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ties, resources, input, and coordination with 
programs and agencies of the Department to 
youth-serving organizations and school-based 
agricultural education, including the develop-
ment of internship opportunities; 

(4) share, internally and externally, the ex-
tent to which active steps are being taken to 
encourage collaboration with, and support of, 
youth-serving organizations and school-based 
agricultural education; 

(5) provide information to youth involved in 
food and agriculture organizations concerning 
the availability of, and eligibility require-
ments for, participation in agricultural pro-
grams, with particular emphasis on beginning 
farmer and rancher programs; 

(6) serve as a resource for assisting youth in-
volved in food and agriculture organizations in 
applying for participation in agriculture; and 

(7) advocate on behalf of youth involved in 
food and agriculture organizations in inter-
actions with employees of the Department. 

(c) Contracts and cooperative agreements 

For purposes of carrying out the duties under 
subsection (b), the Agricultural Youth Organiza-
tion Coordinator shall consult with the coopera-
tive extension and the land-grant university 
systems, and may enter into contracts or coop-
erative agreements with the research centers of 
the Agricultural Research Service, cooperative 
extension and the land-grant university sys-
tems, non-land-grant colleges of agriculture, or 
nonprofit organizations for—

(1) the conduct of regional research on the 
profitability of small farms; 

(2) the development of educational mate-
rials; 

(3) the conduct of workshops, courses, and 
certified vocational training; 

(4) the conduct of mentoring activities; or 
(5) the provision of internship opportunities. 

(Pub. L. 107–171, title VII, § 7405, as added Pub. L. 
115–334, title XII, § 12305, Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4967.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 7405 of Pub. L. 107–171 was classified 
to section 3319f of this title, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
115–334, title XII, § 12301(a)(1), Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4950. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Farm Security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002, and not as part of the De-
partment of Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994, 
which in part comprises this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

DEFINITIONS 

‘‘Department’’ means the Department of Agriculture 
and ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of Agriculture, 
see section 7401 of Pub. L. 107–171, set out as a note 
under section 3319b of this title. 

§ 6935. Repealed. Pub. L. 115–334, title XII, 
§ 12414(b), Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 4981

Section, Pub. L. 113–79, title III, § 3208, Feb. 7, 2014, 128 
Stat. 781, related to Under Secretary of Agriculture for 
Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs. 

§ 6936. Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary is authorized to establish and 
maintain within the Department a Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service. 

(b) Functions 

If the Secretary establishes the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service under subsection 
(a), the Secretary is authorized to assign to the 
Service jurisdiction over the following: 

(1) The Water Bank Act (16 U.S.C. 1301 et 
seq.). 

(2) Title XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 
(16 U.S.C. 3801 et seq.), except subchapter B of 
chapter 1 of subtitle D of such title [16 U.S.C. 
3831 et seq.]. 

(3) Salinity control measures under section 
1592(c) of title 43. 

(4) The Farms for the Future Act of 1990 (7 
U.S.C. 4201 note; Public Law 101–624). 

(5) Such other functions as the Secretary 
considers appropriate, except functions under 
subchapter B of chapter 1 of subtitle D of title 
XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3831 et seq.). 

(c) Special concurrence requirements for certain 
functions 

In carrying out the programs specified in para-
graphs (1) and (3) of subsection (b), the Sec-
retary shall—

(1) acting on the recommendations of the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, with 
the concurrence of the Farm Service Agency, 
issue regulations to carry out such programs; 

(2) ensure that the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, in establishing policies, pri-
orities, and guidelines for each such program, 
does so with the concurrence of the Farm 
Service Agency at national, State, and local 
levels; 

(3) ensure that, in reaching such concurrence 
at the local level, the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service works in cooperation with 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts or simi-
lar organizations established under State law; 

(4) ensure that officials of county and area 
committees established under section 
590h(b)(5) of title 16 meet annually with offi-
cials of such Districts or similar organizations 
to consider local conservation priorities and 
guidelines; and 

(5) take steps to ensure that the concurrence 
process does not interfere with the effective 
delivery of such programs. 

(d) Use of Federal and non-Federal employees 

(1) Use authorized 

In the implementation of functions assigned 
to the Natural Resources Conservation Serv-
ice, the Secretary may use interchangeably in 
local offices of the Service both Federal em-
ployees of the Department and non-Federal 
employees of county and area committees es-
tablished under section 590h(b)(5) of title 16. 

(2) Exception 

Notwithstanding paragraph (1), no personnel 
action (as defined in section 2302(a)(2)(A) of 
title 5) may be taken with respect to a Federal 
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