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§ 2000b–3. ‘‘Complaint’’ defined 

A complaint as used in this subchapter is a 
writing or document within the meaning of sec-
tion 1001, title 18. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title III, § 304, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 246.)

SUBCHAPTER IV—PUBLIC EDUCATION 

§ 2000c. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter—
(a) ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of Edu-

cation. 
(b) ‘‘Desegregation’’ means the assignment 

of students to public schools and within such 
schools without regard to their race, color, re-
ligion, sex or national origin, but ‘‘desegrega-
tion’’ shall not mean the assignment of stu-
dents to public schools in order to overcome 
racial imbalance. 

(c) ‘‘Public school’’ means any elementary 
or secondary educational institution, and 
‘‘public college’’ means any institution of 
higher education or any technical or voca-
tional school above the secondary school level, 
provided that such public school or public col-
lege is operated by a State, subdivision of a 
State, or governmental agency within a State, 
or operated wholly or predominantly from or 
through the use of governmental funds or 
property, or funds or property derived from a 
governmental source. 

(d) ‘‘School board’’ means any agency or 
agencies which administer a system of one or 
more public schools and any other agency 
which is responsible for the assignment of stu-
dents to or within such system. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title IV, § 401, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 246; Pub. L. 92–318, title IX, § 906(a), June 
23, 1972, 86 Stat. 375; Pub. L. 96–88, title III, 
§ 301(a)(1), title V, § 507, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 677, 
692.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92–318 inserted ‘‘sex’’ after 
‘‘religion,’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Secretary means the Secretary of Education’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘Commissioner means the Commissioner of 
Education’’ in subsec. (a) pursuant to sections 301(a)(1) 
and 507 of Pub. L. 96–88, which are classified to sections 
3441(a)(1) and 3507 of Title 20, Education, and which 
transferred all functions of Commissioner of Education 
of Department of Health, Education, and Welfare to 
Secretary of Education. 

§ 2000c–1. Omitted

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 88–352, title IV, § 402, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 247, authorized the Commissioner to conduct a 
survey and make a report to the President and the Con-
gress within two years of July, 1964 concerning the 
availability of educational opportunities for minority 
group members. 

§ 2000c–2. Technical assistance in preparation, 
adoption, and implementation of plans for 
desegregation of public schools 

The Secretary is authorized, upon the applica-
tion of any school board, State, municipality, 
school district, or other governmental unit le-
gally responsible for operating a public school or 
schools, to render technical assistance to such 
applicant in the preparation, adoption, and im-
plementation of plans for the desegregation of 
public schools. Such technical assistance may, 
among other activities, include making avail-
able to such agencies information regarding ef-
fective methods of coping with special edu-
cational problems occasioned by desegregation, 
and making available to such agencies personnel 
of the Department of Education or other persons 
specially equipped to advise and assist them in 
coping with such problems. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title IV, § 403, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 247; Pub. L. 96–88, title III, § 301(a)(1), (b)(2), 
title V, § 507, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 677, 678, 692.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Secretary’’, meaning the Secretary of Education, 
and ‘‘Department of Education’’ substituted in text for 
‘‘Commissioner’’ and ‘‘Office of Education’’, respec-
tively, pursuant to sections 301(a)(1), (b)(2) and 507 of 
Pub. L. 96–88, which are classified to sections 3441(a)(1), 
(b)(2) and 3507 of Title 20, Education, and which trans-
ferred all functions of Commissioner of Education to 
Secretary of Education and transferred Office of Edu-
cation to the Department of Education. 

§ 2000c–3. Training institutes; stipends; travel al-
lowances 

The Secretary is authorized to arrange, 
through grants or contracts, with institutions of 
higher education for the operation of short-term 
or regular session institutes for special training 
designed to improve the ability of teachers, su-
pervisors, counselors, and other elementary or 
secondary school personnel to deal effectively 
with special educational problems occasioned by 
desegregation. Individuals who attend such an 
institute on a full-time basis may be paid sti-
pends for the period of their attendance at such 
institute in amounts specified by the Secretary 
in regulations, including allowances for travel 
to attend such institute. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title IV, § 404, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 247; Pub. L. 96–88, title III, § 301(a)(1), title 
V, § 507, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 677, 692.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Secretary’’, meaning the Secretary of Education, 
substituted in text for ‘‘Commissioner’’ pursuant to 
sections 301(a)(1) and 507 of Pub. L. 96–88, which are 
classified to sections 3441(a)(1) and 3507 of Title 20, Edu-
cation, and which transferred all functions of Commis-
sioner of Education to Secretary of Education. 
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§ 2000c–4. Grants for inservice training in deal-
ing with and for employment of specialists to 
advise in problems incident to desegregation; 
factors for consideration in making grants 
and fixing amounts, terms, and conditions 

(a) The Secretary is authorized, upon applica-
tion of a school board, to make grants to such 
board to pay, in whole or in part, the cost of—

(1) giving to teachers and other school per-
sonnel inservice training in dealing with prob-
lems incident to desegregation, and 

(2) employing specialists to advise in prob-
lems incident to desegregation.

(b) In determining whether to make a grant, 
and in fixing the amount thereof and the terms 
and conditions on which it will be made, the 
Secretary shall take into consideration the 
amount available for grants under this section 
and the other applications which are pending be-
fore him; the financial condition of the appli-
cant and the other resources available to it; the 
nature, extent, and gravity of its problems inci-
dent to desegregation; and such other factors as 
he finds relevant. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title IV, § 405, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 247; Pub. L. 96–88, title III, § 301(a)(1), title 
V, § 507, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 677, 692.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Secretary’’, meaning the Secretary of Education, 
substituted in text for ‘‘Commissioner’’ pursuant to 
sections 301(a)(1) and 507 of Pub. L. 96–88, which are 
classified to sections 3441(a)(1) and 3507 of Title 20, Edu-
cation, and which transferred all functions of Commis-
sioner of Education to Secretary of Education. 

§ 2000c–5. Payments; adjustments; advances or 
reimbursement; installments 

Payments pursuant to a grant or contract 
under this subchapter may be made (after nec-
essary adjustments on account of previously 
made overpayments or underpayments) in ad-
vance or by way of reimbursement, and in such 
installments, as the Secretary may determine. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title IV, § 406, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 248; Pub. L. 96–88, title III, § 301(a)(1), title 
V, § 507, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 677, 692.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Secretary’’, meaning the Secretary of Education, 
substituted in text for ‘‘Commissioner’’ pursuant to 
sections 301(a)(1) and 507 of Pub. L. 96–88, which are 
classified to sections 3441(a)(1) and 3507 of Title 20, Edu-
cation, and which transferred all functions of Commis-
sioner of Education to Secretary of Education. 

§ 2000c–6. Civil actions by the Attorney General 

(a) Complaint; certification; notice to school 
board or college authority; institution of civil 
action; relief requested; jurisdiction; trans-
portation of pupils to achieve racial balance; 
judicial power to insure compliance with 
constitutional standards; impleading addi-
tional parties as defendants 

Whenever the Attorney General receives a 
complaint in writing—

(1) signed by a parent or group of parents to 
the effect that his or their minor children, as 
members of a class of persons similarly situ-
ated, are being deprived by a school board of 
the equal protection of the laws, or 

(2) signed by an individual, or his parent, to 
the effect that he has been denied admission 
to or not permitted to continue in attendance 
at a public college by reason of race, color, re-
ligion, sex or national origin,

and the Attorney General believes the com-
plaint is meritorious and certifies that the sign-
er or signers of such complaint are unable, in his 
judgment, to initiate and maintain appropriate 
legal proceedings for relief and that the institu-
tion of an action will materially further the or-
derly achievement of desegregation in public 
education, the Attorney General is authorized, 
after giving notice of such complaint to the ap-
propriate school board or college authority and 
after certifying that he is satisfied that such 
board or authority has had a reasonable time to 
adjust the conditions alleged in such complaint, 
to institute for or in the name of the United 
States a civil action in any appropriate district 
court of the United States against such parties 
and for such relief as may be appropriate, and 
such court shall have and shall exercise jurisdic-
tion of proceedings instituted pursuant to this 
section, provided that nothing herein shall em-
power any official or court of the United States 
to issue any order seeking to achieve a racial 
balance in any school by requiring the transpor-
tation of pupils or students from one school to 
another or one school district to another in 
order to achieve such racial balance, or other-
wise enlarge the existing power of the court to 
insure compliance with constitutional stand-
ards. The Attorney General may implead as de-
fendants such additional parties as are or be-
come necessary to the grant of effective relief 
hereunder. 

(b) Persons unable to initiate and maintain legal 
proceedings 

The Attorney General may deem a person or 
persons unable to initiate and maintain appro-
priate legal proceedings within the meaning of 
subsection (a) of this section when such person 
or persons are unable, either directly or through 
other interested persons or organizations, to 
bear the expense of the litigation or to obtain 
effective legal representation; or whenever he is 
satisfied that the institution of such litigation 
would jeopardize the personal safety, employ-
ment, or economic standing of such person or 
persons, their families, or their property. 

(c) ‘‘Parent’’ and ‘‘complaint’’ defined 

The term ‘‘parent’’ as used in this section in-
cludes any person standing in loco parentis. A 
‘‘complaint’’ as used in this section is a writing 
or document within the meaning of section 1001, 
title 18. 

(Pub. L. 88–352, title IV, § 407, July 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 248; Pub. L. 92–318, title IX, § 906(a), June 
23, 1972, 86 Stat. 375.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 92–318 inserted ‘‘sex’’ 
after ‘‘religion,’’. 
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