 
Samaritan Food Donation Act (42 U.S.C. 1791); 
and 

(6) measures to ensure that programs con-
templated, undertaken, or funded by the De-
partment of Agriculture do not disrupt exist-
ing food waste recovery and disposal efforts by 
commercial, marketing, or business relation-
ships. 

(e) Reports 

(1) Initial report 

Not later than 1 year after December 20, 
2018, the Food Loss and Waste Liaison shall 
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