
Page 499 TITLE 10—ARMED FORCES § 520

sections (a) and (b) [amending this section and section 
524 [now 12011] of this title] shall take effect on October 
1, 1985.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 98–525, title IV, § 413(c), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 
2518, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by sub-
sections (a) and (b) [amending this section and section 
524 [now 12011] of this title] shall take effect on October 
1, 1984.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 98–94, title V, § 503(c), Sept. 24, 1983, 97 Stat. 
631, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by sub-
sections (a) and (b) [amending this section and section 
524 [now 12011] of this title] shall take effect on October 
1, 1983.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Nov. 1, 1962, see section 15 of Pub. L. 
87–649, set out as a note preceding section 101 of Title 
37, Pay and Allowances of the Uniformed Services. 

TEMPORARY EXEMPTION FROM END STRENGTH GRADE 
RESTRICTIONS FOR THE SPACE FORCE 

Pub. L. 117–263, div. A, title V, § 526, Dec. 23, 2022, 136 
Stat. 2572, provided that: ‘‘Section 517 and section 523 
(as amended by section 501 of this Act) of title 10, 
United States Code, shall not apply to the Space Force 
until January 1, 2024.’’

Similar provisions were contained in the following 
prior acts: 

Pub. L. 117–81, div. A, title V, § 528(a), Dec. 27, 2021, 135 
Stat. 1690. 

Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title IX, § 929, Jan. 1, 2021, 134 
Stat. 3832. 

AUTHORIZED ACTIVE DUTY STRENGTHS FOR ARMY EN-
LISTED MEMBERS IN PAY GRADE E–8; SPECIAL RULE 
FOR 1995

Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title V, § 552(b), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 
Stat. 2772, provided that the percentage applicable to 
enlisted members of the Army in pay grade E–8 under 
subsec. (a) of this section during 1995 would be 2.3 per-
cent, rather than the percentage provided by the 
amendment made by Pub. L. 103–337, § 552(a). 

AUTHORITY TO WAIVE GRADE STRENGTH LAWS FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 1991; CERTIFICATION; RELATIONSHIP TO 
OTHER SUSPENSION AUTHORITY 

Pub. L. 102–25, title II, §§ 201(b), 202, 205(b), Apr. 6, 1991, 
105 Stat. 79, 80, authorized Secretary of a military de-
partment to suspend, for fiscal year 1991, the operation 
of any provision of this section and section 523, 524 (now 
12011), 525, or 526 of this title with respect to that mili-
tary department, that such Secretary may exercise 
such authority only after submission to the congres-
sional defense committees of a certification in writing 
that such authority is necessary because of personnel 
actions associated with Operation Desert Storm, and 
that such authority is in addition to the authority pro-
vided in section 527 of this title. 

§ 518. Temporary enlistments 

Temporary enlistments may be made only in 
the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Space 
Force, or Coast Guard, as the case may be, with-
out specification of component. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–235, § 2(a)(1)(B), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 
Stat. 755; amended Pub. L. 116–283, div. A, title 
IX, § 924(b)(2)(A)(iii), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 3821.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Pub. L. 116–283 substituted ‘‘Marine Corps, 
Space Force,’’ for ‘‘Marine Corps,’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 519. Temporary enlistments: during war or 
emergency 

Except as provided in section 505 of this title 
and except for enlistments as Reserves of an 
armed force—

(1) temporary enlistments in an armed force 
entered into in time of war or of emergency 
declared by Congress shall be for the duration 
of the war or emergency plus six months; and 

(2) only persons at least eighteen years of 
age and otherwise qualified under regulations 
to be prescribed by the Secretary concerned 
are eligible for such enlistments. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–235, § 2(a)(1)(B), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 
Stat. 755.) 

§ 520. Limitation on enlistment and induction of 
persons whose score on the Armed Forces 
Qualification Test is below a prescribed level 

(a) The number of persons originally enlisted 
or inducted to serve on active duty (other than 
active duty for training) in any armed force dur-
ing any fiscal year whose score on the Armed 
Forces Qualification Test is at or above the 
tenth percentile and below the thirty-first per-
centile may not exceed 20 percent of the total 
number of persons originally enlisted or in-
ducted to serve on active duty (other than ac-
tive duty for training) in such armed force dur-
ing such fiscal year. 

(b) A person who is not a high school graduate 
may not be accepted for enlistment in the armed 
forces unless the score of that person on the 
Armed Forces Qualification Test is at or above 
the thirty-first percentile; however, a person 
may not be denied enlistment in the armed 
forces solely because of his not having a high 
school diploma if his enlistment is needed to 
meet established strength requirements. 

(Added Pub. L. 96–342, title III, § 302(b)(1), Sept. 8, 
1980, 94 Stat. 1082; amended Pub. L. 96–579, § 9, 
Dec. 23, 1980, 94 Stat. 3368; Pub. L. 97–86, title IV, 
§ 402(b)(1), Dec. 1, 1981, 95 Stat. 1104; Pub. L. 
98–94, title XII, § 1268(3), Sept. 24, 1983, 97 Stat. 
705; Pub. L. 100–370, § 1(a)(1), July 19, 1988, 102 
Stat. 840.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

1988 ACT 

Amendment of subsection (b) is based on Pub. L. 
93–307, title IV, § 401, June 8, 1974, 88 Stat. 234, as amend-
ed by Pub. L. 93–365, title VII, § 705, Aug. 5, 1974, 88 Stat. 
406.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–370 inserted before pe-
riod at end ‘‘; however, a person may not be denied en-
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