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2 See Effective Date of 2022 Amendment note below. 

(5) Whenever requiring by subpoena under 
paragraph (1) the attendance and testimony of a 
witness, the Inspector General shall, to the 
greatest extent practicable, travel to residence 
of the witness, the principal place of business of 
the witness, or other similar location that is in 
proximity to the residence of the witness. 

(6) 2 (A) Along with each semiannual report 
submitted by the Inspector General pursuant to 
section 5(b) of the Inspector General Act of 1978 
(5 U.S.C. App. 5(b)),1 the Inspector General shall 
include a report on the exercise of the authority 
provided by paragraph (1). 

(B) Each report submitted under subparagraph 
(A) shall include, for the most recently com-
pleted six-month period, the following: 

(i) The number of testimonial subpoenas 
issued and the number of individuals inter-
viewed pursuant to such subpoenas. 

(ii) The number of proposed testimonial sub-
poenas with respect to which the Attorney 
General objected under paragraph (3)(B). 

(iii) A discussion of any challenges or con-
cerns that the Inspector General has encoun-
tered exercising the authority provided by 
paragraph (1). 

(iv) Such other matters as the Inspector 
General considers appropriate.

(7)(A) The authority provided by paragraph 
(1)(A) shall terminate on May 31, 2025. 

(B) The termination of authority by subpara-
graph (A) shall not affect the enforceability of a 
subpoena issued under paragraph (1)(A) before 
the date of such termination. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–83, § 2(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 
Stat. 383; amended Pub. L. 103–446, title XII, 
§ 1201(e)(3), (g)(1), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4685, 4687; 
Pub. L. 114–113, div. J, title II, § 239, Dec. 18, 2015, 
129 Stat. 2700; Pub. L. 114–223, div. A, title II, 
§ 244, Sept. 29, 2016, 130 Stat. 884; Pub. L. 117–136, 
§ 2(a), June 7, 2022, 136 Stat. 1251; Pub. L. 117–286, 
§ 4(b)(60), Dec. 27, 2022, 136 Stat. 4350.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Inspector General Act of 1978 and that Act, re-
ferred to in subsecs. (a) and (d)(1)(A), (6)(A), is Pub. L. 
95–452, Oct. 12, 1978, 92 Stat. 1101, which was set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees, and was substantially repealed and restated 
in chapter 4 (§ 401 et seq.) of Title 5 by Pub. L. 117–286, 
§§ 3(b), 7, Dec. 27, 2022, 136 Stat. 4206, 4361. Section 5(b) 
of the Act was repealed and restated as section 405(b) of 
Title 5. For disposition of sections of the Act into chap-
ter 4 of Title 5, see Disposition Table preceding section 
101 of Title 5. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Prior section 312 was renumbered section 1112 of this 
title. 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 9(b) of Pub. L. 100–527, known as the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Act, prior to repeal by 
Pub. L. 102–83, § 3(3). 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 117–286, § 4(b)(60)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘chapter 4 of title 5.’’ for ‘‘the Inspector Gen-
eral Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.).’’

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 117–286, § 4(b)(60)(B), substituted 
‘‘chapter 4 of title 5,’’ for ‘‘the Inspector General Act of 
1978 (5 U.S.C. App.),’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 117–136 added subsec. (d). 
2016—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 114–223, in introductory 

provisions, struck out ‘‘that makes a recommendation 
or otherwise suggests corrective action,’’ after ‘‘work 
product’’. 

2015—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 114–113 added subsec. (c). 
1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–446, § 1201(e)(3), sub-

stituted ‘‘(5 U.S.C. App.)’’ for ‘‘(5 U.S.C. App. 3)’’. 
Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 103–446, § 1201(g)(1), struck out 

par. (3) which read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary shall pro-
vide the number of additional full-time positions in the 
Office of Inspector General required by paragraph (1) 
not later than September 30, 1991.’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform of 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on 
Oversight and Reform of House of Representatives by 
House Resolution No. 6, One Hundred Sixteenth Con-
gress, Jan. 9, 2019. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2022 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 117–136, § 2(b), June 7, 2022, 136 Stat. 1252, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section 312 of title 
38, United States Code, as added by subsection (a), shall 
take effect on the date of the enactment of this Act 
[June 7, 2022]. 

‘‘(2) SEMIANNUAL REPORT.—Paragraph (6) of sub-
section (d) of such section, as so added, shall apply be-
ginning on the date that is seven months after the first 
day of the first fiscal year beginning after the date of 
the enactment of this Act.’’

§ 312A. Director of Construction and Facilities 
Management 

(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) There is in the Depart-
ment a Director of Construction and Facilities 
Management, who shall be appointed by the Sec-
retary. 

(2) The position of Director of Construction 
and Facilities Management is a career reserved 
position, as such term is defined in section 
3132(a)(8) of title 5. 

(3) The Director shall provide direct support to 
the Secretary in matters covered by the respon-
sibilities of the Director under subsection (c). 

(4) The Director shall report to the Deputy 
Secretary in the discharge of the responsibilities 
of the Director under subsection (c). 

(b) QUALIFICATIONS.—Each individual ap-
pointed as Director of Construction and Facili-
ties Management shall be an individual who—

(1) holds an undergraduate or master’s de-
gree in architectural design or engineering; 
and 

(2) has substantive professional experience 
in the area of construction project manage-
ment.

(c) RESPONSIBILITIES.—(1) The Director of Con-
struction and Facilities Management shall—

(A) be responsible for overseeing and man-
aging the planning, design, construction, and 
operation of facilities and infrastructure of 
the Department, including major and minor 
construction projects; and 

(B) perform such other functions as the Sec-
retary shall prescribe.

(2) In carrying out the oversight and manage-
ment of construction and operation of facilities 
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and infrastructure under this section, the Direc-
tor shall be responsible for the following: 

(A) Development and updating of short-
range and long-range strategic capital invest-
ment strategies and plans of the Department. 

(B) Planning, design, and construction of fa-
cilities for the Department, including deter-
mining architectural and engineering require-
ments and ensuring compliance of the Depart-
ment with applicable laws relating to the con-
struction program of the Department. 

(C) Management of the short-term and long-
term leasing of real property by the Depart-
ment. 

(D) Repair and maintenance of facilities of 
the Department, including custodial services, 
building management and administration, and 
maintenance of roads, grounds, and infrastruc-
ture. 

(E) Management of procurement and acquisi-
tion processes relating to the construction and 
operation of facilities of the Department, in-
cluding the award of contracts related to de-
sign, construction, furnishing, and supplies 
and equipment. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–461, title VIII, § 811(a), Dec. 
22, 2006, 120 Stat. 3446.) 

§ 313. Availability of appropriations 

(a) Funds appropriated to the Department 
may remain available until expended. 

(b) Funds appropriated to the Department 
may not be used for a settlement of more than 
$1,000,000 on a construction contract unless—

(1) the settlement is audited by an entity 
outside the Department for reasonableness 
and appropriateness of expenditures; and 

(2) the settlement is provided for specifically 
in an appropriation law. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–83, § 2(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 
Stat. 383.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Prior section 313 was renumbered section 1113 of this 
title. 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 203 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. 
L. 102–83, § 2(a).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

RECURRING EXPENSES TRANSFORMATIONAL FUND 

Pub. L. 114–113, div. J, title II, § 243, Dec. 18, 2015, 129 
Stat. 2701, provided that: ‘‘There is hereby established 
in the Treasury of the United States a fund to be 
known as the ‘Recurring Expenses Transformational 
Fund’ (the Fund): Provided, That unobligated balances 
of expired discretionary funds appropriated in this or 
any succeeding fiscal year from the General Fund of 
the Treasury to the Department of Veterans Affairs by 
this or any other Act may be transferred (at the end of 
the fifth fiscal year after the last fiscal year for which 
such funds are available for the purposes for which ap-
propriated) into the Fund: Provided further, That 
amounts deposited in the Fund shall be available until 
expended, and in addition to such other funds as may 
be available for such purposes, for facilities infrastruc-
ture improvements, including nonrecurring mainte-
nance, at existing hospitals and clinics of the Veterans 
Health Administration, and information technology 

systems improvements and sustainment, subject to ap-
proval by the Office of Management and Budget: Pro-

vided further, That prior to obligation of any amounts 
in the Fund, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall re-
quest from the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress the authority to make such obliga-
tion and such Committees issue an approval, or absent 
a response, a period of 30 days has elapsed.’’

§ 314. Central Office 

The Central Office of the Department shall be 
in the District of Columbia. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–83, § 2(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 
Stat. 383.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Prior section 314 was renumbered section 1114 of this 
title. 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 230(a) of this title prior to repeal by 
Pub. L. 102–83, § 2(a). 

§ 315. Regional offices 

(a) The Secretary may establish such regional 
offices and such other field offices within the 
United States, its Territories, Commonwealths, 
and possessions, as the Secretary considers nec-
essary. 

(b) The Secretary may maintain a regional of-
fice in the Republic of the Philippines until Sep-
tember 30, 2024. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–83, § 2(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 
Stat. 384; amended Pub. L. 102–291, § 1(a), May 20, 
1992, 106 Stat. 178; Pub. L. 103–210, § 2(c), Dec. 20, 
1993, 107 Stat. 2497; Pub. L. 103–446, title V, § 502, 
Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4663; Pub. L. 106–117, title 
VIII, § 802, Nov. 30, 1999, 113 Stat. 1586; Pub. L. 
108–183, title II, § 213, Dec. 16, 2003, 117 Stat. 2658; 
Pub. L. 111–117, div. E, title II, § 228, Dec. 16, 2009, 
123 Stat. 3307; Pub. L. 111–275, title VIII, § 807(a), 
Oct. 13, 2010, 124 Stat. 2893; Pub. L. 112–74, div. H, 
title II, § 234, Dec. 23, 2011, 125 Stat. 1160; Pub. L. 
112–191, title II, § 202, Oct. 5, 2012, 126 Stat. 1439; 
Pub. L. 113–59, § 7, Dec. 20, 2013, 127 Stat. 662; 
Pub. L. 113–175, title IV, § 402, Sept. 26, 2014, 128 
Stat. 1905; Pub. L. 114–58, title IV, § 403, Sept. 30, 
2015, 129 Stat. 535; Pub. L. 114–228, title IV, § 402, 
Sept. 29, 2016, 130 Stat. 939; Pub. L. 115–62, title 
IV, § 402, Sept. 29, 2017, 131 Stat. 1164; Pub. L. 
115–251, title I, § 162, Sept. 29, 2018, 132 Stat. 3171; 
Pub. L. 116–61, § 3, Sept. 30, 2019, 133 Stat. 1116; 
Pub. L. 116–159, div. E, title II, § 5203, Oct. 1, 2020, 
134 Stat. 750; Pub. L. 117–180, div. E, title II, § 202, 
Sept. 30, 2022, 136 Stat. 2137.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Prior section 315 was renumbered section 1115 of this 
title. 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 230(a), (b) of this title prior to repeal 
by Pub. L. 102–83, § 2(a). 

AMENDMENTS 

2022—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 117–180 substituted ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2024’’ for ‘‘September 30, 2022’’. 

2020—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 116–159 substituted ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2022’’ for ‘‘September 30, 2020’’. 

2019—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 116–61 substituted ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2020’’ for ‘‘September 30, 2019’’. 
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