Page 219

TITLE 37—PAY AND ALLOWANCES OF THE UNIFORMED

§555

SERVICES

(Added Pub. L. 89-554, §5(b), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat.
626; amended Pub. L. 102-25, title VII, §702(b)(1),
(c), Apr. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 117; Pub. L. 104-106, div.
A, title V, §569(c)(3), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 351.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

}Se:&li‘i)eg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
553(a) ...... 50 App. 1003 (1st sen- Mar. 7, 1942, ch. 166, §3,
tence). 56 Stat. 144; Dec. 24,
553(b) ...... 50 App. 1003 (2d sentence, 1942, ch. 828, §1 (1st
less provisos). par.), Stat. 1092; July 1,
553(C) ...... 50 App. 1003 (1st proviso 1944, ch. 371, §3, 58
of 2d sentence). Stat. 680.
553(d) ...... 50 App. 1003 (2d proviso
of 2d sentence)
5563(e) ...... 50 App. 1004. Mar. 7, 1942, ch. 166, §4,
56 Stat. 144; Dec. 24,
1942, ch. 828, §1 (2d
par.), 56 Stat. 1093;
July 1, 1944, ch. 371, §4,
58 Stat. 680.
553(f) ....... 50 App. 1006 (1st sen- Mar. 7, 1942, ch. 166, §6
tence). (1st sentence and 2d
50 App. 1014 (as applica- sentence, as applicable
ble to §1006 (1st sen- to allotments); added
tence)). Dec. 24, 1942, ch. 828, §1
553(2) ...... 50 App. 1006 (2d sentence, (4th par.), 56 Stat. 1093;
as applicable to allot- Apr. 4, 1953, ch. 17,
ments). §1(b), 67 Stat. 21; Aug.
14, 1964, Pub. L. 88-428,
§1(5), 78 Stat. 437.
553(h) ...... 50 App. 1007. Mar. 7, 1942, ch. 166, §7,
56 Stat. 145; Aug. 14,
1964, Pub. L. 88428,
§1(6), 78 Stat. 437.
Mar. 7, 1942, ch. 166, §14
(as applicable to §6 (1st
sentence)), 56 Stat. 147;
Apr. 4, 1953, ch. 17,
§1(e), 67 Stat. 21.

Only that portion of the source law which is applica-
ble to members of the uniformed services and their de-
pendents is codified in this section.

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘a member of a uni-
formed service ... in a missing status ... he ...
under section 552 of this title’” are substituted for ‘“‘any
person . .. under section 2 of this Act ... his ab-
sence’’, for clarity and to conform to the definition in
revised section 551(2) of this chapter. The words ‘‘except
as otherwise herein provided’ are omitted as unneces-
sary.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘Secretary concerned,
he, or his designee,” are substituted for ‘‘head of the
department concerned . . . head of the department con-
cerned, or such subordinate as he may designate” to
conform to the definition in 37 U.S.C. 101(5). The word
“member’’ is substituted for ‘‘person’ to conform to
the definition in 37 U.S.C. 101(23).

In subsection (c¢), the words ‘‘in effect’ are omitted as
unnecessary. The words ‘“‘member in a missing status”
are substituted for ‘‘absent person’ to conform to the
definition in revised section 551(2) of this chapter.

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘United States’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘Government’ to conform to the style of
title 37. The word ‘‘member” is substituted for ‘‘per-
son’’ to conform to the definition in 37 U.S.C. 101(23).

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘Secretary concerned, or
his designee,”’ are substituted for ‘‘head of the depart-
ment concerned, or such subordinates as he may des-
ignate,” to conform to the definition in 37 U.S.C. 101(5).
The words ‘“‘United States’ are substituted for “Gov-
ernment’’ to conform to the style of title 37. The words
“when he considers it”’ are substituted for ‘“When cir-
cumstances are deemed to justify such action’. The
word ‘‘member’’ is substituted for ‘“‘person’’.

In subsection (f), the words ‘“When the Secretary con-
cerned officially reports that a member in a missing
status’ are substituted for ‘“When it is officially re-
ported by the head of the department concerned that a
person missing under the conditions specified in sec-
tion 2 of this Act’”. The words ‘‘the payments of allot-
ments authorized by subsections (a)-(d) of this section
may, subject to section 552 of this title . . . until the

date the Secretary concerned’ are substituted for ‘‘the
payments authorized by section 3 of this Act are, sub-
ject to the provisions of section 2 of this Act, author-
ized to be made for a period not to extend beyond the
date of the receipt by the head of the department con-
cerned’”’. The words ‘‘the member” are substituted for
‘‘the missing person’’.

In subsection (g), the words ‘‘A member in a missing
status’ are substituted for ‘‘a person missing under the
conditions specified in section 2 of this Act’.

In subsection (h), the words ‘‘Secretary concerned’
are substituted for ‘“head of the department con-
cerned.”” The words ‘‘a member on active duty’’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘of persons in active service’” to conform
to the definitions in 37 U.S.C. 101(20) and (23). In clause
(2), the words ‘‘heretofore or hereafter’” are omitted as
unnecessary.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

1996—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 104-106, §569(c)(3)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘the date on which, in a case covered by sec-
tion 555 of this title, the Secretary concerned receives
evidence, or, in a case covered by chapter 76 of title 10,
the Secretary concerned determines pursuant to that
chapter, that” for ‘‘the date the Secretary concerned
receives evidence that’.

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 104-106, §569(c)(3)(B), inserted ‘‘or
under chapter 76 of title 10 after ‘‘section 555 of this
title”.

1991—Subsecs. (e) to (g). Pub. L. 102-25 struck out ‘‘of
this section” after ‘‘subsections (f) and (g)”’ in subsec.
(e) and after ‘‘subsections (a)-(d)” in subsecs. (f) and
(8).

[§ 554. Renumbered § 484]
§ 555. Secretarial review

(a) Except as provided in subsection (d), when
a member of a uniformed service entitled to pay
and allowances under section 552 of this title has
been in a missing status, and the official report
of his death or of the circumstances of his ab-
sence has not been received by the Secretary
concerned, he shall, before the end of a 12-month
period in that status, have the case fully re-
viewed. After that review and the end of the 12-
month period in a missing status, or after a
later review which shall be made when war-
ranted by information received or other cir-
cumstances, the Secretary concerned, or his des-
ignee, may—

(1) if the member can reasonably be pre-
sumed to be living, direct a continuance of his
missing status; or

(2) make a finding of death.

(b) When a finding of death is made under sub-
section (a), it shall include the date death is pre-
sumed to have occurred for the purpose of—

(1) ending the crediting of pay and allow-
ances;

(2) settlement of accounts; and

(3) payment of death gratuities.

That date is—
(A) the day after the day on which the 12-
month period in a missing status ends; or
(B) if the missing status has been continued
under subsection (a), the day determined by
the Secretary concerned, or his designee.

(c) For the sole purpose of determining status
under this section, a dependent of a member on
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