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part of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, title VI of which 
comprises this subchapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Secretary of Education’’ substituted for ‘‘Depart-
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare’’ in subsec. (d) 
pursuant to sections 301 and 507 of Pub. L. 96–88, which 
are classified to sections 3441 and 3507 of Title 20, Edu-
cation, and which transferred functions and offices (re-
lating to education) of Department and Secretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare to Secretary of Edu-
cation. 

§ 2000d–7. Civil rights remedies equalization 

(a) General provision 

(1) A State shall not be immune under the 
Eleventh Amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States from suit in Federal court for a 
violation of section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973 [29 U.S.C. 794], title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 [20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.], the 
Age Discrimination Act of 1975 [42 U.S.C. 6101 et 
seq.], title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 [42 
U.S.C. 2000d et seq.], or the provisions of any 
other Federal statute prohibiting discrimination 
by recipients of Federal financial assistance. 

(2) In a suit against a State for a violation of 
a statute referred to in paragraph (1), remedies 
(including remedies both at law and in equity) 
are available for such a violation to the same 
extent as such remedies are available for such a 
violation in the suit against any public or pri-
vate entity other than a State. 

(b) Effective date 

The provisions of subsection (a) shall take ef-
fect with respect to violations that occur in 
whole or in part after October 21, 1986. 

(Pub. L. 99–506, title X, § 1003, Oct. 21, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1845.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Education Amendments of 1972, referred to in 
subsec. (a)(1), is Pub. L. 92–318, June 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 
235. Title IX of the Act, known as the Patsy Takemoto 
Mink Equal Opportunity in Education Act, is classified 
principally to chapter 38 (§ 1681 et seq.) of Title 20, Edu-
cation. For complete classification of title IX to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1681 of 
Title 20 and Tables. 

The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, referred to in 
subsec. (a)(1), is title III of Pub. L. 94–135, Nov. 28, 1975, 
89 Stat. 728, which is classified generally to chapter 76 
(§ 6101 et seq.) of this title. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 6101 of this title and Tables. 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964, referred to in subsec. 
(a)(1), is Pub. L. 88–352, July 2, 1964, 78 Stat. 241. Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 is classified generally 
to this subchapter (§ 2000d et seq.). For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 2000a of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Rehabilitation Act 
Amendments of 1986, and not as part of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, title VI of which comprises this subchapter.

SUBCHAPTER VI—EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

§ 2000e. Definitions 

For the purposes of this subchapter—

(a) The term ‘‘person’’ includes one or more 
individuals, governments, governmental agen-
cies, political subdivisions, labor unions, part-
nerships, associations, corporations, legal rep-
resentatives, mutual companies, joint-stock 
companies, trusts, unincorporated organiza-
tions, trustees, trustees in cases under title 11, 
or receivers. 

(b) The term ‘‘employer’’ means a person en-
gaged in an industry affecting commerce who 
has fifteen or more employees for each work-
ing day in each of twenty or more calendar 
weeks in the current or preceding calendar 
year, and any agent of such a person, but such 
term does not include (1) the United States, a 
corporation wholly owned by the Government 
of the United States, an Indian tribe, or any 
department or agency of the District of Co-
lumbia subject by statute to procedures of the 
competitive service (as defined in section 2102 
of title 5), or (2) a bona fide private member-
ship club (other than a labor organization) 
which is exempt from taxation under section 
501(c) of title 26, except that during the first 
year after March 24, 1972, persons having fewer 
than twenty-five employees (and their agents) 
shall not be considered employers. 

(c) The term ‘‘employment agency’’ means 
any person regularly undertaking with or 
without compensation to procure employees 
for an employer or to procure for employees 
opportunities to work for an employer and in-
cludes an agent of such a person. 

(d) The term ‘‘labor organization’’ means a 
labor organization engaged in an industry af-
fecting commerce, and any agent of such an 
organization, and includes any organization of 
any kind, any agency, or employee representa-
tion committee, group, association, or plan so 
engaged in which employees participate and 
which exists for the purpose, in whole or in 
part, of dealing with employers concerning 
grievances, labor disputes, wages, rates of pay, 
hours, or other terms or conditions of employ-
ment, and any conference, general committee, 
joint or system board, or joint council so en-
gaged which is subordinate to a national or 
international labor organization. 

(e) A labor organization shall be deemed to 
be engaged in an industry affecting commerce 
if (1) it maintains or operates a hiring hall or 
hiring office which procures employees for an 
employer or procures for employees opportuni-
ties to work for an employer, or (2) the num-
ber of its members (or, where it is a labor or-
ganization composed of other labor organiza-
tions or their representatives, if the aggregate 
number of the members of such other labor or-
ganization) is (A) twenty-five or more during 
the first year after March 24, 1972, or (B) fif-
teen or more thereafter, and such labor orga-
nization—

(1) is the certified representative of em-
ployees under the provisions of the National 
Labor Relations Act, as amended [29 U.S.C. 
151 et seq.], or the Railway Labor Act, as 
amended [45 U.S.C. 151 et seq.]; 

(2) although not certified, is a national or 
international labor organization or a local 
labor organization recognized or acting as 
the representative of employees of an em-
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