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§39A. Aiming a laser pointer at an aircraft

(a) OFFENSE.—Whoever knowingly aims the
beam of a laser pointer at an aircraft in the spe-
cial aircraft jurisdiction of the United States, or
at the flight path of such an aircraft, shall be
fined under this title or imprisoned not more
than 5 years, or both.

(b) LASER POINTER DEFINED.—As used in this
section, the term ‘‘laser pointer’ means any de-
vice designed or used to amplify electro-
magnetic radiation by stimulated emission that
emits a beam designed to be used by the oper-
ator as a pointer or highlighter to indicate,
mark, or identify a specific position, place,
item, or object.

(c) EXCEPTIONS.—This section does not pro-
hibit aiming a beam of a laser pointer at an air-
craft, or the flight path of such an aircraft, by—

(1) an authorized individual in the conduct
of research and development or flight test op-
erations conducted by an aircraft manufac-
turer, the Federal Aviation Administration, or
any other person authorized by the Federal
Aviation Administration to conduct such re-
search and development or flight test oper-
ations;

(2) members or elements of the Department
of Defense or Department of Homeland Secu-
rity acting in an official capacity for the pur-
pose of research, development, operations,
testing, or training; or

(3) by an individual using a laser emergency
signaling device to send an emergency distress
signal.

(d) AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH ADDITIONAL EX-
CEPTIONS BY REGULATION.—The Attorney Gen-
eral, in consultation with the Secretary of
Transportation, may provide by regulation,
after public notice and comment, such addi-
tional exceptions to this section as may be nec-
essary and appropriate. The Attorney General
shall provide written notification of any pro-
posed regulations under this section to the Com-
mittees on the Judiciary of the Senate and the
House of Representatives, the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate, and the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives, not less than 90 days before such regula-
tions become final.

(Added Pub. L. 112-95, title III, §311(a), Feb. 14,
2012, 126 Stat. 65.)

§ 39B. Unsafe operation of unmanned aircraft

(a) OFFENSE.—AnNy person who operates an un-
manned aircraft and:

(1) Knowingly interferes with, or disrupts
the operation of, an aircraft carrying 1 or
more occupants operating in the special air-
craft jurisdiction of the United States, in a
manner that poses an imminent safety hazard
to such occupants, shall be punished as pro-
vided in subsection (c).

(2) Recklessly interferes with, or disrupts
the operation of, an aircraft carrying 1 or
more occupants operating in the special air-
craft jurisdiction of the United States, in a
manner that poses an imminent safety hazard
to such occupants, shall be punished as pro-
vided in subsection (c).
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(b) OPERATION OF UNMANNED AIRCRAFT IN
CLOSE PROXIMITY TO AIRPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any person who, without
authorization, knowingly operates an un-
manned aircraft within a runway exclusion
zone shall be punished as provided in sub-
section (¢).

(2) RUNWAY EXCLUSION ZONE DEFINED.—In this
subsection, the term ‘‘runway exclusion zone”’
means a rectangular area—

(A) centered on the centerline of an active
runway of an airport immediately around
which the airspace is designated as class B,
class C, or class D airspace at the surface
under part 71 of title 14, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations; and

(B) the length of which extends parallel to
the runway’s centerline to points that are 1
statute mile from each end of the runway
and the width of which is % statute mile.

(c) PENALTY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), the punishment for an offense under
subsections! (a) or (b) shall be a fine under
this title, imprisonment for not more than 1
year, or both.

(2) SERIOUS BODILY INJURY OR DEATH.—ANy
person who:

(A) Causes serious bodily injury or death
during the commission of an offense under
subsection (a)(2) shall be fined under this
title, imprisoned for a term of up to 10 years,
or both.

(B) Causes, or attempts or conspires to
cause, serious bodily injury or death during
the commission of an offense under sub-
sections (a)(1) and (b) shall be fined under
this title, imprisoned for any term of years
or for life, or both.

(Added Pub. L. 115-254, div. B, title III, §384(a),
Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3322.)

§40. Commercial motor vehicles required to stop
for inspections

(a) A driver of a commercial motor vehicle (as
defined in section 31132 of title 49) shall stop and
submit to inspection of the vehicle, driver,
cargo, and required records when directed to do
so by an authorized employee of the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration of the De-
partment of Transportation, at or in the vicin-
ity of an inspection site. The driver shall not
leave the inspection site until authorized to do
so by an authorized employee.

(b) A driver of a commercial motor vehicle, as
defined in subsection (a), who knowingly fails to
stop for inspection when directed to do so by an
authorized employee of the Administration at or
in the vicinity of an inspection site, or leaves
the inspection site without authorization, shall
be fined under this title or imprisoned not more
than 1 year, or both.

(Added Pub. L. 109-59, title IV, §4143(a), Aug. 10,
2005, 119 Stat. 1747, §39; renumbered §40, Pub. L.
110-244, title III, §301(j), June 6, 2008, 122 Stat.
1616.)

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘subsection’.
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Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2008—Pub. L. 110-244 renumbered section 39 of this
title, relating to inspection of commercial vehicles, as
this section.

§40A. Operation of unauthorized unmanned air-
craft over wildfires

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), an individual who operates an un-
manned aircraft and knowingly or recklessly
interferes with a wildfire suppression, or law en-
forcement or emergency response efforts! re-
lated to a wildfire suppression, shall be fined
under this title, imprisoned for not more than 2
years, or both.

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—This section does not apply
to the operation of an unmanned aircraft con-
ducted by a unit or agency of the United States
Government or of a State, tribal, or local gov-
ernment (including any individual conducting
such operation pursuant to a contract or other
agreement entered into with the unit or agency)
for the purpose of protecting the public safety
and welfare, including firefighting, law enforce-
ment, or emergency response.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following
definitions apply:

(1) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT.—The term ‘‘un-
manned aircraft’” has the meaning given the
term in section 44801 of title 49, United States
Code.

(2) WILDFIRE.—The term ‘‘wildfire’’ has the
meaning given that term in section 2 of the
Emergency Wildfire Suppression Act (42 U.S.C.
1856m).

(3) WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION.—The term ‘‘wild-
fire suppression’” means an effort to contain,
extinguish, or suppress a wildfire.

(Added Pub. L. 115-254, div. B, title III, §382(a),
Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3320.)

CHAPTER 3—ANIMALS, BIRDS, FISH, AND

PLANTS

Sec.

41. Hunting, fishing, trapping; disturbance or in-
jury on wildlife refuges.

42. Importation or shipment of injurious mam-
mals, birds, fish (including mollusks and
crustacea), amphibia, and reptiles; permits,
specimens for museums; regulations.

43. Force, violence, and threats involving animal
enterprises.

[44 to 46. Repealed.]

47. Use of aircraft or motor vehicles to hunt cer-
tain wild horses or burros; pollution of wa-
tering holes.

48. Animal crushing.

49. Enforcement of animal fighting prohibitions.

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

The criminal provisions of the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act, sections 703-711 of title 16, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Con-
servation, and the Migratory Bird Conservation Act,
sections 715-7156r of title 16, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Conserva-
tion, were considered for inclusion in this chapter.
Since these provisions, except parts of sections 704-707
of said title 16, are so inextricably interwoven with the
Migratory Bird Acts, it was found advisable to exclude
them.

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘effort’.

TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

§41

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2020—Pub. L. 116-260, div. O, title X, §1003(b), Dec. 27,
2020, 134 Stat. 2156, struck out item 46 ‘‘Transportation
of water hyacinths’’.

2019—Pub. L. 116-72, §2(b), Nov. 25, 2019, 133 Stat. 1152,
substituted ‘“‘Animal crushing’ for ‘‘Animal crush vid-
eos’ in item 48.

2010—Pub. L. 111-294, §3(b), Dec. 9, 2010, 124 Stat. 3179,
substituted ‘“Animal crush videos’ for ‘“‘Depiction of
animal cruelty’ in item 48.

2007—Pub. L. 110-22, §2(b), May 3, 2007, 121 Stat. 88,
added item 49.

2006—Pub. L. 109-374, §2(b), Nov. 27, 2006, 120 Stat.
2655, substituted ‘‘Force, violence, and threats involv-
ing animal enterprises’” for ‘‘Animal enterprise ter-
rorism” in item 43.

1999—Pub. L. 106-152, §1(b), Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1732,
added item 48.

1992—Pub. L. 102-346, §2(b), Aug. 26, 1992, 106 Stat. 929,
which directed the general amendment of item 43, was
executed by adding item 43 to reflect the probable in-
tent of Congress, because item 43 had been previously
struck out by Pub. L. 101-647. See 1990 Amendment note
below.

1990—Pub. L. 101-647, title XII, §1206(b), title XXXV,
§3506, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4832, 4922, substituted ‘‘Im-
portation or shipment of injurious mammals, birds, fish
(including mollusks and crustacea), amphibia, and rep-
tiles; permits, specimens for museums; regulations’ for
“Importation of injurious animals and birds; permits;
specimens for museums’ in item 42, struck out item 43
“Transportation or importation in violation of state,
national, or foreign laws”’, item 44 ‘‘Marking packages
or containers’, and item 45 ‘‘Capturing or killing car-
rier pigeons’, and inserted °‘; pollution of watering
holes’ after ‘“‘burros’ in item 47.

1959—Pub. L. 86-234, §1(b), Sept. 8, 1959, 73 Stat. 470,
added item 47.

1956—Act Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 825, §2(b), 70 Stat. 798,
amended chapter heading to include reference to
“Plants’ and added item 46.

§41. Hunting, fishing, trapping; disturbance or
injury on wildlife refuges

Whoever, except in compliance with rules and
regulations promulgated by authority of law,
hunts, traps, captures, willfully disturbs or kills
any bird, fish, or wild animal of any kind what-
ever, or takes or destroys the eggs or nest of any
such bird or fish, on any lands or waters which
are set apart or reserved as sanctuaries, refuges
or breeding grounds for such birds, fish, or ani-
mals under any law of the United States or will-
fully injures, molests, or destroys any property
of the United States on any such lands or wa-
ters, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than six months, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 686; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(G), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §145 and §§676, 682,
683, 685, 688, 689b, 692a, and 694a of title 16, U.S.C., 1940
ed., Conservation (Jan. 24, 1905, ch. 137, §2, 33 Stat. 614;
June 29, 1906, ch. 3593, §2, 34 Stat. 607; Mar. 4, 1909, ch.
321, §84, 35 Stat. 1104; Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, 39 Stat. 476;
June 5, 1920, ch. 247, §2, 41 Stat. 986; Apr. 15, 1924, ch.
108, 43 Stat. 98; Feb. 28, 1925, ch. 376, 43 Stat. 1091; July
3, 1926, ch. 744, §6, 44 Stat. 821; July 3, 1926, ch. 776, §3,
44 Stat. 889; June 28, 1930, ch. 709, §2, 46 Stat. 828; Mar.
10, 1934, ch. 54, §2, 48 Stat. 400; Reorg. Plan No. II, §4(D),
4 F.R. 2731, 53 Stat. 1433).

This revised section condenses, consolidates, and sim-
plifies similar provisions of sections 676, 682, 683, 685,
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