§2551

(Pub. L. 87-293, title I, §27, formerly §26, Sept.
22, 1961, 75 Stat. 625; renumbered §27, Pub. L.
99-83, title XI, §1105(a)(1), Aug. 8, 1985, 99 Stat.
276.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
“this Act”, meaning Pub. L. 87-293, Sept. 22, 1961, 75
Stat. 612, known as the Peace Corps Act. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title
note set out under section 2501 of this title and Tables.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 27 of Pub. L. 87-293 was renumbered
section 28 and is set out as an Effective Date note
under section 2501 of this title.
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SUBCHAPTER I—-GENERAL PROVISIONS

§2551. Congressional statement of purpose

An ultimate goal of the United States is a
world which is free from the scourge of war and
the dangers and burdens of armaments; in which
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the use of force has been subordinated to the
rule of law; and in which international adjust-
ments to a changing world are achieved peace-
fully. It is the purpose of this chapter to provide
impetus toward this goal by addressing the prob-
lem of reduction and control of armaments look-
ing toward ultimate world disarmament.

The Secretary of State must have the capacity
to provide the essential scientific, economic, po-
litical, military, psychological, and techno-
logical information upon which realistic arms
control, nonproliferation, and disarmament pol-
icy must be based. The Secretary shall have the
authority, under the direction of the President,
to carry out the following primary functions:

(1) The preparation for and management of
United States participation in international
negotiations and implementation fora in the
arms control, nonproliferation, and disar-
mament field.

(2) The conduct, support, and coordination of
research for arms control, nonproliferation,
and disarmament policy formulation.

(3) The preparation for, operation of, or di-
rection of, United States participation in such
control systems as may become part of United
States arms control, nonproliferation, and dis-
armament activities.

(4) The dissemination and coordination of
public information concerning arms control,
nonproliferation, and disarmament.

(Pub. L. 87-297, title I, §102, formerly §2, Sept.
26, 1961, 75 Stat. 631; Pub. L. 94-141, title I, §144,
Nov. 29, 1975, 89 Stat. 7568; Pub. L. 103-236, title
VII, §§703, 719(a), Apr. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 491, 501;
renumbered §102 and amended Pub. L. 105-277,
div. G, subdiv. A, title XII, §1223(1), (21), Oct. 21,
1998, 112 Stat. 2681-768, 2681-772.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1998—Pub. L. 105-277, §1223(1)(A), in first undesignated
par., substituted ‘‘addressing’ for ‘‘creating a new
agency of peace to deal with”.

Pub. L. 105-277, §1223(1)(B), struck out second undes-
ignated par. which read as follows: ‘‘Arms control, non-
proliferation, and disarmament policy, being an impor-
tant aspect of foreign policy, must be consistent with
national security policy as a whole. The formulation
and implementation of United States arms control,
nonproliferation, and disarmament policy in a manner
which will promote the national security can best be
insured by a central organization charged by statute
with primary responsibility for this field. This organi-
zation must have such a position within the Govern-
ment that it can provide the President, the Secretary
of State, other officials of the executive branch, and
the Congress with recommendations concerning United
States arms control, nonproliferation, and disar-
mament policy, and can assess the effect of these rec-
ommendations upon our foreign policies, our national
security policies, and our economy.”’

Pub. L. 105-277, §1223(1)(C), in last undesignated par.,
in introductory provisions, substituted ‘“The Secretary
of State” for ‘“This organization’, substituted ‘‘The
Secretary shall have” for ‘It shall have’’, and struck
out ‘‘and the Secretary of State’’ after ‘‘the President’’,
in subpar. (1) inserted ‘‘, nonproliferation,” after ‘‘arms
control”, redesignated subpar. (3) as (2) and struck out
former subpar. (2) which read as follows: ‘“When di-
rected by the President, the preparation for, and man-
agement of, United States participation in inter-
national negotiations and implementation fora in the
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