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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
ENACTING CLAUSE

Pub. L. 87-649, §1, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 451, provided
in part: “That the laws relating to pay and allowances
of the uniformed services of the United States are re-
vised, codified, and enacted as title 37 of the United
States Code, entitled ‘Pay and Allowances of the Uni-
formed Services’.”

EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 87-649, §15, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 502, provided
in part that: “This Act shall take effect on November
1, 1962.”

INCONSISTENT PROVISIONS

Pub. L. 87-649, §15, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 502, provided
in part that: ‘‘Laws enacted after January 9, 1962, that
are inconsistent with this Act shall supersede it to the
extent of the inconsistency.”

SAVINGS AND SEVERABILITY PROVISIONS

Pub. L. 87-649, §12, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 497, provided
that:

‘‘(a) In sections 1-11 of this Act, it is the legislative
purpose to restate, without substantive change, the law
replaced by those sections on the effective date of this
Act [Nov. 1, 1962]. However, laws effective after Janu-
ary 9, 1962, that are inconsistent with this Act, shall be
considered as superseding it to the extent of the incon-
sistency.

‘“(b) References that other laws, regulations, and or-
ders make to the replaced law shall be considered to be
made to the corresponding provisions of sections 1-11 of
this Act.

‘(c) Actions taken under the replaced law shall be
considered to have been taken under the corresponding
provisions of sections 1-11 of this Act.

‘“(d) If a part of this Act is invalid, all valid parts
that are severable from the invalid part remain in ef-
fect. If a part of this Act is invalid in one or more of
its applications, the part remains in effect in all valid
applications that are severable from the invalid appli-
cations.

‘“(e) The enactment of this Act does not increase or
decrease the pay or allowances, including retired or re-
tainer pay, of any person.”’

RESTATEMENT OF SUSPENDED OR TEMPORARILY
SUPERSEDED PROVISIONS

Pub. L. 87-649, §13, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 498, provided
that: “If on the effective date of this Act [Nov. 1, 1962],
a provision of law that is restated in this Act and re-
pealed by section 14 would have been in a suspended or
temporarily superseded status but for its repeal, the
provisions of this Act that restate that provision have
the same suspended or temporarily superseded status.”

REPEALS

Pub. L. 87-649, §14, Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 498, repealed
the sections or parts of sections of the Revised Statutes
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or Statutes at Large covering provisions codified in
this title, ‘‘except with respect to rights and duties
that matured, penalties that were incurred, and pro-
ceedings that were begun before the effective date of
this Act [Nov. 1, 1962] and except as provided in section
19,7

CHAPTER 1—DEFINITIONS

Sec.
101. Definitions.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1990—Pub. L. 101-510, div. A, title XIV, §1484(f)(1),
Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1717, revised chapter heading so as
to appear in all capital letters.

§101. Definitions

In addition to the definitions in sections 1-5 of
title 1, the following definitions apply in this
title:

(1)(A) The term ‘““United States’, in a geo-
graphic sense, means the States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

(B) The term ‘‘continental United States”
means the 48 contiguous States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

(2) The term ‘‘possessions’ includes Guam,
American Samoa, and the guano islands.

(3) The term ‘‘uniformed services’” means
the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps,
Space Force, Coast Guard, National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, and Public
Health Service.

(4) The term ‘“armed forces’” means the
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Space
Force,and Coast Guard.

(6) The term ‘‘Secretary concerned’ means—

(A) the Secretary of the Army, with re-
spect to matters concerning the Army;

(B) the Secretary of the Navy, with respect
to matters concerning the Navy, the Marine
Corps, and the Coast Guard when it is oper-
ating as a service in the Navy;

(C) the Secretary of the Air Force, with re-
spect to matters concerning the Air Force
and the Space Force;

(D) the Secretary of Homeland Security,
with respect to matters concerning the
Coast Guard when it is not operating as a
service in the Navy;

(BE) the Secretary of Commerce, with re-
spect to matters concerning the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration;
and

(F) the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, with respect to matters concerning
the Public Health Service.

(6) The term ‘‘National Guard’” means the
Army National Guard and the Air National
Guard.

(7) The term ‘“‘Army National Guard’’ means
that part of the organized militia of the sev-
eral States, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Canal
Zone, the Virgin Islands, and the District of
Columbia, active and inactive, that—

(A) is a land force;

(B) is trained, and has its officers ap-
pointed, under the sixteenth clause of sec-
tion 8, article I, of the Constitution;

(C) is organized, armed, and equipped
wholly or partly at Federal expense; and
(D) is federally recognized.

(8) The term ‘“Army National Guard of the
United States” means the reserve component
of the Army all of whose members are mem-
bers of the Army National Guard.

(9) The term ‘Air National Guard’” means
that part of the organized militia of the sev-
eral States, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Canal
Zone, the Virgin Islands, and the District of
Columbia, active and inactive, that—

(A) is an air force;

(B) is trained, and has its officers ap-
pointed, under the sixteenth clause of sec-
tion 8, article I, of the Constitution;

(C) is organized, armed, and equipped
wholly or partly at Federal expense; and

(D) is federally recognized.

(10) The term ‘‘Air National Guard of the
United States” means the reserve component
of the Air Force all of whose members are
members of the Air National Guard.

(11) The term ‘‘officer’” means commissioned
or warrant officer.

(12) The term ‘‘commissioned officer’” in-
cludes a commissioned warrant officer.

(13) The term ‘‘warrant officer’ means a per-
son who holds a commission or warrant in a
warrant officer grade.

(14) The term ‘‘enlisted member’” means a
person in an enlisted grade.

(15) The term ‘‘grade’” means a step or de-
gree, in a graduated scale of office or rank,
that is established and designated as a grade
by law or regulation.

(16) The term ‘‘rank” means the order of
precedence among members of the uniformed
services.

(17) The term ‘‘rating’”’ means the name
(such as ‘‘boatswain’s mate’) prescribed for
members of a uniformed service in an occupa-
tional field; ‘‘rate’” means the name (such as
‘“‘chief boatswain’s mate’’) prescribed for mem-
bers in the same rating or other category who
are in the same grade (such as chief petty offi-
cer or seaman apprentice).

(18) The term ‘‘active duty’ means full-time
duty in the active service of a uniformed serv-
ice, and includes full-time training duty, an-
nual training duty, full-time National Guard
duty, and attendance, while in the active serv-
ice, at a school designated as a service school
by law or by the Secretary concerned.

(19) The term ‘‘active duty for a period of
more than 30 days’ means active duty under a
call or order that does not specify a period of
30 days or less.

(20) The term ‘‘active service’ means service
on active duty.

(21) The term ‘“‘pay’’ includes basic pay, spe-
cial pay, retainer pay, incentive pay, retired
pay, and equivalent pay, but does not include
allowances.

(22) The
means—

(A) duty prescribed for members of a re-
serve component by the Secretary concerned
under section 206 of this title or any other
law; and

term ‘‘inactive-duty training”’
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