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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘Unauthorized Use of Pre-

1972 Sound Recordings’’. 

TITLE 17—COPYRIGHTS

This title was enacted by act July 30, 1947, ch. 391, 61 Stat. 652, and was revised in its entirety by

Pub. L. 94–553, title I, § 101, Oct. 19, 1976, 90 Stat. 2541

Chap. Sec. 

1. Subject Matter and Scope of Copy-
right .................................................... 101

2. Copyright Ownership and Transfer 201
3. Duration of Copyright ....................... 301
4. Copyright Notice, Deposit, and 

Registration ...................................... 401
5. Copyright Infringement and Rem-

edies .................................................... 501
6. Importation and Exportation .......... 601
7. Copyright Office .................................. 701
8. Proceedings by Copyright Royalty 

Judges ................................................ 801
9. Protection of Semiconductor Chip 

Products ............................................. 901
10. Digital Audio Recording Devices 

and Media .......................................... 1001
11. Sound Recordings and Music Vid-

eos ........................................................ 1101
12. Copyright Protection and Manage-

ment Systems .................................... 1201
13. Protection of Original Designs ........ 1301
14. Unauthorized use of pre-1972 

sound recordings 1 ........................... 1401 
15. Copyright Small Claims .................... 1501

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Pub. L. 116–260, div. Q, title II, § 212(c), Dec. 27, 
2020, 134 Stat. 2199, added item relating to chapter 15. 

2018—Pub. L. 115–264, title II, § 202(b), Oct. 11, 2018, 132 
Stat. 3737, added item relating to chapter 14. 

2010—Pub. L. 111–295, § 4(b)(1)(B), Dec. 9, 2010, 124 Stat. 
3180, substituted ‘‘Importation and Exportation’’ for 
‘‘Manufacturing Requirements, Importation, and Ex-
portation’’ in item relating to chapter 6. 

2008—Pub. L. 110–403, title I, § 105(c)(3), Oct. 13, 2008, 
122 Stat. 4260, substituted ‘‘Manufacturing Require-
ments, Importation, and Exportation’’ for ‘‘Manufac-
turing Requirements and Importation’’ in item relating 
to chapter 6. 

2004—Pub. L. 108–419, § 3(b), Nov. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 
2361, substituted ‘‘Proceedings by Copyright Royalty 
Judges’’ for ‘‘Copyright Arbitration Royalty Panels’’ in 
item relating to chapter 8. 

1998—Pub. L. 105–304, title I, § 103(b), title V, § 503(a), 
Oct. 28, 1998, 112 Stat. 2876, 2916, added items relating to 
chapters 12 and 13. 

1997—Pub. L. 105–80, § 12(a)(1), Nov. 13, 1997, 111 Stat. 
1534, substituted ‘‘Requirements’’ for ‘‘Requirement’’ in 
item relating to chapter 6, ‘‘Arbitration Royalty Pan-
els’’ for ‘‘Royalty Tribunal’’ in item relating to chapter 
8, and ‘‘Semiconductor Chip Products’’ for ‘‘semicon-
ductor chip products’’ in item relating to chapter 9, and 
added item relating to chapter 10. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–465, title V, § 512(b), Dec. 8, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4974, added item relating to chapter 11. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–620, title III, § 303, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 

Stat. 3356, added item relating to chapter 9.
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