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or interests therein shall not be disposed of by 
sale, lease, donation, or exchange without the 
prior approval of the Secretary. 

(Pub. L. 90–454, § 5, Aug. 3, 1968, 82 Stat. 627; Pub. 
L. 113–287, § 5(d)(22), Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3266.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act, as 
amended, referred to in text, is act Sept. 2, 1937, ch. 899, 
50 Stat. 917, also known as the Pittman-Robertson 
Wildlife Restoration Act, which is classified generally 
to chapter 5B (§ 669 et seq.) of this title. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 669 of this title and Tables. 

The Federal Aid in Fish Restoration Act, as amended, 
referred to in text, is act Aug. 9, 1950, ch. 658, 64 Stat. 
430, also known as the Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish Res-
toration Act and the Fish Restoration and Manage-
ment Projects Act, which is classified generally to 
chapter 10B (§ 777 et seq.) of this title. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 777 of this title and Tables. 

The Commercial Fisheries Research and Development 
Act of 1964, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 88–309, May 
20, 1964, 78 Stat. 197, which was classified generally to 
chapter 10D (§ 779 et seq.) of this title and was repealed 
by Pub. L. 99–659, title III, § 309, Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 
3736. 

The Anadromous and Great Lakes Fisheries Con-
servation Act of October 30, 1965, referred to in text, 
probably means the Anadromous Fish Conservation 
Act, Pub. L. 89–304, Oct. 30, 1965, 79 Stat. 1125, which is 
classified generally to sections 757a to 757g of this title. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 757a of this title 
and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–287 substituted ‘‘chapter 2003 of title 
54’’ for ‘‘the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 
1965 (78 Stat. 897)’’. 

§ 1226. Federal agency authority to carry out 
Federal project within an estuary unaffected 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
affect the authority of any Federal agency to 
carry out any Federal project heretofore or 
hereafter authorized within an estuary. 

(Pub. L. 90–454, § 6, Aug. 3, 1968, 82 Stat. 628.)
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§ 1241. Congressional statement of policy and 
declaration of purpose 

(a) Considerations for determining establish-
ment of trails 

In order to provide for the ever-increasing out-
door recreation needs of an expanding popu-
lation and in order to promote the preservation 
of, public access to, travel within, and enjoy-
ment and appreciation of the open-air, outdoor 
areas and historic resources of the Nation, trails 
should be established (i) primarily, near the 
urban areas of the Nation, and (ii) secondarily, 
within scenic areas and along historic travel 
routes of the Nation, which are often more re-
motely located. 

(b) Initial components 

The purpose of this chapter is to provide the 
means for attaining these objectives by insti-
tuting a national system of recreation, scenic 
and historic trails, by designating the Appa-
lachian Trail and the Pacific Crest Trail as the 
initial components of that system, and by pre-
scribing the methods by which, and standards 
according to which, additional components may 
be added to the system. 

(c) Volunteer citizen involvement 

The Congress recognizes the valuable con-
tributions that volunteers and private, nonprofit 
trail groups have made to the development and 
maintenance of the Nation’s trails. In recogni-
tion of these contributions, it is further the pur-
pose of this chapter to encourage and assist vol-
unteer citizen involvement in the planning, de-
velopment, maintenance, and management, 
where appropriate, of trails. 

(Pub. L. 90–543, § 2, Oct. 2, 1968, 82 Stat. 919; Pub. 
L. 95–625, title V, § 551(1)–(3), Nov. 10, 1978, 92 
Stat. 3511; Pub. L. 98–11, title II, § 202, Mar. 28, 
1983, 97 Stat. 42.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98–11, § 202(1), substituted 
‘‘The’’ for ‘‘the’’ before ‘‘purpose’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 98–11, § 202(2), added subsec. (c). 
1978—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–625, § 551(1), (2), inserted 

‘‘the preservation of,’’ and ‘‘and historic resources’’ 
after ‘‘promote’’ and ‘‘outdoor areas’’ and substituted 
‘‘within scenic areas and along historic travel routes of 
the Nation, which are often more remotely located’’ for 
‘‘within established scenic areas more remotely lo-
cated’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–625, § 551(3), substituted 
‘‘, scenic and historic’’ for ‘‘and scenic’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE OF 2023 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 117–345, § 1, Jan. 5, 2023, 136 Stat. 6196, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 1244 of this title] 
may be cited as the ‘Butterfield Overland National His-
toric Trail Designation Act’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 2020 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 116–111, § 1, Jan. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 8, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 1244 of this title] 
may be cited as the ‘Emancipation National Historic 
Trail Study Act’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 109–432, div. C, title III, § 302, Dec. 20, 2006, 120 
Stat. 3028, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting provi-
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