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person in a civil case involving money only and to deny
it in a criminal proceeding where life and liberty are in
jeopardy.

The provision of section 832 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940
ed., for payment when authorized by the Attorney Gen-
eral was revised to substitute the Director of the Ad-
ministrative Office of the United States Courts who
now disburses such items.

Changes in phraseology were made.

1949 Act

This amendment clarifies the meaning of subsection
(b) of section 1915 of title 28, U.S.C., and supplies, in
subsection (e) of section 1915, an inadvertent omission
to make possible the recovery of public funds expended
in printing the record for persons successfully suing in
forma pauperis.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104-134, §101[(a)] [title VIII,
§804(a)(1)], designated first paragraph as par. (1), sub-
stituted ‘‘Subject to subsection (b), any’ for ‘“‘Any’’,
struck out ‘“‘and costs” after ‘‘of fees’, substituted
“‘submits an affidavit that includes a statement of all
assets such prisoner possesses’ for ‘‘makes affidavit’,
substituted ‘‘such fees’ for ‘‘such costs’, substituted
‘“‘the person’ for ‘‘he’’ in two places, added par. (2), and
designated last paragraph as par. (3).

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104-134, §101[(a)] [title VIII,
§804(a)(3)], added subsec. (b). Former subsec. (b) redes-
ignated (c).

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104-134, §101[(a)] [title VIII,
§804(a)(2), (4)], redesignated subsec. (b) as (¢) and sub-
stituted ‘‘subsections (a) and (b) and the prepayment of
any partial filing fee as may be required under sub-
section (b)”’ for ‘‘subsection (a) of this section’. Former
subsec. (¢) redesignated (d).

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104-134, §101[(a)] [title VIII,
§804(a)(2)], redesignated subsec. (¢c) as (d). Former sub-
sec. (d) redesignated (e).

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104-134, §101[(a)] [title VIII,
§804(a)(5)], amended subsec. (e) generally. Prior to
amendment, subsec. (e) read as follows: ‘“The court may
request an attorney to represent any such person un-
able to employ counsel and may dismiss the case if the
allegation of poverty is untrue, or if satisfied that the
action is frivolous or malicious.”

Pub. L. 104-134, §101[(a)] [title VIII, §804(a)(2)], redes-
ignated subsec. (d) as (e). Former subsec. (e) redesig-

nated (f).
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 104-134, §101[(a)] [title VIII,
§804(a)(2), (c)], redesignated subsec. (e) as (f), des-

ignated existing provisions as par. (1) and substituted
“‘proceedings’’ for ‘‘cases’’, and added par. (2).

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 104-134, §101[(a)] [title VIII,
§804(d)], added subsec. (g).
Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 104-134, §101[(a)] [title VIII,

§804(e)], added subsec. (h).

1979—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 96-82 substituted ‘“Upon the
filing of an affidavit in accordance with subsection (a)
of this section, the court may direct payment by the
United States of the expenses of (1) printing the record
on appeal in any civil or criminal case, if such printing
is required by the appellate court; (2) preparing a tran-
script of proceedings before a United States magistrate
in any civil or criminal case, if such transcript is re-
quired by the district court, in the case of proceedings
conducted under section 636(b) of this title or under
section 3401(b) of title 18, United States Code; and (3)
printing the record on appeal if such printing is re-
quired by the appellate court, in the case of pro-
ceedings conducted pursuant to section 636(c) of this
title” and ‘“‘Such expenses shall be paid when author-
ized by the Director of the Administrative Office of the
United States Courts” for “In any civil or criminal
case the court may, upon the filing of a like affidavit,
direct that the expense of printing the record on ap-
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peal, if such printing is required by the appellate court,
be paid by the United States, and the same shall be
paid when authorized by the Director of the Adminis-
trative Office of the United States Courts’.

1959—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 86-320 substituted ‘‘person’’
for “‘citizen’’.

1951—Subsec. (b). Act Oct. 31, 1951, struck out ‘‘fur-
nishing a stenographic transcript and” after ‘‘expense
of”.

Subsec. (e). Act Oct. 31, 1951, inserted provision that
the United States shall not be liable for any of the
costs incurred.

1949—Subsec. (b). Act May 24, 1949, §98(a), inserted
‘“‘such printing is’’ between ‘‘if”’ and ‘‘required’’.

Subsec. (e). Act May 24, 1949, §98(b), inserted ‘‘or
printed record’ after ‘‘stenographic transcript’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

‘“United States magistrate judge’ substituted for
‘“United States magistrate’ in subsec. (¢c) pursuant to
section 321 of Pub. L. 101-650, set out as a note under
section 631 of this title.

§ 1915A. Screening

(a) SCREENING.—The court shall review, before
docketing, if feasible or, in any event, as soon as
practicable after docketing, a complaint in a
civil action in which a prisoner seeks redress
from a governmental entity or officer or em-
ployee of a governmental entity.

(b) GROUNDS FOR DISMISSAL.—On review, the
court shall identify cognizable claims or dismiss
the complaint, or any portion of the complaint,
if the complaint—

(1) is frivolous, malicious, or fails to state a
claim upon which relief may be granted; or

(2) seeks monetary relief from a defendant
who is immune from such relief.

(c) DEFINITION.—As used in this section, the
term ‘‘prisoner’’ means any person incarcerated
or detained in any facility who is accused of,
convicted of, sentenced for, or adjudicated delin-
quent for, violations of criminal law or the
terms and conditions of parole, probation, pre-
trial release, or diversionary program.

(Added Pub. L. 104-134, title I, §101[(a)] [title
VIII, §805(a)], Apr. 26, 1996, 110 Stat. 1321, 1321-75;
renumbered title I, Pub. L. 104-140, § 1(a), May 2,
1996, 110 Stat. 1327.)

§1916. Seamen’s suits

In all courts of the United States, seamen may
institute and prosecute suits and appeals in
their own names and for their own benefit for
wages or salvage or the enforcement of laws en-
acted for their health or safety without pre-
paying fees or costs or furnishing security there-
for.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 955.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §837 (June 12, 1917,
ch. 27, §1, 40 Stat. 157; July 1, 1918, ch. 113, §1, 40 Stat.
683).

Changes in phraseology were made.

§1917. District courts; fee on filing notice of or
petition for appeal

Upon the filing of any separate or joint notice
of appeal or application for appeal or upon the
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