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Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–316, title II, § 202(n)(2), Oct. 19, 1996, 

110 Stat. 3844, substituted ‘‘Authority to settle claims’’ 

for ‘‘Authority of the Comptroller General to settle 

claims’’ in item 3702. 

Pub. L. 104–134, title III, § 31001(j)(2), (o)(2), (r)(2), 

(t)(2), Apr. 26, 1996, 110 Stat. 1321–365, 1321–371, 1321–373, 

1321–375, added items 3720B to 3720E. 

1989—Pub. L. 101–203, § 1(b)(2), Dec. 7, 1989, 103 Stat. 

1805, substituted ‘‘investigative or law enforcement of-

ficers of the Department of Justice’’ for ‘‘the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation’’ in item 3724. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–562, § 6(b), Oct. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 3168, 

added items 3732 and 3733. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–369, div. B, title VI, §§ 2652(a)(2), 

2653(a)(2), July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 1152, 1154, added items 

3720 and 3720A. 

1983—Pub. L. 97–452, § 1(13)(B), (16)(B), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 

Stat. 2470, 2474, inserted ‘‘and application’’ in item 3701 

and added items 3716–3719.

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL 

§ 3701. Definitions and application 

(a) In this chapter—

(1) ‘‘administrative offset’’ means with-
holding funds payable by the United States 
(including funds payable by the United States 
on behalf of a State government) to, or held by 
the United States for, a person to satisfy a 
claim. 

(2) ‘‘calendar quarter’’ means a 3-month pe-
riod beginning on January 1, April 1, July 1, or 
October 1. 

(3) ‘‘consumer reporting agency’’ means—
(A) a consumer reporting agency as that 

term is defined in section 603(f) of the Fair 
Credit Reporting Act (15 U.S.C. 1681a(f)); or 

(B) a person that, for money or on a coop-
erative basis, regularly—

(i) gets information on consumers to 
give the information to a consumer report-
ing agency; or 

(ii) serves as a marketing agent under an 
arrangement allowing a third party to get 
the information from a consumer report-
ing agency.

(4) ‘‘executive, judicial, or legislative agen-
cy’’ means a department, agency, court, court 
administrative office, or instrumentality in 
the executive, judicial, or legislative branch of 
Government, including government corpora-
tions. 

(5) ‘‘military department’’ means the De-
partments of the Army, Navy, and Air Force. 

(6) ‘‘system of records’’ has the same mean-
ing given that term in section 552a(a)(5) of 
title 5. 

(7) ‘‘uniformed services’’ means the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Space Force, 
Coast Guard, Commissioned Corps of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, and Commissioned Corps of the Public 
Health Service. 

(8) ‘‘nontax’’ means, with respect to any debt 
or claim, any debt or claim other than a debt 
or claim under the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986.

(b)(1) In subchapter II of this chapter and sub-
section (a)(8) of this section, the term ‘‘claim’’ 
or ‘‘debt’’ means any amount of funds or prop-
erty that has been determined by an appropriate 
official of the Federal Government to be owed to 
the United States by a person, organization, or 
entity other than another Federal agency. A 
claim includes, without limitation—

(A) funds owed on account of loans made, in-
sured, or guaranteed by the Government, in-
cluding any deficiency or any difference be-
tween the price obtained by the Government 
in the sale of a property and the amount owed 
to the Government on a mortgage on the prop-
erty, 

(B) expenditures of nonappropriated funds, 
including actual and administrative costs re-
lated to shoplifting, theft detection, and theft 
prevention, 

(C) over-payments, including payments dis-
allowed by audits performed by the Inspector 
General of the agency administering the pro-
gram, 

(D) any amount the United States is author-
ized by statute to collect for the benefit of any 
person, 

(E) the unpaid share of any non-Federal 
partner in a program involving a Federal pay-
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